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CHARLES THE SECOND, 



nr^HE Original yf the foflowing curious Letter 
. • from Charles the Second to Mrs. Lane *, 
is in the pofleffion of John LeiCH Philips, Efq* 

«... <. .4 

of Manchefter. 

«. • # » • 

: * ^« MRS. LANE* : 

cc I HAVE hitherto deferred writing tofyou 
^ c in liope to be able to fe;i<j you fomewhat elfe 
4c befidefe a Letter, and I believe it troubles me , 
** more that I cannot yett doe it, than it does 
* c you^ though I doe not take you to be in a 

- * Mrs. Lane, with great dexterity, managed the efcape 
iqf Charles, after the battle of Worcester, through the 
Midland Counties to the fea. 

VOL, II. B * good 



2 Anecdotes of som£ 

* good condition longe to expeft it< The tftrtfr h 
€C my neceffityes are greater than can be imagined, 
" but I am promifcd they fliaH be fhortly fupplyed j 
#< if they are you (hall be fure to receave a {hare, 
« for it is impoflible I can ever forget the great 
li debte I owe you, w ch I hope I fhall live to pay, 
u in a degree that is worthy of met in the* meane 
<c time I am fure all who love me will be very 
" kind to you, elfe I fhafl never think them fo to 
" Your moft affedtionat frind 

"CHARLES R. 

" Paris, Nov' 23, 165a." 

Charles had pardoned a perfon of quality who 
had killed his antagonift unfairly in a duel. 
Some time afterwards, the perfon upon whom he 
toad fo improperly eifcerdfefd one of the nobleft 
prerogatives of Royalty, having murdered another 
man, Lord Rochefter told the King, <c Sire, it 
c< was not Lord ■■■ but your Majefty that 

" killed this man." 

The Author of the <c Richardfoniand" gives the 
following inftance of that readinefs of reply which 

this lively Monarch poffetfed. His Majefty 

afking Dr. Stillingfleet one day, " how it happened 
" that he always read his fermons before him, when 
" he was informed that he always preached with- 
u out book elfewhere ?" the Doftor told the King, 
u that jhe awe of fo noble an audience, where he 

*' few 
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€c faW nothing that was not greatly fuperior to 
c< him, but chiefly the feeing before him fo great 
cc and fo wife a Prince, made him afraid to traft 
<c himfelf. But, in return, will your Majefty 
tc give me leave to afk you a cjueftion too ?— - 
Ci Why you read your Speeches, when you can 
* c have none of the fame feafons V 9 w Why, 
€t truly, Doctor," replied the King, " your 
u queftion is a very pertinent One, and fo will be 
" my anfwer. I have afked thy fubjects fo often, 
* c and for fo much money, that I am afhamed to 
** look them in the face/* 

Count Ziniendorf, in his " Lt&tur Rtyal" 
lays, " that when Charles the Second quitted 
u BrulTels, he defired the Spanifh Agent there to 
tc fend him occafionally the news. Of what 
<c kind, Sire, would you have your news ? As 
" the King appeared furprifed at the queftion, the 
4< Spaniard replied, Why, Sir, my mafter Don 
cf Juan, the Governor of the Low Countries, 
" gives me pofitive orders always to fend him 
44 good news* whether true or falfe." 



LORD CLARENDON. 

THE following Letter from Princefs Elizabeth* 
daughter of the Queen of Bohemia, to this illuf- 

v . . b 2 trious 
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trious Nobleman, is in the pofleffion of Dr« 
Harington, of Bath. 

" Franckfort, July 28, 1662. 
tt MY LQRD, 

" HAVING entrufted Sir Wrn. Sandys to 

"iblicite the confirmation of a Pattent, which I 

a received fr6tx\ the late King of bleffed memory 

€i for. jny allowance, I hope you will be fo jufte 

** and favourable as to afford me your countenance 

" therein ; and do make my addreffes to you with 

€l more confidence, confidering the real affeftion 

" you have mod generoufly exprefs'd towards the 

* c Queen my mother during her life, in perfuaf^on 

"that k is not altogether extin6t, and maybe 

? f deriv'd on me,., as my relation to her Majefty 

u obligeth me to be , 

** Your affe&ionate friend to ferve you, 

« ELIZABETH/' 

socxr.ocw:j<>rs< 
fXTRACTS RELATIVE TO LORD CLARENDON, 
FROM SOME VERY CURIOUS MEMOIRS IN M9. 
WRITTEN BY LADY FANSHAWE ABOUT 
THE YEAR 1682. 

" 1650. The two parties in Scotland, being 
<€ diflatisfied with each other's Minifters, and Sir 
ic Edward Hyde and Secretary Nicholas being 
f c excepted againft and left in Holland, it was pro- 
" pofed (the State wanting a Secretary for the 

«• King) 
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u King) that Sir Richard Fanfhawe fhould be 
4C immediately fent for from Holland, which was 
** done accordingly, and he went with letters and 
<* prefents from the Princefs of Orange and the 
* c Princefs Royal. 

" Here I will fey fomething of Sir Edward 
" Hyde's nature. He being furprifed with this 
" news, and fufpeding that Sir Richard might 
" come to greater power than himfelf, both becaufe 
4C of his parts and integrity, and becaufe he had' 
" been forae time abfent on the Spanifh Embaffy ; 
" he, with all the humility pofftble, and earneft 
u paffion, begged Sir Richard to remember the 
" King often of him to his advantage, as occafion 
Ci (hould ferve, and to procure leave that he might 
" wait on the King, promifing, with all the oaths 
" that he could exprcfs, to caufe belief that he 
" "would ferve Sir Richard's intereft, in whatfoever 
" condition be (hould be in. Thus they parted, 
** with Sir Richard's promifes to ferve him in 
" what he was capable of ; upon which account 
" many letters paffed between them. 

" The King promifed Sir Richard that he 
11 Ihould be one of the Secretaries of State (at the 
u Reftoration), and both the Duke of Ormond 
44 and Lord Chancellor Clarendon were witneffes 
4< of it 1 yet that falfe mail made the King break 
& J)is word, for his own accommodation, and 

» 3 " placed 



ANECDOTES OF SOME 

a placed Mr, Morrice, a poor Country Gentleman 
" of about 200L a-year f a fierce Pre(by terian, and 
n one who never (aw the King's face ; but ftill 
<f promifes were made of the reverfion to Sir 
<c Richard. Now it was the bufinefe of the 
** Chancellor to put Sir Richard as far from the 
<€ King as he could, becaufe his ignorance in State 
u affairs was daily difcovered by Sir Richard, who 
u (hewed it to the King; but at that time the 
11 King was fo content that he* Lord Clarendon, 
" fliould almoft done manage his affairs, that he 
a might have more time for his plcafures, that his 
<* faults were not fo vifible as otherwise they would 
f< have been, and afterwards proved. 

H 1665. The Articles concluded on between 
(( England and Spain by Sir Richard Fanfhawe, 
16 and the Articles for the adjuftment between 
4< Spain and Portugal, were cavilled at by Lord 
u Chancellor Clarendon and his party, that they 
<c might have an opportunity to fend the Earl of 
" Sandwich out of the way from the Parliament 
" which then (at, and as he and his friends feared 
4t would be feverely puniflied for his cowardice in 
li the Dutch fight. He neither underftood the 
c< cuftoms of the Court nor the language, nor 
" indeed anything but a vicious life ; and thus 
" was he (huffled into Sir Richard's employment* 
«* to reap the benefit of bis five years negociation 

«< of 
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** of the peace of England, Spain, and Portugal, 
" and after above thirty years ftudying State affairs, 
" and many of them in the Spanifh Court. So 
tf much are Ambafladors flaves to die public 
(< Minifters at home, who often through ignorance 
<c or envy ruin them. 1 * 

Charles the Second wrote to the Duke of 
Ormond, giving his reafons for difmiffing Lord 
Clarendon from his fervice. This Letter Mc. 
Carte could never find amongft thofe written to 
that illuftrious Nobleman. It has been (aid, that 
Lord Clarendon's temper was bad and peevifh, 
and that Charles was glad to get rid of him on 
that account. * -> 



>5?»<>OC»<::<>S >H 



The Compiler has been favoured, by the 
Marquis of Buckingham (a name dear to Lite- 
rature and to the Arts) with the Original of tht 
following Letter of Lord Clarendon, addrefled to 
the Juftices of the Peace for the County of 
Buckingham $ which, from the excellent fenfe it 
contains, and the good advice it gives, feems par- 
ticularly fuited to the fituation of affairs in thefe 
iimes of alarm and danger *. 

* In the Summer of 1794* 

W 4 * M T 
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c6 Commiflion* to write to the Juftices of the 
u Peace of all, the Counties in England, and to 
44 Ictt them know of all his Majeftie expc£b at 
44 their hands : I do therefore choofe this time to 
4i , obey his Majefty's commands, and take the bed 
44 care I can that this Letter may find you toge- 
44 ther at your Quarter Seffions, prefuming that 
** you who are prefent will take care that it be 
u communicated to thofe who are abfent, at your 
•* next monthly meetings, which it is moft necek 
** fary you keep constantly. I am forry to heare 
44 that many perfons who are in the Cpmmiflion 
46 of the Peace negleQt to be fworne, or, being 
4t fworne, to attend at the Affizes and Seffions, or 
** indeed to doe any thing of the office of a Juftice. 
44 For the former fort, I defire that you caufe the 
44 Clerke of the Peace forthwith to return to mee 
** the names of thofe who are in the Commiffion 
" and are not fworne, to the end that I may prefent 
u their names to the King, who hath already given 
44 order to his Attorney - General to proceed 
44 againft them. For the reft, I hope, upon this 
** animadverfion from his Majeftie, they will re~ 
u collect themfelves, ferioufly reflect upon their 
" breach of truft to the King and Kingdom, and 
44 how accountable they muft be for the mifchiefs 
4 * and inconveniences which fall out through their 
44 remiffnefs, and not difcharging of their dutyes. 

" 1 allure 
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c( I aflure you the King hath foe great a fenfe of 
" the fervice you doe, or can doe for him, that ht 
" frequently fayes, hee takes himfelfe to be par* 
*' ticularly beholding to every good Juftice of the 
<( Peace who is cheerful and active in his place, 
" and that if in truth the Ju (rices of the Peace ia 
" their feveral divifions be as careful as they ought 
*' to be in keeping the watches, and in the other 
" parts of their office, the peace of the Kingdom 
" can hardly be interrupted within, and the hopes 
*' and imaginations of feditious perfons would be 
ic quickly broken, and all men would ftudy to be 
'* quiet, and to enjoy thofe many bleflings God 
c * hath given the Nation under his happy Goverrt- 
«' ment. It would be great pity his Majefty 
" (hould be deceived in the expectation he hatk 
u from you, and that there fhould not be a vir- 
<l tuous contention and emulation amongft you* 
" who (hall ferve foe ^ gracious a Prince moft 
u effe&ualiy; who fhall difcover and punilh, if 
iC he cannot reform, moft of his enemies > who 
€i (ball take moft pains in undeceiving many 
" weak men, who are mi fled by falfe and malt* 
** cicus informations and fuggeftions, by thofe 
" who would alienate the minds of the people from 
'* their, duty to their Sovereigne ; who (hall con- 
u firm the weake and reduce the willfull moft: 
4t in a word, who (hall be moft folicitous to, free 

M the 
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* 4 the Country from feditious perfons, and feditloufr 
*• and unlawful meetings and conventicles (the 
** principal end of which meetings is, as appears 
tt now by feveral examinations and confeflions, 
4< to confirme each other in their malice againfb 
** the Government, and in makeing collections 
u for the fupport of thofe of their party who are 
44 lifted to appear in any defperate undertaking, 
44 the very time whereof they have defigned). We 
** muft not believe that fuch a formed cor- 
44 refpondence amongft ill men throughout the 
*• Kingdom, foe much artifice, foe much in- 
** duft ry, and foe much dexterity, as this people 
44 are poflefled with, cannot be difappointed of 
*• their wifhed fuccefle by a fupine negligence or 
44 lazynefle in thofe who are in veiled with the 
44 King's authority; indeed, without an equal 
44 indultry, dexterity, and combination between 
44 good men for the prejervation of the peace of 
* l the Kingdom, and for the fupprefSng of the 
** enemies thereof. Let me therefore defire and 
44 conjure you to ufe your utrnoft diligence anc} 
44 vigilance to difcover the machinations of thoie 
44 men whom you know to be ill affe&ed to the 
44 Government, to meet frequently amongft your- 
** fclves, arid to communicate your intelligence 
44 to each other, and to fecure the perfons of 
** thofe whom you find forward to difturb, or 

44 d«;n- 
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** dangerous to the publicke peace ; and I make 
** no doubt but his Majeftie will receive foe good 
'* an account of the good effect of your zeal and 
* f activity in his fervice, that I (haU receive h« 
u commands to return his thankes to you for the 
" fame * and 1 am fure that I (hall lay hold on any 
a occafion to ferve every one of you ^particular* 
" as, 

w My Lords and Gentlemen, 

41 Your mod affectionate fervant, 
« March 30, 1665. •« Clarendon C" 

•* To my very good Friends 
M the Juftieet of. the. Peace 
" for the County of Bucks." 



SIR RICHARD FANSHAJVR. 

THIS moft excellent and faithful fervant of % 
carelefs and profligate Mafter, on receiving hi* 
difmimon from him as his Minifter at Madrid, 
wrote the following Letter, which is now firft pub- 
lifted from the original MS* 

" Madrid, Thurfday 3d June 1666. St. Loci. 

<c BY the hands of my Lord of Sandwich, who 
4C arrived in this Court upon Friday laft, was 

4< delivered 
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* delivered to me a letter of revocation from fduf 
41 Majefty, dtre&ed to the Queen Regent, and it 
44 the fame time another with which your Majefty 
44 honoured me for myfelf, implying the principal 
«* (if not the only) motive of the former to have 
4t been, fome exceptions that had been made re- 
44 lative to the papers* which 1 figned with th£ 
f< Duke of Medinas de los Torres, upon the 17th 
•' of December laft paft; a corifideration fiifEcient 
4 * to have utterly caft down a foul lefs fenfible than 
* c hath eVer been mine of your Majefty's leaft 
4C (how of difpleafure, though not accompanied 
cc with other punifhments, if your Majefty (ac- 
44 cording to the accuftomed tendernefs of your 
44 Royal difpofition, in which you excell all 
€C Monarchs living), to comfort an old fervant, had 
a not yourfelf broken the blow in the defcent, by 
• c this gracious expreflion in the fame letter :— 
4< That I may aflute myfelf your Majefty believes 
cc I proceeded in the Articles figned by me as 
44 aforefaid, with integrity and regard to your Royal 
44 fervige, and that I may be further affured the 
44 fame will juftify me towards your Majefty, 
44 whatever exceptions may have been made to my 
44 papers. 

* Relating to the commence of Spain, and to the efta- 
biifhinga truce between that Crown and Portugal. 

*• In 
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*• In obedience to your Majefty's letter above- 
. u mentioned, I make account, God willing, to be 
" upon my way towards England fome time nextt 
" month, having in the interim performed to my 
*' Lord Sandwich (as I hope I (hall to his full 
" fatisfa&ion) thofe offices which your Majefty 
" commands me in the fame, whofe Royal perfon f 
*' councils, and undertakings, God Almighty pre- 
11 ferve and profper many years j the daily fervent 
** prayers of 

« Your Majefty's 
44 Ever loyal fubjeft, 
** Ever faithful and irioft obedient fervant, 

4< Richard Fansh awe -V* 

His recal is faid to have broken his heart ; he died" 
foon afterwards. Sir Richard was a fcholar in the 
antient and rriodern languages. He tranflated the 
4< P aft or Fido" of Guarini in the fpirit of the ori- 
ginal, of which Sir John Denham thus fpcaks, 
after having cenfured fervile tranilations : 

A new and nobler way thou doft purfue 
To make tranilations and tranflators too ; 
They but preferve the alhes, thou the flame, 
True to his fenfe, but truer to his fame. 

# When Sir Richard Fanlhowe was in Spain, he was 
de fired by a Governor of afortrefs through which he was 
travelling, to give the pafs-wordj he politely gave, '* Fi*va 
« tt Re Ctitolieo r • ' 

\ Sir 
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Sir Richard tranflated into Latin ycrfe that 
beautiful modern Paftoral, Fletcher's 4 * Faithful! 
" Shepherdefs." He alfo tranflated « The Lufiad'* 
of Came ens; and wrotei^fcme original Poems 
and Letters during his emha^esin Spain and Por- 
tugal. 

Sir Richard's perfen and* difjsofition are thus 
dlefcribed in the Manufcript Memoirs of LadY 
Fa#8HAWE, which are addfefffcd by her to her 
only fori, and begin in this exquifitely tender 
and affe&ing manner c 

<c I Have thought it convenient to difcourfe 
u td ytfii, my nioft dear and only fon, the moft 
*' remarkable a&ions and incidents of your family, 
** as well as thofc eminent ones of your father's 
* c and my life ; and neceffity, not delight nor re- 
<l venge, hath made me infift upon fome paffages 
,c which will reflect on their owners, as the praifes 
** of others will be but juft (which is my intent 
* c in this narrative). I would not have you be a 
*' (rranger to it, bscaufe, by your example, you 
fC may imitate what is applicable to your condition 
"in the world, and endeavour to avoid thofe 
u misfortunes we have pafied through, if God 
u pleafes* 

ci Endeavour to be innocent as a dove, but as 
€C wife as a ferpent; and let this leflbn direft you 
ftmoft in the greater extremes of fortune :~ 

« Hate 
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** Bate Wlehcfiy and Avoid all paffionsi Be true in 
€l your wotfds and a&ions. Unneceflarily deliver 
u not yeuf opinion ; but when you do, let it be 
" j&ft) confiftent* and plain. Be charitable in 
u tbottgbty word, and deeds and ever ready to for- 
x * give injuries done' t6 yourfelf ; *nd be morepleaf- • 
cc ed to do good than to receive good. Be civil and 
* obliging to all (dutifal where God And nature- 
" command Jou), but a friend to one ; and tbat 
" friendfhip keep facred, as the greateft tie upon 
" eartKi.aAd be fure to ground it upou Virtue, for 
" no other is eithtr happy or lading. 

" Endeavour always to be content in that ftate. 
*' of l|fe to whi$h it bath pleafed God' to call you p 
V and think it a great fault not to improve your, 
\* time> either for the good of your foul, or th*< 
" improvement of your underftanding* health, or ■ 
*f eftates and as thefe are die moft pleafant paflinws, 
<c fo it will make you a chearful old agey 
w which is as neceffary for you to defign, as to 
C( make provifion to fiipport the infirmities which* 
'-** decay of ftrength brings \ and it was never feea* 
tc that a vicious youth terminated in a contented 
*' chearful old age, but perifhed out of coun* 
u tenanee* 

u Ever keep the beft qualified perfons company^ 
u jout of whom you> will find advantage j and 
a refervefome hours daily to examine you rfelf and? 

vot. iu c *• for- 
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* fortune; for if you embark yourfelf in perpetual 
lt ConVerfation or recreation, you will certainly 
" (hipwreck your mind and fortune. Remember 
* c the proverb, Such a* his company is, fuch is 
u the man ; and have glorious adions before your 
" eyes, and think what will be your portion in 
u heaven, as well as what you may defire upon 
<c earth. Manage your fortune prudently, and 
4C forget not that you muft give God an account 
" hereafter, and upon all occafions, 

41 Remember your father; whofe true image 
u though I can never draw to the life, unlefs God 
ce will grant me that bleffing in yoti, yet becaufe 
u you were but ten months old when God took 
" him out of this world, I will for your advan- 
ce tage (hew yoii him with all truth, and without 
c< jpartiality* 

<f He was of the biggeft fiae of men, ftrong, and 
11 of the beft proportion; his complexion fen- 
" gtiine, his fkin exceeding fair; his hair dark- 
€i brown, and very curling, but not long; his eyes 
c< gray and penetrating; his nofe high, his coun-' 
* c tenance gracious and wife, his motion good, 
" his fpeech clear and diftin&. He ufed no' 
«* exercife but walking, and that generally with 
" fome book in his hand (which oftentimes was 
« poetry, in which he fpenc his idle hours) : fome- 
« times he would ride out to take the air, but 

•• his 



_ii. 



DISTINGUISHED PfiftSONS. 19 

** his moft delight was to go with me in a coach 
" fome miles, and there difcourfe of thofe things 
" which then moft pleafed him (of what nature 
4( feever). He was very obliging to all, and 
" forward to ferve hii Matter (his King), his 
u Country, and Friend* Cheerful inhisconver- 
€i fation, his difcourfe ever pleafant, mixed with 
" the fayings of wife men, and their hiftories 
<( repeated as occafion offered \ yet fo referved, 
41 that he never (hewed the thought of his heart, 
" in its greateft fenfe, but to m>felf only; and this 
tt I thank God with all my foul for, that he never 
" difcovered his trouble to roe, but he went away 
44 with perfeSt cheerfulnefs and content ; nor re- 
cc vealed he to me his joys and hopes, but he would 
44 (ay they were doubled by putting them in my 
<( breaft. I never heard him hold difpute in my 
44 life, but often he would fpeak againft it, ikying 
44 it was an uncharitable cuftom, which never 
44 turned to the advantage of either party. He - 
44 could never be drawn to the fadion of any parry, 
" faying he found it fufficient honeftly to perform 
" that employment he was in. He loved and ufed 
44 cheerfulnefs in all his a&ions, and profefled his 
44 religion in his life and converfation* He was a 
44 true Proteftant of the Church of England, and ' 
4i fo brought up and died. His converfation was 
44 fo honeft, that I never heard him (peak * word 
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<c in my life that tended to God's diflionour, Of 
€t encouragement of any kind of debauchery or fin* 
Ci .He was ever much efteemed by his two matters 
** (Charles the Firft and Second), both. for great • 
c * parts and honefty, as well as for his converfation* 
c * in which they took great delight, he being fo 
"• fxec from paiEon that it made him beloved by all 
ct that knew him. Nor did I ever fee him moved 
", but with his matter's concerns, ia which he 
" would hotly purfue his intereft through the 
•* greateft difficulties. He was the tendereft father 
" imaginable; the carefulleft and the moft gene- 
<c rous matter I ever knew. He loved hofpitality, 
u and would often fay, it was wholly eflential for 
*? the Conftitution of England. 

*V He loved and kept order with the greateft 
ft decency poffible ; and though he would fay I 
" managed his domettics wholly, yet I ever 
" governed them and myfelf by his commands y in 
** the managing of which, I thank God, I found 
**< his approbation and content. 

•* Now, my fon, you will expeft that I fhould 
cc fay fomething -that may remain of us jointfy 
'< (which I will do, though it make my eyes gufl* 
•' out with tears, and cuts me to the foul- to re- 
ct member), and in part exprefs the joys withr 
" which 1 was blefled in him. Glory be to God, 
" we ne?er had but one mind throughout our 

4i lives y 
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<c lives ; our fouls were wrapped up in each otbef ; 
*' our aims and defigns were one; our loves one : ; 
<c our refentolcnts one. We fo ftudied one the 
11 other, that we knew each other's minds by our 
€€ looks. Whatever was real happinefs, God gave 
" it to. me in him. But to commend my better 
" half (which. I want fufEcient expre&on for), 
<c methinlcs is to commend myfelf, and fo may bear 
.*' a cenfure. But might it be permitted, I could* 
*' dwell eternally on his praife moftjuftly. But 
" thus without offence I do, and fo you may— 
V imitate him in his patience, his prudence, his 
" chafftty, his charity, tys generofity, his perfe<5fc 
a refignation to God's wijl j and praife God for 
" him as long as you live here, and be with him 
" hereafter in the kingdorr* of Heaven. 1 * 
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LADY FJNSHAJVE, 

THIS incomparable woman wrote the Memoirs 
of her Life, which contain many curious anecdotes 
of herfelf and her hufbanc) and of the great per- 
fbnages of the times : unfortunately, however, for 
the lovers of truth, of nature, and of fimplicity^ 
they remain in MS, The following beautiful 
picture of connubial affe&ion blended with good 

c 3 fenfe 
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fenfe and good-humour, might well be appended 
-as an additional chapter to Xenophon's excellent 
Treatife on iC CEconomicsj or, The Duties of 
■«• a Wife." 

" One day, in difcourfe, Lady — — — tacitly 
c< commended the knowledge of State affairs, and 
c< that fome women were very happy in a good 
* c underftanding thereof, as my Lady A. Lady S. 
44 Mrs. T. and divers others, and that for it 
** nobody was at firft more capable than myfelf— 
* c That in the night (he knew there came a poft 
<c from Paris from the Queen *, and that (he 
" would be extremely glad to hear what the 
<c Queen commanded the King in order te his 
*' affairs ; faying, that if 1 would afk my hulband 
c< privately, he would tell me what he found in the 
li packet, and I might tell her. I, that was young 
" and innocent, and to that day never had in my 
ic mouth * What news ?' began to think there 
4 * was more in enquiring into bufinefs of public 
" affairs than I thought of, and that being a 
41 fafhionable thing,it would make me more beloved 
" of my hulband (if that had been poflible) than 
44 1 was. After my hu(band returned home from 
Council, after welcoming him (as my cuftom 

• Henrietta-Maria, wife to Charles I. 

« eve^r 
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* ever was), he went with his hand full of papers 

* into his ftudy for an hour or more. I followed 
<c him. — He turned haftily, and faid, What 
<c wouldft thou have, my life ? I told him, I 
u heard the Prince had received a packet from the 
44 Queen, and I gueffed it that in his hand, and I 
ci defired to know what was in it. He fmiling, 
u replied, My love, I will immediately come to 
" thee ; pray thee go, for I am very bufy. When 
ct he came out of his clofet, I refumed my fuit ; 
" he killed me, and talked of other things. At 
•* fupper I would eat nothing. He (as ufually) 
" fat by me, and drank often to me (which was 
" his cuftom) , and was full of difcourfe to company 
u that was at table. Going to bed I aflced 
tt him again, and faid, I could not believe he loved 
" me, if he refufed to tell me all he knew ; but he 
" faid nothing, and (topped my mouth with kiffes ; 
" fo we went to bed.— I cried, and he went to 
<c fleep. Next morning very early (as his cuftom 
u was) he called to rife, but began to difcourfe 
" with me firft, to which I made no reply. He 
" rofe, came to the other fide of. the bed, and 
** kifled me, and drew the curtain foftly, and went 
u to Court. When he came home to dinner, he 
44 prefently came to me (as was ufual) ; and 
a when I had him by the hand, I faid, Thou doft 

* not care to fee me troubled. To which he 

c 4 4C (taking 
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f* (taking me in his arms) anfwered. My deareft 

* foul, nothing upon earth can affii# rne like that, 
*< and when you afked me of my bufwefs, it was 
f wholly out of my power to fatisfy thee j for my. 
€i life and fortune fliali be thine, and every though; 
*' of my he^trt in which the truft I am in rrjay nq^ 
€l be revealed j but my honour is mine own, which 
<c I cannqt preferve if I' communicate the Prince'^ 
*\ affairs; ai>d pray thee, with this anfwer reft 
*' (atisfied. So great was his reafon and.goodnefs* 
*' that, upon confutation, it made my folly 

# appear to be fo vile, that from that day until 
<c the day of his death I never, thought fit to aflq 
cc huri any bufinefs but what he communicated to 
f c me freely, in order to his eftate or family." 

The following exquifitely tender incident took 
place betweerj Lady Fanfbawe and her hulband^ 
in a voyage they niade together from Galway to 
fylalaga, in the fpring of the year 1649. 

« We purfued our voyage with profperous. 
** winds, but a moil tempeftuous mafter, a Putch-i 
f c man (which is enough to fay), but truly, X 
*' think, the greateft beaft I ever (aw of his kind* 
*« When we had juft pa/Ted the Strains, we faw 
f coming towards us, with full fails, a Turkifl*. 
•* galley well manned, and we believed we fliould . 
f be carried away flaves} fcr this man had (o lade u 

«« his 
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w his {hip with goods for Spain, that his guns werq 
<c ufelefs, though the (hip carried 60 guns. I{q 
* c called for brandy, and after he had well drunken, 
iC and all his men, which were near 200, he called 
" for arms, and cleared the deck as well as he could^ 
« c refolving to fight rather than lofe his (hip 1 
«' which was worth 30,0001. This was fad for us. 
*' paflengers, but my hufband bid us be fure t? 
* c keep in the cabin, and not appear, which would 
** make the Turks think we were a man of war ; 
" but if they faw women, they would take us foi 
*' merchants, and hoard us. He went upon deck, 
* c and took a gun, a bandelier, and fword, expe.£l- 
u in* the arrival of the Turkifli man of war. 
* 6 This Bead-Captain had locked me up in the 
V cabin.-— I knocked and called to no purpofe ? 
* c until the cabin-boy came and opened the door* 
cc I, all in tears, defired him to be fo good as to 
€C give me his thrum cap and his tarred coat, which 
c< he did, and I gave him half-a-crown, and put- 
" ting them on, and flinging away my night- 
44 clothes, I crept up foftly, and flood upon the 
c< deck by my hufband's fide, as free from ficknefe 
41 and fear as, I confefs* of difcretidn, but it wa$ 
* c the effe& of that pafiion which I could never 
<c mafter. By this time the two veffels were en- 
" gaged in parley, and fo well Cuisfied with fpeech 
1* $nd fight of each other's force, that the Turks 
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c* man of war tacked about, and we continued our 
• c courfe. But when your father faw it convenient 
•*■ to retreat, looking upon me, he bleffed him- 
** felf, and fnatched me up in his arms, faying, 
** Good God, that love can make this change I 
ft and though he feemingly chid me, he would 
" laugh at it as often as he remembered that 
** voyage/* 

This excellent woman, in another part of her 
Memoirs, fays : 

" About July this year (1645), * e pkgue 
«* increafed fo faft at. Briftol, that the Prince 
u (Charles the Second) and all his retinue went 
4f to Barnftaple (which is one of the fineft towns 
u I know in England), and your father and f 
c< went two days after the Prince ; for during all 
iC the time I was in Court, I never journeyed but 
a either before him or after he was gone, nor 
€C ever faw him but at church ; for it was not 
41 in thofe days the fafhion for honed women 
V (except they had bufiaefs) to vifit a man's 
*• Court." 

Thefe Memoirs contain feveral very curious 
particulars relative to the Civil Wars, the fate of 
the exiled Cavaliers, Lord Clarendon, &c They 
are exquifitety entertaining, and, differing from 

mod 
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inoft of the celebrated French Memoirs, evince 

tnoft clearly, that the trifling and fopptfh refource 

of intrigue is not ncceflary to render a narrative 

interefting. The French Memoirs, indeed, abound 

'with hiftories of this kind ; and perhaps one of the 

moft productive caufes of the ill behaviour of our 

women in high life may be attributed to the early 

and the conftant reading of thefe productions, 

where adultery and intrigue are univerfally ftyled 

gallantry, and are never treated as crimes. It » 

much to be wiflied, that one of the descendants of 

the antient and illuftrious family of Sir Richard 

Fanfhawe, who poffeffes the moft perfeS copy of 

thefe Memoirs, would caufe them to be printed* 

for the amufement and inftru&ion of mankind. 
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REV. WM. MOMPESSON. 

ANTIENT France may, with juftice, boaft 
of a Prelate in " Marfeilles' good Bifhop */* who 

* His name was J. De Belstjnce, of an antient family 
of Guienne in France. He was brought up atnongft the 
celebrated Society of the Jefuits, and had taken the vows 
of their Order. 

was 
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was the benefa&or and the preferver of man- 
kind : England, however, may congratulate 
fcerfclf in having cherifhed in her bofom a Parifh- 
Prieft, who, without the dignity of chara&er, 
and the extent of perfons over whom M. de 
Bclftince diftributed the bleffings of his paftoraj 
care, watched over the fmaller flock committed 
to bis charge at no lefs rifcjue of life, and with 
ao lefs fervour of piety and aclivity of benevo- 
lence. 

The Rev. Mr. Mompeflbn was Reflor of Eyam; 
in Derbythire during the time of th? Plague that 
nearly depopulated the town in the year 1666, the 
year, after the Plague of London. He married 
Catherine the daughter of Ralph Carr, Efq. of 
Cowpon, in the county of Durham, by whom 
he had two children living at the time of this 
dreadful vifitatjon. He in vain intreated Mrs, 
Mompeflbn to quit Eyam at the time of the 
Plague,' and to take her two children with her. — 
|rle told her, that though it was his duty to ftay 
amongft his pari ihi oners during their affliction, it 
was by no means her's, and that (he by thefe 
means would fave her children from being infe&ed 
with the reigning, diftemper. She faid, that fhe 
would live and die with him* The children were 

at 
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at laft fent away. A monument has been ere&ed 
to her with this infeription : 

cc CATHARINAj 
" Uxor GULIEL. MoMPESSON, 

u Hujus Ecclejia Redoris ; 

<c Filia Rodolphi Carr, 

u Nuper de Coupon in Comitat. Dunelm. Ami*. 

€ * Sepulta eji xxiii. Die Men f Auguft, \ 

u Anno Domini 1666/* 

Under a DeathVHead on one fide of the tomb 
is this infeription : 

a Mors mihi lucrum. 9 * 

On the other is an Hour-Glafs, with thefe 
words : 

" Cavete! Nefcitis boram." 

Mr. MompefTorij who appears to have been art 
ailing man, never caught the Plague* and was 
enabled, during the whole time of the calamity, to. 
perform the funflions of the Phyfician, the Le- 
gulator* and the Pritft of his affli&ed parii, a/lift- 
ing the fick with his medicines, his advice, and his 
prayers. Veneration, no lefs than curiofity, miift 
lament that fo little is known of this venerable 
Paflor after the .Plague* . Tradition ftUl (hews a N 

cavern 
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cavern near Eyam, called at this day Cuckbtt** 
Church, and formerly called Cucklett's Fields* 
where this refpedable man ufed to preach and to 
pray to thofe of his parifhioners who had not the 
Attemper. This fatal difeafe vifited feventy-fix 
lamilies, out of which two hundred and fifty-fix 
perfbns died* The church-yard not being able to 
contain the bodies of thofe that perifhed by the 
Plague, many perfons were buried in the hills and 
the fields adjoining. Many of the tomb-ftones 
defied to their memory are ftill viable, particularly 
thofe of the family of Hancock* one of whom is 
£tid to have fet on foot the Plating Trade at Shef- 
field* The Plague broke out in the Spring of 
16661 and ceafed at the beginning of O&ober in 
the lame year. It was fuppofcd to have been 
brought from the metropolis in fome woollen cloths 
that were purchafed in that city foon after the 
Plague of 1665, and which had not been fuf- 
fictently ventilated and fumigated. 

To prevent the contagion from fpreading into 
the neighbourhood of Eyam, the Earl of Devon* 
lhire, then refident at Chatfworth, fix or feven 
miles from Eyam, caufed provifions and the 
neceffaries of life to be placed upon the hijls at 
regular times, and at appointed places, to which the 
inhabitants reforted, and carried off what was left 
for them. By the perfuauon and authority of the 

excellent 
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excellent Re&or, the inhabitants were prevailed 
upon to remain within a certain diftridh— Mr. 
Seward, the laft Re&or, the father of the elegant 
Poetefs of his name, preached a Centenary Ser- 
mon upon the Plague in 1766, in the parifh- 
church of Eyam, oompofed with fuch power of 
description, and fuch apathetic appeal to the feel- 
ings of his auditors (many of whom had loft their 
anceftors by that dreadful vifitation), that he was ' 
continually interrupted by the exclamations and 
tears of his audience. 

By the kindnefs of a Gentleman of Eyam, the 
Publtck is prefented with Three Original Letters 
of the Rev* Mr. Mompeflbn, written during the 
time of the Plague. I hope that neither I nor my 
friends (hall ever know that pcrfon who can read 
them without tears. 

LETTER L 

TO MY DEAR CHILDREN GEORGE AND ELIZA- 
BETH MOMPESSON, TTHESE PRESENT WITH 
MY BLESSING. 

Eyam, Auguft 1666. 
" DEAR HEARTS, 

* THIS brings you the doleful news of youf 
<c dear Mother's death, the greateft lofe that ever 
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m yet befel you ! I am not only deprived of i. 
« kind and loving confort x bat you alfo are 
" berdaved of the moft indulgent mother that 
11 ever dear children had. But we rhuft comfort 
•' ourfelves in God with this confideration, that 
,c the lofs is only ours, and that what is our forrow 
*' is her gain : the confideration of her joys, which 
u I do aflure myfelf are unutterable, fhould refreflt 
u our drooping fpirits. 
♦ u My dear hearts, your blefled mother lived 
u a moft holy life, and made a moft comfortable 
** ana 1 - happy end, and is now inverted .with a 
u crown of righteoufnefs. I think that it. may 
tc be ufeful to you to have a narrative of your 
Xi dear mother's virtues, that by the knowledge 
*• thereof you may learn to imitate her excellent 
f * qualities. 

* c In the firft place, let me recommend to you 
f< her piety and devotion (which were according 
rt to the exadt principles of the Church of 
u England). In the next place, I Can affirm of 
c< her, that fhe was compofed of modefty and 
*' humility, which virtues did poffefs her dear 
" foul in a moft eminent manner. Her difcourfe 
%t was ever grave and meek, yet pleafant withal ; 
*'* a vaunting immodeft word was never heard to 
«* come out of her mouth. Again, I can fet 
•* out in her two other virtues, /. e* Charity and 

" Fru- 
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fl Frugality, She never valued anything (he 
■ u had, when the neceffity of her poor neighbours 
* c did require it, but had a bountiful heart to all 
cc indigent and dtftrefled perfons. And again* 
4t (he was never lavi(h or profufe, but was «om- 

* mendably frugal ; fo that I profefs in the pre- 
€ * fence of God, I never knew a better houfewife. 

* She never delighted in the company of tattling 
a women, and abhorred as much a wandering 
H temper, of going from houfe to houfe to the 
€l (pending of precious time, but was ever bufied 
u in ufeful occupation. In all her ways (he was 
4t extremely prudent, kind, and affable 5 yet to 
u thofe from whom (he thought no good could be 
«* reaped from their Company, (he would not un- 
u bofotn herfelf, but in civility would difmifs theiff 
H fociety. 

44 I do believe, my dear hearts, upon iiiSicieift 
u grounds, that (he was the kindeft wife in the 
" world ; and I do think from my foul that (he 
u loved me ten times more than herfelf. Of this 
f€ I will give you a notable inftance : Some 

* days before it pleafed God to vifit my houfe, 
** (he perceived a green matter to-come from the 
** ilfiie in my leg .(which (he fancied to be a 

fymptom of the raging diftemper amongft us), 
and that it had got vent, and that I was paft the 
€t maturity of the difeafe, whereat (he rejoiced 

*QU UU D *< ex- 
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« c exceedingly. Now I will give you my thoughts 
." of this bufinefs : I think that file was miftalcen 
** in her apprehenfions of the matter, for certainly 
<c it was the falve that made it look fo green ; 
• l yet her rejoicing on that account was a ftrong 
f* teftimony of her love to me ; for I am clear 
41 that (he cared not (if I were fafe) though her 
" own dear felf was in ever fo much pain and 
cc jeopardy. Farther I can allure you, my fweet 
" babes, that her love to you was little inferior 
cc to her's to me; for why (hould (he be fo 
w defirous for my living in this world of forrows, 
K but that you might have the comfort of my 
u life. You little imagine with what delight (he 
5 C was wont to talk of you both, and the pains that 
*• (he took when you fucked on her breads is 
" almoft incredible. She gave a large teftimony 
f l of her love to you upon her death-bed. For, 
° feme hours before (he died, I brought her 
** fome cordials, which (he plainly told me (he 
." was not able to take. I defired her to take 
4i them for your dear fakes. Upon the mention 
*' of your dear names (he lifted up herfelf, and 
',' took them, which was to let me underftand 
" that ( whilft (he had any ftrength left) (he would 
<c embrace any opportunity (he had of teftifying 
* c her affediion to you. 

" Now 
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*' Now I will give you an account of her 
u death*— It is certain that (he had a fad con- 
<( fumption upon her, and her body was then much 
* wafted and confunied ; however, we being 
u furrounded with infe&ed families, (he un- 
c * doubtedly got the diftemper from them. Her 
" bodily ftrength being much impaired, (he 
<k wanted not to ftruggle with thedife&fe, which 
" made her illnefs fo very (hort, all which time 
ct (he (hewed much forrow for the errors of her 
" foul, and often cried out, One drop of my 
" Saviour's blood to fave my foul ! At the be- 
" ginning of her (icknefs (he intreated me not 
'* to come near her, for fear, that I fhould receive 
u harm thereby ; but I can aflure you that I did 
cc not defert her, but (thank God) I flood to my 
<c refolution not to be from her in all her (icknefs, 
(C who had been fo tender a nurfe to me in her 
" health. BlefTed be God, that he enabled roe to 
a be fo helpful to her in her ficknefs, for which 
(( (he was not a little thankful. No worldly 
<c bufinefs in her ficknefs was any diflurbance to 
" her, for (he minded nothing but the making 
M her calling and election fure; and (he aflced for- 
<( givenefs of her maid for giving her fometimes 
€i an angry wdrd. I gave her feveral fweajting 
" antidotes, which had no kind of operation, but 

D 3 u rathg: 
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** rather fcaldod and inflamed her more ; wftere- 
u upon her dew head became diftemperedt which 
u fH$ her upon impertinencie*, ami indeed I was 
<* troubled thereat j fpr I propounded (everal 
<c queftions in divinity to her ; as-n-By whom, 
« end cm what account, (be expe&ed falvttion ? 
c * and, What afluraaee (he had of the certainty* 
*f dierepf i Though m other things (he talked' 
" at random, yet at the feme time to fuch quef~ 
** tions as thefc (he gave me as good an anfwer a? 
<( I coul4 poffibly de{ire or expert; and at thefe 

* times I bid her repeat after me certain prayers 

* and ejaculations, which {he always didx with 
** mueh devotion, which was np little comfort and 1 
" admiration fo me, that God QiQulft be fa good 
c < and gracious to her. 

. « A little before her dear foul departed, I was 
'< gone to- bed y flie fent for me to pray with 
H her t I got up and went to her, and afked her 
** how (he didr Her anfwer was, that fbe was 
(i but looking when the good (hould come, and 
*« thereupon we went to prayers. 

u She had her anfwers in the Common- Prayer-' 
" Book as perfe& a9 if (he had been in perfe£k 
" health, and an Amen to every pathetic ex- 
<t preffion. When we * had ended our prayers 

* for the Vifitation of the Sick, we made ufe of 

" thofe 
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" thofe prayers which are in the book called 
41 The Whole Duty of Mm j and when I heard 
" her lay nothing, I urged her, and faid, My dear, 
" deft thou mind f— Yes, was the laft word 
i( which flie fpoke. I queftion not, my dear 
a hearts, but that the reading of thefe lines will 
** caufe many fait tears to fpring from your eyes. 
« Yet this may be fome comfort to you, to think 
<c (as I conclude) your dear mother a glorious 
u Saint in Heaven. 

" I could have told you of many more of your 

" dear mother's excellent virtues, but I hope that 

" you Will not in the leaft queftion my tgftimony, 

" if in a few words I tell you that fee was pious 

** and upright in her convtrfation. 

M Now to that God who bellowed thefe grfetts 
" 6fi her, be afcribed all honour, glory, and do- 
u minion, the jult tribute of all created Being*, 
<* for evermore.— -Amen. 

" WlJLLIAM MoMFtSSON /* 
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LETTER II. 

TO $IR GEORGE SAVILLE, BARONET*, 

Eyani, Sept. i, 1666. 
'? HONOURED AND DEAR SIR, 

%c THIS is the faddeft news that ever my pen 
<c could write! The Deftroying Angel having 
** taken up his quarters within my habitation, my 
* c deareft Dear is gone to her eternal reft, and is 
« c invefted with a crqwn of righteoufnefs, having 
«*- made a happy end. 

" Indeed, had fhe loved herfetF a$ well as me, 
" (he had fled from the pit of deftru<5iion with 
V . her fweef babes, and might have prolonged her 
" days, but that fhe was refolved to die a martyr 
<c to my intereft. My drooping fpirits are much 
<c refrefhed with her joys, which I think are un- 
<c utterable. 

" Sir, this paper is to bid you a hearty farewell 
4C for ever, and to bring you my humble thanks 
<c for all your noble favours (and I hope that you 
cc will believe a dying man). I have as much 
*' love as honour for you, and I will bend my 

* Patroa of the Living of Eyam. 

" feeble 
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t% feeble knees to the God of Heaven, that you, 

" my dear Lady, and your children, and their 

" children, maybe bled: with external and eternal 

• 

" happinefs, and that the fame bleffing may fall 
C( upon my Lady Sunderland and her relations. 

u Dear, Sir, let your dying Chaplain recommend 
** this truth to you and your family, that no hap- 
" pinefs nor folid comfort can be found in this vale 
" of tears like living a pious life ; and pray ever 
*' retain this r^le, Never to do anything upon 
* c which you dare not firft aflc the bleffing of Go4 
<c upon the fuccefs thereof. 

" Sir, I have made bold in my will with your 
" name for an executor, and I hope that you will 
" not take it ill. I have joined two others with 
w you, that will take from you the trouble. 
u Your favourable afpe^l will, I know, be a 
i€ great copifort to my diftrefled orphans. I aip 
*' not defirous that they may be great, but goocj ; 
ir and my next requeft is, that they may be 
" brought up in the fear and admonition of the 
« Lprd. 

44 Sir, T thank God I am contested to (hake 
*' hands with all the tyorld, and have many com- 
" fortable aflfurances that God will accept me upon 
* c the account of his Son ; and I find God more 
P good than ever I thought or imagined, and J 

P 4 ° will* 
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" with from my foul, that his goodnefs were not 
" fo much abufed and contemned. 

<c 1 defirej Sir, that you will be pleafed to make! 
«' choice of an humble pious man to iucceed me 
" in my parfonage > and could I fee your face be- 
€t fore my departure from hence, 1 would inform 
<c you which way I think he may live comfortably 
<( amongft his people, which would be fome fatis- 
" faflion to me before I die. 

44 Dear Sir, I beg your prayers, and defire : 
" you to procure the prayers of all about you, 
** that I may not be daunted by all the powers of 
<c Hell, and that I may have dying graces; that J 
€< when I come to die, I may be found in a dying 
«* pofture ; and with tears I beg, that when you 
«* are praying for fatherlefs infants,; that you 
• c would then remember my two pretty babes. 

u Sir, pardon the rude ftyle of this pap?r, 
*• and if my head be difcompofed, you cannot won- 
44 der at me. However, be pleafed to believe that 
** lam, 

« Dear Sir, 
44 Your moft obliged, mod affectionate, 
ic and grateful fervant, 

*• William Mompesson.'* 
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LETTER HI. 

. *tO JOHN BEILBY, ISq. OF • Iff YO*K« 

SHIRE. 

Ey am, November £9, «6fi&, 
* c DEAR SIR, 

* I SUPPOSE this letter will feem to you no 

4 * lefs than a miracle, that my habitation i* 

' ** inter vivos. I was loth to affright you with a 

•* letter from my hands, therefore I made bold with 

* a friend to tranferibe thefe lines. 

«* I know that you are fenfible of my condition, 
4 * the lofsof the kindeft wife in the world (whofe 
u life was truly imitable, and her end moft com- 
«• fortable). She was in an excellent pofture 
** when Death came with his fummons, which 
*' fills me with many comfortable aflurances 
i4 that fhe is now invefted with a crown of 
w righteoufnefs. 

u 1 find this maxim verified by too fod expe- 
w rience: Bonum magis carendo quam frueruk 
** cermtur *. Had I been fo thankful as my con- 

• " Good is more perceivable in the privation than in 
** the enjoy me nt." 

" ditioa 
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•* dition did defer ve, I might yet have had my 
*' deareft Dear, in my Jx>fom. But now farewell 
u all happy days, and God grant that I may repent 
*' my fad ingratitude ! 

* 4 The condition of this place has been fq fad, 
44 that I perfuade myfelf it did exceed all hi (lory 
• c and example. I may truly fay that our town 
** has become a Golgotha, the place of a fcull ; 
<c and had there not been a fmall remnant of us 
f left, we had been as Sodom, and like unto 
?* Gomorrah. My ears never heard fuch dolefyl 
* c lamentations— my nofe never fmelleji fuch 
horrid fmells, and my eyes never beheld fuch 
ghaftly fpectacles ! Here have been feventy- 
fix families vifited within my parifh, out of 
*' wr.ich two hundred and fifty-nine perfons died I 

41 Now (bleflfed be Qod) all our fears are 
«* over, for none have died of the infe&ion fince 
44 the eleventh of October, and all the peft-houfes 
44 have been long-empty, I intend (God willing) 
• 4 to fpend moft of this week in feeing all woollen 
" cloaths fumed and purified, as well for the 
" fatisfadion as for the fafety of the country. 

44 Here hath been fuch burning of goods, 
u that the like, I think, was never known; 
44 and indeed, in this 1 think that we have been too 
44 precife. For my part, I have fcarce left my- 
ci felf apparel to flaelter my body from the cold, 

« and 
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" and have wafted more than needed merely for 
w example. 

<c As for my own part, I cannot fay that I had 
" ever better health than during the time of the 
c< dreadful vifitation; neither can I fay that I 
* have had any fymptoms of the difeafe. My 
<c man had the di ft em per, and upon the appear- 
M ance of a tumour I gave him feveral chemical 
44 antidotes, which had a very kind operation, 
*' and, with the blcfling of God, kept the venom 
* c from the heart, and after the rifing broke he 
cc was very welL My maid hath continued ia 
*' health, which is as gn -.it a temporal bl effing as 
*« could befall me; for if (he had quailed*, I 
" fhould have been ill fet to h:iv. 'vaflied, and to 
•> have gotten my own provifions. 

€i I know that I have your pnvers, and 
** queftion not but I have fared the ociter for 
♦ 4 them. . I do conclude that the prayers of good 
" people have refcued me from the jaws of death ; 
" and certainly I had been in the duft, had not 
" Omnipotency itfelf been conquered by fomc 
** holy violence. 

** I have largely tafted the goodnefs of the 
" Creator, and (blelfrd be his name) the grim 
f looks of Death did never yet affright me. I 

• Quailed (ol«l Englifh) fell Tick. 

cc always 
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44 always had a firm faith, that my dear babes would 
** do well* which made me willing to {hake hands 
a with the unkind froward world ; yet I hope that 
" I fhall efteem. it a mercy, if 1 am fruftrated of 
44 the hopes I bad of a tranflation to a better place, 
44 and (God grant) that with patience I may wait 
* for my chance, and that I may make a right ufe 
44 of bis mercies : as the one hath been tart, fo the 
44 other hath been fweet and comfortable* 

44 I perceive by a letter from Mr. Newby, that 
"* you concern yourfelf very much for my welfare* 
44 I make no queftion but I have your unfeigned 
44 love and afFe&ion. I can affure you, that dur- 
44 ing all my troubles you have had a great deal of 
44 room in my thoughts. 

' 4 Be pleafed, dear Sir, to accept of the pre- 
44 ientments of my kind refpe&s, and impart them 
44 to your good wife, and all my dear relations* 
44 I can aflure you that a line from your hand 
** will be welcome to 

4C Your forrowful and 
44 affectionate Nephew 

44 William MoMfrBssoN.* 
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JEREMY TJTLOR, 

BISHOP OF DOWN. 

THIS pious and eloquent Prelate faid one day 
tg a Lady of his acquaintance, who had been very 
negle&ful of the education of her fon, u Madam, 
** if you do not chufe to fill your boy's .head with 
** fcmething, believe me the Devil will *• The 
Btfihop, from the fertility of his mind* and the 
extent of his imagination, has been, not impro- 
perly, ftiled the Shakeipeare of our Divines* He 
feems no lefs intided to the appellation of the 
Fletcher of that learned order, from the following 
elegant and tender fentiments, which are ex* 
traded from his fermon on the BlefTednefs of the 
Marriage Ring. 

'* Marital love is a thing as pure as light, facred 
u as a temple, lafting as the world. That love 
'* that can ceafe, as faid an Antient, was never 
** true. Marital love contains in it all fweetneis, all 

♦ The Spaniih proverb fays ftrongly, a The Devtt 
** tempts every man, bqt an idle man ever tempts tfa* 

« DevuV' 

«* fociety y 
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* 

* fotiety, all felicity, all prudence, and all wifdoro*; 
•* It is an union of all things excellent; it contain* 
u proportion, fatisfadtion, reft, and confidence* 
u The eyes of a wife a*re then*" fay$-this elegant 
and learned writer* " fair as the light of Heaven ; 
ct a man may then eafe his cares, and lay down 
*' his* forrows upon her lap, and can retire 
*' home as to his fan&uary and refe&ory, and 
• c his garden of fweetnefs and of chafte refrefh-* 
** ment." 

His ctfmparifon between a married and a fingle ' 
Rfe, in the fame fermon, is equally beautiful; 
** Marriage,'* fays the Bifliop, " was ordained 
tt by God himfelf, Inftituted in Paradife, was the 
* c relief of natural neccffity, and the fir ft bleffing 
ct from the Lord : he gave to man, not a friend, 
44 but a wife (that is, a friend and a wife too)* 

• This paflage reminds us of an anecdote that is told of 
Peter the Great, Czar of Ruiliai He was a man of a mod 
fayage and ferocious temper; and when he became angry 
his eyes flatbed fire, he foamed at the mduth, and his 
■whole frame was convulfed : yet no fodher did his lovely 
Erhpreft Catherine appear; than he ufed to throw himfelf 
at her feet, and lay his head in her lap. Under the prcf- 
fore of her feft and beautiful hands, the throbbing of his 
temples ceafed, and he immediately became calm and com* 
pofed. 

. . « it 
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. u Tt-is the feminary of the Church, affcf daily 
44 brings forth fpns and daughters unto God ; k 
44 was miniftered to by angels, and Raphael waited 
44 upon a young man, that he might have a blefled 
44 marriage, and that that marriage might repair 
44 two fad families, and blefs all their relations. 
, 4C Marriage is the mother of the world, and 
44 preferves kingdoms, and fills cities, churches, 
44 and even heaven itfelf. Celibacy, like the fly 
<c in the heart of an apple, dwells in a perpetual 
44 fweetnefs; but fits alone, and is confined, and 
44 dies in Angularity : but marriage, like the 
44 ufeful bee, builds a houfe, and gathers fweetnefs 
44 from every flower, and labours and unites into 
44 focieties and republics, and fends out colonies, 
-" and fills the world with delicacies, and obeys 
iC their King, keeps order, and exercifes many 
." virtues, and promotes the intereft of mankind, 
4< and is that ftate of good things to which God 
44 hath defigned the prefent conftitution of the 
44 world. Marriage hath in it the labour of love, 
44 and the delicacies of friendship; the bleffings 
44 of fociety, and the union of hands and hearts. 
44 It hath in it lefs of beauty, but more of fafety 
44 than a fingle life \ it is more merry and more 
44 fad, is fuller of joys, and fuller of forrow; 
44 it lies under more burthen*, but is fupported 

4t by 
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** by all the ftrcngth of love and charity, and thefe 

* burthens are delightful.'* 

* 
Then fty the wild promifcuous embrace, 
And be the father of a virtuous race. 

With what exquifitely elegant imagery Dn 

Taylor defcribes the early quarrels between Man 

and Wife, u which unlefs they are prevented by 

** good fenfe or good temper, are but too apt 

* c to blaft the felicity of that union ! Man and 

*' wife," adds he, " are equally concerned to avoid 

* * € all offences of each other in the beginning of 

I ** their converfation. Every little thing can blaft 

i * c an infant bloffom, and the breath of the fouth 

.** c can (bake the little rings of the vine; but when 
n *' by age and confolidation they ftiffen into the 

' * c hardnefs of a ftem, and have, by the warm cm- 

'• * 4 braces of the fun, and the kifles of Heaven, 

;■» * c brought forth their clufters, they can endure 

*' the ftorms of the north, and the loud noifes of 
<c the tempeft, and yet never be broken. So is 
«* the early union of an unforced marriage* 
cc watchful and obfervant, jealous and bufy, in- 
4 * quifitive and careful, and apt to take alarm at 
*' every unkind word. For infirmities' do not 
* c manifeft themfelves in the firft fcenes, but in 
* l ,the fucceffion of a long fociety ; and it is not 

41 choice 
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* thbice or weaknefs (when it appears at firft), 
<* but it is want of love or prudence, or it will 
ct be fo expounded ; and that which appears ill at 
**rfirfl: ufually affrights the unexperienced man or 
" Woman, who makds unequal conjectures, and 
** fancies mighty forrbws by thfc proportions of 
«* the new and early unkindnefs." 

Frbm the Sermons of no Divine whatever 
could a fele&ion be made of brilliant and ufe- 
ful paflages with greater fuccefs than from thofe 
of this learned and eloquent Prelate, as he is 
occafionally ingenious and pedantic, luminous 
and obfcure, myftical and pious, fublime and low, 
embracing fuch a variety of matter, and concen- 
trating fuch a mafs of knowledge and of learning, 
that even the acute Bifhop Warburton himfelf, 
who had no very contemptible idea of hi& own 
underftanding, might well fay, " I can fathom the 
li underftandings of moft men, yet I am not 
lt certain that I can always fathom the under- 
<c ftanding of Jeremy Taylor.*' 

Dr. Ruft, in his funeral fermon upori the death 
of the Bifbcp of Down, fays, u that he was ripe 
4< for the Univerfity long afore cuftom would allow 
u of his admittance 3 but by the time he was 
" thirteen years of age he was entered of Caius 
" College, and as foon as he was a graduate, he; 

vol. 11. e <c was 
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" was chefen Fellow. He was a man long afore 
a he wa& of age, and knew little more of the 
" ftate of childhood than its innocency and 

* pleafenfcnefc. From the Univerfkyy by the time 
•* he was Mailer of Arts, he removed to London* 
" and became public Le&urer in the church of 
" St. Paul r where he preached to the admiration* 
<* and aftonifhment of his auditory j and by his 
H florid and youthful beauty, and fweet and 
" pleafant air, and fublime and raifed difcourfe, 
'* he made his hearers take him for fonte young 
<c angel newly defcended from the realms of 
41 gl°ry- The fame of this new ftar, that outfhone 
•* all the reft of the firmament, quickly came to 
** the notice of the great Archbifliop of Cair- 
m terbury, who would needs have him preach 

* before him, which he performed not lefs to his 
41 wonder than to his fetisfaflion. His difcourfe 
" was beyond expreffion, and beyond imitation y 
€c yet the wife prelate thought him too young;, 
" but the great youth humbly begged his Grace 
" to pardon that fault, and promifci if he lived 
u that he would mend iu' w 
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kSAAC BAkROW,.D. D. 

^the precurfor of Sir 1/aac Newton in matbeihfcdcs, 
a great fcholar, and a mod able Divine, was a 
imoft violent Cavalier j and on Charles the Second's 
return, nothing being done for him, he wrote this 
>diftich z 

Te magi s optawitreditkrUm t taroh, Heritor 
tit nimofi^fit t% rcdiijp mhttii. 

how my breaft did ever burn 
To fee my lawful King return I 
Vet, whilft hit hippy fate I bit*, 
No «n< has felt its influence lefs. 

Mr. Williams, in a Letter addreflea to Arck- 
fciftiop Tillotfon, which is prefixed to the folio 
edition of Dr. Barrow's Works, fays, " His firft 
*' fchooling was at the Charter*houfe, London* 
" for two or three years; when his greateft 
tc recreation was fuch fports as brought on fight- 
lc ing among the boys. In his after-time a very 
** great courage remained, whereof many inftances 
%l might be fet down ; yet he had perfedtly fub- 
** dued alMnclination to quarrelling ; but a negli- 
** gence of cloaths did always continue with him* 
*' FoT his book he minded it not, and his father had 

£ 2 u little 
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" little hope of fuccefs in the profeflion of * 
u fcholar, to which he had defigned him. Nay,* 
" there was then fo little appearance of that com- 
<c fort which his father afterward received from 
" him, that he often folemnly wifhed, that if it 
<c pleafed God to take away any of his children 
" from him, it might be bis fon Ifaac. So vain a 
cc thing is man's judgment, and our providence 
<c unfit to gufde our own affairs !'* 

When Charles the Second made him Matter of 
Trinity College in Cambridge, he faid he had 
given that dignity to the bed fcholar in the king- 
dom. 

His Biographer fays, " For our Plays, he Was art 
" enemy to them, as a principal caufe of the 
" debauchery of the times (the other caufes he 
xi thought to be the French education, and the ill 
" examples of great perfons). He was very free 
" in the ufe of tobacco, believing it did help to 
<c regulate his thinking." 

In his perfonhewas very thin and fmall, but had 
a mind of fuch courage, that " one morning going 
<c out of a friend's houfe, before a huge and fierce 
4C maftiff was chained up (as he ufed to be all the 
" day), the dog flew at him, and he had that 
<c prefent courage to take him by the throat, and, 
5* after much ftruggling, bore him to the ground, 

" and 
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* and held him there till the people could rife and 
44 part them, without any other hurt than the 
41 ftraining of his hands, which he felt fome days 
<« after." 

Charles the Second, who was a man of a mod 
excellent underftanding whenever he thought fit to 
exert it, ufed to fay of Dr. Barrow, that he ex- 
Jiaufted every fubje£t which he treated. How 
well-founded this obfervation was, let the follow- 
ing quotation, containing a definition of Wit, 
evince. It is taken from his Sermon " Againft 
ic Foolifli Talking and Jefting." 

Wit is indeed," fays this great Divine, 

a thing fo verfatile and multiform, appearing in 

* 4 fo many fhapes, fo many poftures, fo many 

ic garbs, fo varioufly apprehended by feveral eyes 

M and judgments, that it feemeth no lefs hard to 

. " fettle a clear and certain notion thereof than to 

, 44 make a portrait of Proteus, or to define the 

" figure of the fleeting air. Sometimes it lieth 

," in pat allufion to a known ftory, or in feafonatJe 

.-" application of a trivial faying, or in forging an 

" appofite tale; fometimes it playeth on words 

<( and phrafes, taking advantage from the ambi- 

44 guity of their fenfe, or the affinity of their 

44 found ; fometimes it is wrapped up in a drefs of 

44 humorous expreffion ; fometimes it lurketh 

E 3 cc under 
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** under an odd fimilitud<r; fixnetimcs it is lodged 
" in a fly qucftion, in a /mart anfwer, in % 
** quirkifa r«afeii f in t&rewd intimation, in cur* 

^ ningly diverting or fmartly retorting an objec- 
* c tion j; fometimes it is couched in a bold fcheme 
€< of fpeech, in a tart crony or in a Iufty hyper- 
« c bob) in a ftartfing metaphor, in a plaufible 

* reconciling of contradictions, or in acute notf- 
** fenfe; fometimes a fcenical representation of 
^ c perfons or things, a< counterfeit fpeeph, a 
€t mimical look or gefture, pafTeth for it j fome- 

• * times an affe&ed fimplicity* fometimes a pre- 
" fumptuous bluntnefs, gives it being $ fometimes 
** it rifeth only from a lucky hitting upon what is 
• c ftrange, fometitnes from a crafty wrefting obvious 
#< matter to the purpofe j often it confifttth in one 
tc knows not what, and fpringcth up one can, 
*F hardly tell how. Its ways are unaccountable 
«* and inexplicable, being anfwerable to the num- 
«' berlefs rovings of fancy and windings of lan- 

€l g ua g e » I c i$> in fate** a manner of fpeaking 
% out of the fimple and plain way (fuch as reafon 
fi teacheth, and proveth things by), which % by a 
<fc pretty furprifing uncouthnefs in conceit or 
v expreffion, doth affeft and amufe the fancy x 
V ftirring in it feme wonder, and breeding fome 
< 4 delight thereto. It raifeth admiration, as figni- 
^ c tying a nimble f^gacity of apprehenfion, a fpecial 

* c felicity 
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** felicity of invention, a veracity of fpirit and 
** reach of wit more than vulgar, it feeming to 
*i argue a mre quicknefc of parts, that one can 
' c fetch in remote conceits applicable, a notable 
" dull that he can dextroufly accommodate them 
" to the purpofe before him, together with a lively 
*' brifknefs of humour, not apt to damp thofe (port- 
** fill fla&es of imagination : whence, in Ariftotle, 
*' fuch perfons are called E^if *>», dextrous men, 
" and £w|p<nroi (men of facile and versatile manners, 
" who can ealily turn themfelves to all things, or 
** turn all things to themfelves). It alfo procureth 
" delight by gratifying curiofity with its rarenefs, 
" or femblance of difficulty (as monfters, not for 
" their beauty but for their rarity, as juggling 
* c tricks, not for their ufe but for their abftrufenefs, 
u are beheld with pleafure), by diverting the mind 
*' from its road of ferious thoughts, by inftilling 
* 4 gaiety and airynefs of fpirit, by provoking to 
u fuch difpofitions of fpirit in way of emulation or 
u complaifance, and by frafoning matters other- 
4 * wife diftafteful or infipid with an unufual-and 
** thence grateful tang." 

The following Letter to Dr. John Mapletoft, one 
of the Cjrefham Profeffors (and which is included 
jn a feries of feveral other fragments of fome of the 
greateft literary Characters of the lafl Century 

S 4 publiflied 
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publifhed by a Grandfon of Dr. Mapletoft in the 
European Magazine), will furnifh the Reader 
with a fpecimen of Dr. Barrow's epiftolary talents : 

DR. BARRCTW TO DR. MAPLETOFT. 
" DEARE SIR, 

€< I DOE heartily bid you welcome home, 
" and receive your kind falutations moft thank- 
cc fully j but your projeS concerning Mr. Davies 
** I cannot admitt. Trinity College is, God be 
" thanked, in peace (I wifh all, Chriftendome 
were fo well), and it is my duty, if I can, to 
<c keep uproars thence. I doe wifh Mr. Davies 
" heartily well, and Would doe him any good 
" I could j but this I conceive neither faifible nor 
<c fitting. We lhall difcourfe more of it when I 
«* come. I have feverely admonished T. H. for 
<c his clownifli poltronry in not daring to encountre 
" the gentle Monfieur that faluted him from Blois. 
" Pardon my grave avocations that I deferr fay- 
*' ing more till I (hall be fo happy to fee you. In 
" the meane tjme (with my beft wifhes and 
" fervices to you, your good Madam Comfortable, 
" the good Doctor^ and all our friends) I am, 

" Deare Sir, 
" Your moft affe&ionate friend, and obliged fervant, 

" IS. BARROW.'* 
Trin.CoL July 19, 1673, 

DR. 
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DR. SOUTH, 

*>ne of the ableft and mod forcible Divines of the 
Englifh Church. His Sermons have great energy 
of thinking, and a nervoufnefs of language, tainted 
however now and then by a vulgar expreflion, a 
ludicrous fimile, and a play of words. Swift 
appears occafionally to have copied him ; and Dr. 
Johnfon always fuppofed, that Dr. Bentley had him 
in his mind when he wrote his famous Sermons 
againft the Free-thinkers. Dr. South, in early 
life, went into Poland, as Chaplain to our Ambaf- 
fador at that Court, and has publifhed a very 
entertaining account of that country, and of its 
King, the great John Sobiefky, in a Letter. Dr. 
South was a man of great fpirit and vivacity of 
mind i a moft decided Tory ; and not many days 
before his death (which happened when he was 
turned of eighty), on being applied to for his vote 
for the Chancellorfhip of the Univerfity of Oxford, 
he cried oijt with great vehemence, " Hand and 
.« heart for the Earl of Arran !" 

South had a difpute with Dr. Sherlock on fpme 
fubjedl of Divinity. Sherlock accufed him of 
making ufe of wit in the controverfy. South, in 

his 
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fiis reply, obfervcd, that had it pleafed God to, 
Jiave made him (Dr. Sherlock) a Wit, he wifhecf 
fo know what he would have done. 



DR. BUSB2\ 

IT was the boaft of this great iiiftruflor of 
youth, that at one time fixteen out of the whole 
french of Bifhops had been educated by him. 
The unneceffary feverity with refpeft to difci- 
pline which has in general been imputed to Dr. 
Bufby, is fuppofed, like many other fcandalous 
Tories, to have arifen from the prejudices and 
malignity of party? Several letters from the fcho- 
• lars of Dr. Bufby have been lately difcovered, by 
which it appears that he was much beloved by 
them. Bufby is faid to have allowed no notes to 
any claflical Author that was read at Weftminfter, 
The late Dr. Johnfon faid, that Bufby ufed to 
•declare that his rod was his fieve, and that who- 
ever could not pafs through that was no boy for 
him. He early difcovered the genius of Dr. 
South, lurking perhaps under idlenefs and cbfti- 
nacy. " I fee," faid he, u great talents in that fulky 
u boy* and I (ball endeavour to bring them out." 
This indeed be effe£tcd, but by. means of very 

treat feverity. 

DR. 
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DR. SYDENHAM. 

THIS great obferver of Nature flill keeps hi* 
well-earned and long-acknowledged medical fame, 
. K amidft the modern wildnefs of theory and fingu« 
larity of praclice. u Opinionum commenta Ma 
«* dies" fays . Tully very beautifully, " Natura 
c< judicia confirmat" 

Sydenham had a troop of horfe when King 
Charles the Firft had made a garrifon town of 
Oxford, and ftudied medicine by accidentally 
falling into the company of Dr. Coxe, an eminent 
phyfician, who, finding him to be a man of great 
Darts, recommended to him his own profeffion, and 
gavebim directions for his method of purfuing his 
{hidies in that art. Thefe he purfued with fuch 
ficcefs, that in a few years afterwards he became 
{hg chief phyfician of the metropolis. 

Sir Richard Blackmore fays of him, *« that he 
** built ail his maxims and rules of practice upon 
*< repeated obfervations on the nature and proper- 
* c ties of difeafes, and on the power of remedies : 
" that he compiled fo good a hiftory of diftempers, 
c( and fo prevalent a method of cure, that he has 
* c advanced the healing art more than Dr. Wallis, 

" with 
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** with all his curious fpeculations and fanciful 
* hypothefes." 

In the Dedication of one of his Treatifes to his 
friend Dr. Mapletoft, Sydenham fays, " that the 
** medical art could not be learned fo well, and fo 
*' furely, as by ufe and experience ; and that he who 
44 fiioidd pay the niceft and mod accurate attention 
cc to the fymptoms of diftempers, would fucceed 
** beft in finding out the true means of cure." 
He Cays afterwards, " that it was no fmall fan&ion 
<* to his method that it was approved by Mr. Locke, 
** a common friend to them both, who had dili- 
tt gently confudered it ; than whom," adds he, 
** whether I confider his genius, or the acutenefs 
** and accuracy of his judgment, and his antient 
* fc (that is the beft) morals, I hardly think that I 
* 4 can find any one fuperior, certainly very few 
*' that are equal to him *." 

Sydenham had fuch confidence in exercife on 
horfeback, that in one of his medical Treatifes 
be fays, i{ that if any man were poffefled of a 
*' remedy that would do equal fervice to the 
" human Condi tution with riding gently on 
44 horfeback twice a-day, he would be in pofleifion 
1 of the Philofopher's Stone." 

* Mr. Locke appended a copy of Latin verfes to Dr. 
Sydenham's " Tretitife upon Fevers/' 

The 
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The very extraordinary cafe mentioned by thb 
great Phyfician, of the cure of a moft inveterate 
diarrhoea, in a learned Prelate, by flow journies 
on horfeback, was that of Seth Ward, the Bifhop 
of Sarum, a great Mathematician, and one of the 
firft Members of the Royal Society. It is men- 
tioned in the Life of the Bifhop by Dr« Walter 
Pope. 

Sydenham died of the gout ; and in the latter part 
of his life is defcribed as vifited with that dreadful 
diforder, and fitting near an open window, on the 
ground-floor of his houfe in St. James's fquare, re- 
fpiring the cool breeze on a fummer's evening, and 
reflecting with a ferene countenance, and great 
complacency, on the alleviation tb human mifery 
that his (kill in his art enabled him to give. 
Whilft this divine man was enjoying one of thefe 
delicious reveries, a thief took away from the table, 
near to which he was fitting, a filver tankard filled 
with his favourite beverage, fmall-beer in which a 
(prig of rofemary had been immerfed, and ran off 
with it. Sydenham was too lame in his feet to 
. ring his bell, and too feeble in his voice to give the 
alarm after him. 

Sydenham has been accufed of difeouraging 
ftudents in medicine from reading on their very 
complicated art. When Sir Richard Blackmore 
a(ked what books he (hould read on his profeflioa, 

he 
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hi replied, •* Read Don Qyixote; it is a Vety 
u good book-*! read it ftill." There might be 
many reasons given for this advice : at that time* 
perhaps, the art of medicine was not approaching fo 
toearly to a fcience as it is at prefent. He, perhaps* 
difcovered that Sir Richard had as (mall a genius 
for medicine as he had for poetry ; and he very weH 
knew, that in a profeflion which peculiarly requires 
obfervation and difcrimination, books alone cannot 
fcppiy what Nature has denied. 



SIR JOHN TABOR, AW/. 

WHEN Sir John went to Verfailles, to try Ate 
fcffefts of the Bark upon Louis the Fourteenth^ 
t>nly fon, the Dauphin, who had been lonj ill of an 
intermitting fever, the phyficians who were about 
the Prince did notchufe to permit him to prefcribe 
to their Royal Patient till they had afked himfome 
medical qtieftions : amongft others, they defired 
him to define what an intermitting fever was. 
He replied, *' Gentlemen, it is a difeafe which I 
u can cure, and which you cannot/' 

Louis, however, employed him to prefcribe 
for bis fon, which he did with the ufuai fuccefs 
attendant upon the heaven-defcertded drug which 

he 
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lie admfniftered* The Bark was called for a long 
time afterwards^ at Paris and at Verfailles, the 
" Englifli Remedy tf' and La Fontaine himfclf* 
much out of his common method of writing, has 
Written a Poem* addreffed to Madame de Bouillon^ 
one of Cardinal Mazarine's nieces, entitled, " Li 
** Zfyrinquina" It commemorates her recover/ 
from a fever by the ufe of the Bark* then Called hf 
that name. 



JOHN LOCKE. 

TfilS great phitbfopheris buried in thechorcli-r 
yard of a fmall village in Eflex, called Oates* 
The infcription on his tomb-done that is ap- 
pended to the fide of the church, is nearly ob- 
literated. An urn has been lately ere&ed to his 
memory in the gardens of Mrs. More's very elegant 
cottage hear Wrington, in Somerfetfhire, with 
this infcription; 

" This Urn, 

4< facred to the memory 

•« of JOHN LOCKE, 

* c a native of this village, 

*• was prefented to Mrs. Hannah MoRfi 

44 by Mis, Montague. 1 * 

It 
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It is much to be wiftied that the gratitude of* 
tady to her inftru&or fhould be imitated upon a 
larger fcale by a great nation, whofe envied fyftem 
of government he analyfed with the fame ao 
curacy and fagacity with which he unravelled the 
intricacies of the human intellect, and that it 
fhould honour his memory with a magnificent 
memorial in one of its public repofitories of the 
illuftrious dead* 

Mr. Locke's celebrated <c Treatife on the 
tc Reafonablenefs of Chriftianity" is well known. 
It is, perhaps, known only to few that he wrote" 
feme letters to his pupil Lord Shaftefbury on the 
Evidences of Chriftianity. They are frill in 
M9. Twd gentlemen, who had perufed them, 
declared that they were written in fo affecting a 
manner, and with fuch an earned defire to intereft 
the young Nobleman for whofe fake they were 
written, that they could not refrain from tears 
while they were residing them. 

Mr. Locke, in that fmall but excellent treatife of 
his " On the Conduit of the Under ftanding, 5 ' 
chapter c Fundamental Verities/ fays, " Our 
44 Saviour's great rule, that we fhould love our 
44 neighbour as ourfelves, is fuch a fundamental 
c< truth for the regulating hum«m fociety, that 
44 by that alone one might, without difficulty, 

• 4 determine 
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* determine all the cafes and doubts in (bcial 
%i morality/' 

Mr. Locke, in one of his Letters, fpeaking of 
the advantages of converfation, fays, «' There arc 
" fcarcely any two men that have perle&ly the 
** Tame views of the fame thing, till they come 
u with attention, and perhaps mutual affiftarice, 
u to examine it ; a confideration that rnakes con- 
€i verfation with the living a thing much more 
" defirable than fconfulting the dead, Would the 

* living but be inquifitive after truth, apply theij; 
* ( thoughts with attention to the gaining of it, 

* and be indifferent where it was found, fo they 
" could but find it." 

• • • 

In a letter of Mr. Locke's, not generally known, 
addreflcd to Mr. Bold, who in a letter to him had 
complained that he had loft many ideas by their 
flipping out of his mind, he tells the latter, " I 
" have had fad eraerience of that myfelf ; but 
" for that Lord Bacon has provided a fure remedy. 
cc For, as I remember, he advifes fomewhere 
** never to go without pen and ink* or fomething* 
<€ to write down all thoughts of moment that 
tc come into the mind. I muft own I have often 
u omitted it, and have often repented of it. The 
" thoughts that come unfought, and (as it were) 
" drop into the niind, are commonly the moil 

vol. II* F " valuable 
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?< valuable of agy we have, and -therefore fhouli 
" be fecured, becaufe they feldom return again.-rr 
u Yqu fey alfo, thaj you lofe many thing^ becaufe 
" your thoughts are not fteady and ftrong enough 
cc to purfue them to a juft iflue. Give me leavq 
f * tothinjc, that herein you miftake yourfelf anjtj 
«? your own abilities. Write down your though^ 
'**• upon any fubje&, as far as you have purfuej 
'f them., and then go on again fome other time, 
** when you find your mind dilpofed to do it, ancj 
f ( . To till you have carried them as far as you can* 
" and you will be convinced, that if you have. 
<* loft any, it has not been for want of ftrength 
" of mind to bring them to an iflue, but fojr 
** want of memory to retain a long train of 
<f reafonings, which the mind having once beat 
u out, h loth to be at the pains to go over again ; 
c< and to your connexion and train having flopped 
c6 the memory, the purfuit ftops, and the reafon- 
tC ing is neglected before it comes to the laft 
" conclufion." 



LORD 



LORD CHANCELLOR 
SHAFTESBURT 

was a man of fuch talents and ffigacity, that at 
twenty years of age be carried a proposal of his 
t>wn for fettling the differences between the King 
^Charles I.) and his Parliament to his Majefty, 
who told him, that he was a very young man for 
jf^cfe an jun^ertakiog. " Sir," faid he, a that will 
u hot be the worfe for your affairs, provided I do 
M the bufinefc." It met, however, with no fuccefs; 
«or would, perhaps, a propofal made by Machiavel 
feimfelf have fucceeded better, when the fword was 
once drawn. 

■ Iiv the feign of Charles II. after haying filled 
tfome great offices, he was appointed to that very 
dignified and iiluftrious one of Lord Chancellor, 
/though he had never ftudied the law, and had never 
kgej) called to the Bar. On that account he ufed to 
>pre{ide in the Court of Chancery in a brown fillc 
•instead of a black fdkgown. Drydenhimfelfpraifes 
his /cancfajA whilft he adininiftered this great office, 
-frying of him, 

Yet faine defcrv'd no enemy can grudge, 
The flarefman we abhor, but praifethe judge. 
In Ifrael's courts oe'ejr &t an Abethdin 
AVjch more djfeero jog eyes, or hinds oiore clean; 
Unbrib'd, unfoifght, the wretched to. icdrefs, 
Swift of difpatch, and eafy of acceft, 

* a Yet 
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Yet in another place he calls him, 

For clofe defigns and crooked counfels fit r 
Sagacious, bold, and turbulent of wit ; 
Reftlefs, unfix'd in principles and place, 
In power unpleas'd, impatient of difgrace ; 
A fiery foul, which, working out its way, 
Fretted the pigmy body to decay, 
And o'er informed the tenement of clav. 



} 



t Abfalom and AcbitopbeL 

Lord Shafteftury was, perhaps, one of the 
abkft debaters that ever fat in parliament; no 
one under flood how to lead and to manage a quef- 
tion better than himfelf. Mr. Locke, who was. an 
intimate friend of Lord Shaftefbury's, thus dc-? 
fcribes him : 

cc I never knew any one penetrate (o quick into 

** men's breads, and from a fmall opening furvey 

44 that dark cabinet, as he would. He would 

. u underftand men's triN; errand as foon as they had 

: * c opened their mouths, and begun their ftory, in 

*< appearance, to another purpofe. Sir Richard 

' •* Onflow," fays Mr. Locke, 4 " and Lord 

ci Shaftefbury were invited by Sir J. D. to dine 

44 with him at Chelfea, and were defired to come 

** early, becaufe he had an affair of concernment 

* 4 to communicate to them. They came at the 

" time, and being fat, he told them, that he made 

4t choice 
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« choice of them both, from their known abilities 
" and particular friendfhip to him, for their advice • 
" in a matter of the greateft moment to him that 
€l could be* He had (he faid) been a widower 
" for many years, and began to want fomebody that 
" might eafe hira of the trouble of houfekeeping, * 
* c and take fome care of him under the growing < 
" infirmities of old age, and to that purpofe he had 
*' pitched upon a woman very well known to him 
44 by the experience of many years— in fine, bis 
44 houfe.-keeper. Thefe gentlemen (who were not* 
" ftrangers to bis family, and knew the woman 
44 very well, and were befides very great friends to 
44 his fon and daughter, grown up and both fit for 
44 marriage, to whom they thought this would be ' 
" a very prejudicial match) were both jnlheir 
44 minds oppofite to it, and to that purpofe Sir 
44 Richard Onflow began the xlifcourfe, wherein, 
44 when he came to that part, he was entering upon 
44 the defcription of the woman, and going to fet 
44 her out in her own colours, which were ftich as 
44 could not have pleafed any man in his wife.— 
4C Lord Shaftefbury, feeing whither he was going, 
44 to prevent any mifchief, begged leave to in— 
44 terrupt him, by afking Sir J. one queftion 
44 (which, in {hort, was this), Pray, Sir John, are 
44 you not already married ? Sir J. after a little 
44 demur, anfwered, Yes, truly, my Lord, I was 

F 3 w married 
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" rharrieJtKe <fa'y Before. Well then, replied" 
" Lord SHaTtefbury* there is rib more need 6f our 
" ailvfce ; pray let us have the hbnour to fee" my 
" Lsrrfy,irfd td wife her joy, and fb to dinner. As 
* c they Wktb rc&rning to London in their coach, 
" 1 ktii obliged te yotii my Eotti Shaftefbtiry, fays 
€< Sir RicKard, for preventing my running irit'6 a 
*' dtfeourfe which could never have Been forgiven 
" me, if I had f*pake but what I was going 10 fay : ' 
* c but as for Sir J. he methiriks ought to cut your 
€i throat, for ydiir civil queftion. How could it 
'*. poflibly enter into your head to afk a man, who 
44 haid folemnly invited us on ptirpbfe to have our 
• c ztdvice atout a rriarri'age he iriteri Jed, had gravely 
4C pfopbfed the woman to us, and ruffered us 
<c ferioiifly to enter into the debate, whether he 
<c were already married or n6t ? The man and 
•< the manner* replied Lord Shaftefbury, gave 
<c me a fufpicion that, having done a fbolifh thing, 
" he was defirdus to cover himfelfwith thcautho- 
48 rity bf our advice. I thought it good to b6 fure 
<c before 'you went any farther, and you fee What 
•« came of it." 

" I (hall give," fays Mr. Locke, " another ifi- 
cc ftaince of his fogacity. - Soon after the Reftora- 
« 4 tion of King Charles the Second, the Earl of 
** Southampton arid he were dirfirig together at the 
*< Lord Chancellor's (Lofdeiareiidori); As they 

u were 
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• • • 

* were returning home, he faid to Lord South- 

* ampton, Yonder Kite. Hyde (meshing thfc 
«* Chancellor daughter) is cfcrtainly ittarried to 
<* one of the Royal Brothers. The Earl, wha 
4C was a friend to the Chancellor, treated this as a 
« c chimera, arid afked Lord Shaftefbury. how Jb 
** wild a fancy could get into his head* Allure 

* yourfeif, Sif, replied Lord Shaftefbury, it ii 
* c fo. A concealed refpeft, however fupprefled, 
" (hewed kfeif fo plainly in die looks, voice, and 
< ( , manner, wherewith her mother carved to her* 
" and offered her of every difh* that it was iirf- 
** poifible but it muft be fo. Lord Southampton*" 
adds Mr. Locke, " who thought it a groundiefe 
" conceit then, was not long after convinced, by 
" the Duke ef York's owning her, that Lord 
" Shaftefbury was no bad guefier." 

Mr. Locke was wonderfully ftruclc with Lord 

Shaftefbury's acutenefs upon every fubje<9: ; and. 

though he Was not a man of much reading, yet 

nothing, in Mr. Locke's opinion, could be more 

juft than the judgment he paffed upon the books 

which fell into his hinds. He preferitly ,faw 

thnough the defigh of a work ; and, without much 

heeding the words (Which he rai* over with great 

rapidity), he immediately found whether the author 

Vgsmafter of his fubjt&,and whether his reafonings 

f 4 " were 
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were exaft. But, above all, Mr. Locke admired 
in him that penetration, that prefence of mind, 
which prompted him with the beft expedients 
in the moft defperate cafes; that noble boldnefs 
which appeared in all his public difcourfes, always 
guided by a folid judgment, which, never allowing 
• him to fay any thing that was improper, and regu- 
lating his leaft word, left no hold to the vigilance 
of his enemies. 

Lord Shaftefbury had ever been fuppofed to have 
ftflifted Mr. Locke very much in his celebrated 
41 Treatife upon Toleration.'* The outline of 
tbat great work was found fome years ago in Lord 
Shaftefbury's band-writing. 

Bifhop Burnet fuppofes him addicted to judicial 
aftrology. It has been faid, that his Lordfhip 
affected to believe this folly, when in compan^ 
with the Bifhop, to prevent his endeavours to 
wind out of him his political intentions. 

Lord Shaftefbury was concerned in all the 
political tranfa&ions in the Reign of Charles the 
Second. He advifed the King to (hut up the 
Treafury, and afterwards united himfelf to Oppo- 
fition againft the fchemes of the Court. The 
Jatter part of his Jife was fpent in plots and con- 
fpiracies, and from fear of punishment be quitted 
the Kingdom and retired to Holland. He* died in 

exile 
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#xile at Amfterdam, in the fixty-fecond year of 
his age, a ftriking inftance of the little utility of 
great talents, either to the pofleflbr of them or to 
the world in general, when they are not dire&ed 
by juft and good principles. 

Lord Shaftefbury was a complete inftance of the 
truth of one of his own maxims, which was, "that 
" wifJom lay in the heart and not in the head, and 
" that it was not the want of knowledge, but the 
<c perverfenefs of the will, that filled men's actions 
<* with folly, and their lives with diforder." 

According to Mr. Locke, Lord Shaftefbury ufed 
to fay, comically enough, " that there were in every 
* c one two men, the wife and the fjolifb, and that 
u each of them mud be allowed his turn. If you 
M Would have the wife, the grave, and the ferious, 
u always to rule and to have the fway, the fool 
" would put the wife man out of order, and make 
li him fit for nothing; but he muft have his times 
44 of being let loofe to fallow his fancies and play 
** c his gambols, if you would have your bulinds go 
41 on fmoothlv." 
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GOURVILLE, 

wlio was in England fn Charles the Second** 
tfifoe> from the Court of France, fays, u How 
•* happy a King of England may be, and how 

* powerful, if he will be content with being 
«• the firft man of his people. If he attempts ta 
•* be more than that, he is nothing/' 

la his Memoirs he mentions a very curious 
Jnftanfce of the intrigues of the Court of France, 
ih England — of that Court tyhlch has been fo re- 
nowned for its interference in the intrigues and, 
Cabals of other Courts for this laft century : *' In. 
** London,** fays he> " 1 became acquainted with 

* the Duke of Buckingham, who fince that time, 
• l addrefied himfclf to me with refpecT: to feme 
^ propofitions that he had been making to the 

* King of France, in regard to his intermeddling, 
** in fome cabals of the English Parliament.--^ 
•* Thefe propofitions were much approved of, 
ffc and for a certain fpace of time he received from 
* 4 me a great deal of money, that I gave him at 
** Paris, in two journies that he made thither 



•* incognito* 
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JAMES, 
FIRST DUKE OF ORMOND. 

THIS illuftrious Nobleman, according to Carte, 
permitted no feverity of weather # or condition of 
health to ferve him as a reafon for not obferving 
that decorum of drefs, which he thought a point 
of refpedl to perfons or places. " In winter- 
u time,*' fays the Hiftorian, c< perfons ufed to 
€l come to Charles the Second's Court with 
4t double -breafted coats, a fort of undrefs : the 
(i Duke would never take advantage of that in- 
u dulgence, but, let it be never fo cold, he 
« always came in his proper habit ; and this was 
u indeed the more meritorious, and required die 
cc greater effort in his Grace, as his firft queftiori 
41 in the morning ever vfrasj which way the wind 
* fat, and he called for his waifttoat and drawers 
* c accordingly. His drefs Wad always fuited to 
" the weather : for this end," ad* the Hiftorian, 
« in our uncertain clime, he had ten different * 
° forts of waiftcoats and drawers, fatin, IHk, 
** plain and quilted cloth, &c." The Duke, 
though a rrian of great fpirit, was a mod ex- 
cellent and a moft fenfible politician, taking 
patters as he found them, infeece Romuli y et non 

in 
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in Refullica Platonh ; c< for though," according 
to Carte, " he detefted making low court to any 
•* of the King's (Charles the Second's) miftrefles, 
* c yet he was not averfe to the keeping of mea- 
♦' fures with them, when it might be ufeful to the 
cC public fervice, the great end by which he re^u- 
•* lated his own conduct in public affairs." 



'SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN. 

THE following Extracts are taken from the 
Journal of this great Architect, which he kept 
when he went to Paris in 1665. 

" An academy of painters, fculptors and 
a architects, with the chief artificers of the 
<l JLouvre, meet every firft and laft Saturday of 
a the month. M. Colbert, Surintendant, 
#< comes to the Louvre every Wednefday and 
4t (if buiinefs prevents not)Thurfday. M. Charles 
CA introduced me to Bernini, who {hewed me 
" his defigns for the Louvre, and of the King's 
*• (Louis XIV.) fiatue *. The King's houfes I 

€ * Bernini's defign for the Louvre was not adopted} it 
is engraved in one of Perelle's books of Views. Bernini 
made a bu0 a bat no ftatue of Louis, I believe. 

« could 
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c< could not mifs. Fontainbleau has a (lately 

** wildncfs and vaftnefs fuitable to the defert it 

** ftands in. The antique mafe of the Caftle of 

4C St. Germain's and the hanging gardens are 

€i delightfully furprizing (I mean to any man of 

€C judgment), for the pleafures below vani(h away 

4 * in the breath that is fpent in afcending. The 

u palace, or (if you pleafe) the Cabinet, of Ver- 

" failles called me twice to fee it; the mixtures 

ct of brick and ftone, blue tile and gold, made 

** it look like a rich livery ; not a nich in it but 

<c is crowded with little curiofities of ornament. 

u The women, as they have made the language 

" and the faihion, and meddle with politics and 

a philofophy, fo they fway alfo in Architecture. 

4 * Works of filgrandand little trinkets are in great 

" vogue, but building ought certainly to have 

" the attribute of * Eternal, and therefore the 

tt only thing incapable of new faihions." 

In 

* Many of the buildings which have remained to us 
from the Antients, are univerially allowed to be perfect 
models of the art of Architefture. In fpire of the 
rewards offered by Sovereigns, and of that innate deilre of 
man to do fomcthing more and better than his prede- 
ceflbrs have done, evefy attempt to add another Order of 
Architefture to the Five long fince transmitted to us from 
the Greeks has been vain and fmitlefs, and has in general 
effefted nothing but a variation in the Corinthian Order. 

The 
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In the Library pf AH Souls CoJIege, in Oxford 
there are feveral volumes of original drawings * 9^ 

-The art pf building being an art of which the con- 
ftituent parts are utility and beauty, muft have foon 
arrived at its point of perfection. We have little left to 
do but to arrange and to compare. What has the rage pf 
inventing in Archite&ure produced in our times ? May- 
poles inftead of columns, capitals of no order, and adjuncts 
and decorations fo whimfical, fo minute, fo fplit into 
finall parts and tortured into grotefquje forms, that, as 
Lord Bacon obferves pf plots in gardens, " you may 
"** fee as good fights often in, tarts." It ihould, .how- 
ever, be mentioned to the honour of the Architect of that 
great national ornament Somerfet-Houfe, that he hat 
Beyer depraved the art with any capricious innovation, 
fie has ever made the Antients his models, and he has 
Hot pretended to vary and to invent, ".here variation and 
invention are nqt only fuperfluous but raifchievous. He 
has only with great tafte and judgment felected and com- 
pounded what he has already found perfect to his hands. 
His buildings are therefore always grand, yet fimple ; 
*ot diftrac\ing the eye with broken lines, petty divifions, 
/or arbitrary and meretricious ornaments, but prcferving 
always that unity of defign and that magic of effect: 
which render them the beft comments on his own excel- 
lent Treatife on the Art cf Architecture. 

* Many of them are interefting: the defign for the 
£nfideof St. Paul's Cathedral, with the high altar under a 
^canopy, amongft fome other,s, deferves to be engraved, 
TThe wealthy and the learned Society to which they be* 
long will fome day or other, with the liberality of Gentle- 
men and of Scholars, give them in that form to the public 

this 
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this great Architect. They were, I believe, prc- 
fented to the College by his fon. 4 The tide of 
one of them is, " Delineationes Nov ^ Fabric^ 
** Templi Paulini juxta tertiam PrvpofitUnem it 
*< ex Sententui Regis Caroli Sccundi fyb Private 
** Sigillo exprefa 14 Maii^ Ann. 1678." Sir 
Chriftopher appears to have floated very muck 
in his defigns for St. Paul's Cathedral. One of 
them is yery much like that of San Gallo for 
St. Peter's at Rome. In another, the dome i$ 
crowned with a pine-apple, and it is curious to 
4bferve how every defign for the prefent beauti- 
ful dome excels the other. The favourite defign^ 
however, of the great Architect himfelf was nc{ 
taken. In one of his manufcript letters to a perfo* 
^dio was defirous to build fome great work, Sir 
Chriftopher fays, " A building of that confequeupg 
« you goe about defer ves good care in the defignc, 
*' and able workmen to per forme it ; and that h? 
" who takes the general management may have % 
4i profpeft of the whole, and make all parts, out- 
a fide and infide, correfpond well together : to this 
** end I have comprifed the whole defign in fix 
?' figures." In another of his Letters, fpeakinj 
of his progrefs in building St. Paul's, he fays, 
iC I have received a confiderable fum, which. 
* thougji not proportionable to the^gre^tnefle of 

t 

? the work is uotyvkr^nding fuficient $0 begia 

" the 
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* the lame; and with all the* materials and othe^f 
* c afliftances which may probably be expe& ed$ 
u will put the new quire in great forwardnefs." 

Sir Chriftopher ufed to tell his friends with 
great pleafure> " that whilil he was building St* 
•* Paul's, he told one of the workmen to brina: 
tc him a piece of ftone for fome purpofe or other. 
* c The workman brought him an old grave-ftone, 
44 on which was infcribed Resurgam, and that 
•* he accepted it as a lucky omen." 

When Sir Chriftopher built the church of 
St.Dunftan's in the Eaft, the nobleft monument of 
his geometrical (kill* he had moft certainly in his 
eye the" High Church, of Edinburgh, and St. 
Nicholas's Church at Newcaftle-upon-Tyne. His 
towers that adorn the front of Weftminfter Abbey 
Were taken from thofe of Beverley Minfter in 
Yorkfhire. Sir Chriftopher intended a fpire for 
"the middle of the church, but gave it up, from 
apprehenfion that the fabric would not bear it. 

Sir Chriftopher was much impeded and har- 
rafted in his great work of St. Paul's by the care of 
cxpence in the Curators of it. He had defined a 
very fine Baldaquino for the altar, like that of 
St. Peter's at Rome. Dr. Compton, Bifhop of 
, London, had fer.t for the marbles for its compo- 
fition; or rather, as the " Parentalia" fays, the 
fpecimcns were (hewn to the Architect by that 

Pre- 
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? Prelate; Sir Chrrftopher not approving of them, 

-tile defign tos given up. He wMfcd flfc cupola 
Cor have been painted in Mo&ic, a kind of painting 

. as durable a* theptace ftftlf. S torte was not allowed 

Jrim to fill up the piers of that wonder 6f archi- 
tecture the Dome ; rubble was given to him in its 
-ftead : in confcqu^Aceof which there are fettlerients 
m that part of the church. The prefent liberal 

-Chapter of the Cathedral havirig admitted fculpture 
irifo it without fee*, in the monuments of Dr. 

Jehnfon and Mr. Howard, it is to be hoped that 
fee Hluftrious Architect of the fabric will partake 
©f the honour of a ftatue in his own Church, and 
ihzt the Cathedral of St. Paul will become the 

. British Temple of Fame ♦. The effeft of deco- 
ration on the interior of this church, may be obr 

' * Weftminfter Abbey is indeed To crouded wfth: Wbmi* 
ifttfente* that the beauty of the ctfquifite proportions in that 
elegant Gothic fabrick is quite deftroyed.. The Monument* 
fchemfelves have no effeft, either fmgly or taken together, 
tad the whole appears rather like a Statuary's fliop, than 
a repofitory of diftinguifhed fepulture. The late Sir 
jfolhu'a Reynolds, looking no lefs with the eye of afreftioa 
than with that of tafte, could find no proper place for the 
ftatue of his illuftrious friend Dr. Johnfon araongft tfcc 
Monuments of the emiaent dead that are buried in the 
AbbVy. 

h toL.iu m fcrved 
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fervid by irifpe&ing a Plate, publifhed fome yeaf§ 
ago by Mr. Gwynne, in which the Dome and the 
parts under it are feen as ornamented according to 
the intention of Sir Chriftopher. To make the 
perfpe&ive of the church appear with the greateft 
pi&urefque effe&, the heavy and immenfe orgkn 
that croiles the entrance into the choir fhould be 
placed on one fide, as is done at Winchefter, and 
painted glafs fhould be inferred into the Eaft win* 
dow, which at prefcntcaftsho "dim religious light.*' 

In that entertaining and inftru£Hve work the 
c< Parentalia *," written by Mr. Jofeph Ames, 
Secretary to the Antiquarian Society, and 
publifhed by the Grandfdn of Sir Chriftopher 
Wren, this extraordinary and ftriking paffage 
odcurs ; a paffage to which credit can only be 
given by thofe who know how the Demon of 
Politics like that of Fate confounds all diftinc- 
tions i how it elevates blockheads, how it de- 
prefles men of talents ; how it tears from the 
mouth of Genius, exhaufted with toil for the 
public good, and bending under a load of helplefs 
age, for which it has made no provifion, that 

# The Parentalia not only contains an account of 
Sir Chriftopher Wren's Works, but alio a very elaborate 
Ditfe nation on Gothic Architecture* written by Sir 
Chriftopher him f elf, 

bread 
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bread which it beftows upon the idle and the fclfifh ; 
upoti thofe whofe life and death, as the acute 
Kbmaii Hiftorian fajrs, are nearly the fame *. 

i€ In die jfeat 171 8, the fourth £ear of the rdgn 
* c of Gebrge tHe Firft (tnditt Pbfteri) Sir Chrifto- 
" pher Wreri's p&teht ftrf the office of Surveyor 
•• of the Royal Worki Was fuperfeded; In the 
11 fourfcore and fikth year of his age, and after 
u rfiorfe thin fifty years fperit iii a Continual 
'* aftive rind laborious fervice to the Crown 
" and Public. At that time his merits and 

* labours were riot remembered byfome. He 
'* then betook himfelf to a fcountr jr retirement, fay* 
il ing only with the Stoic, Nunc nujubet Fortuna 

* txptditius philofopharu In frhith recefe, free from 
" worldly affairs, he paffed the greater part of die 
(( five laft following years of his life in contem- 
** plation and fhidies, and principally in the con- 
(C templation of the Holy Scriptures, chearful in 
" folitude, and as well pleafed to die! in the (hade 
« 4 as in the light |." 

"Part 

* Quorum *vitam et mortem juxta efe ejlimo. Sal lust. 

f The great Dr. Barrow, in an oration at Grelham 

College (poken by him in the year 1662, in this rapturous 

fbrain of panegyric thua defcribea Sir Chriftopher Wren* 

then a young man* " Prascociorci neminem unquanx 

; o % #< pratftw 
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: iiWfm &bte;4vti$*» t for th^#fttf**y<tf the 
A -l*Pgto4**t .ftfb »revi€tw<if fom« farnw Ira^ki 
" aftwotay ^ri»MteiJ^te»,, W * &*re: ia the 
" ^lifaywznt ofthofe hours he, could, fpare fom 
/,?. qa&^ttfHttud rafearches iatoboly writ durioghii 
^' Uft r^tr^t, wh^rv it appeared, that (hough time 
yhtf e$fceWed his lipfcs (which w*s.. bis chief 
" -aiiqaeijt^yst had- it tut little influence onih* 
•■' yigpttif of hUfnind»,which contin^edymb a.vivacitjr 
" raiwjly C<^n4 at tjiaf ^gp, till within a few. days of 
" h^diiToj^tj^^^n^nQt till then could ceafe th* 
. c * continujpd aim of his r .whQle life to he (in hisrQwa 
« words), bentficus humqno+gtnmt for bis greai: 
« c h4faai?ifg(;^8eaj:ed/to thp l*ft in h mevolence ™A 

«orafi#:: v ;/:_; ; -;..; 

'•_■•« fffc/aitt \ ''' '. 

' « cKRrsm.P&gws, wr$n> Equeu . 

" Circumfpiciy 
tethe infcription on the farcophagus that contains 

;■ . • ' • ' • ■ > ■. . . • * 

" prceftitifTc fpes, ita nee maturiores quemquam 
ur ftu&m protulHTe, prodigium bftnr putfri, nunc miralu- 
*' hfnr viri,inim6 ctemoitfa&rlroniinis, fufliccrit memifttflV 

*+ mge n lofiffrroum & optim am Chfrfftophoriim Wucn o utfr/* 

• • .>•...» ..,,».., ...... • 

•».'.*. . • # v the 
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-^ *efeirin**f tbis gwt*Gto*»e*etf'tnri<eMh»tfed 

vtAfcdtttc&. Thili»%qHr«ve^{hooWidivie4re«i «n- 

.,g^vjeffc<^»*h*ft*fielfc»t fe in the ifciddlc -otfthe 

9*t«mctot ^hfe&ly to**- the Dbnir of St^aPs, 

j*d dot fitted in the vaifcienrfcli fe,. 
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_, • $ht ; Cfarigoplper Wr?n: was a- «naa off (mall 
- ftafure*, When - Chuder the JSeaopd came <p .fee 
. ftttf Juiiitif^pajace to Jm4 buik for hiitt at New- 

* * 

market, he thought the rooms too low. - : Sir 
Chriftopher wajked about them, and looking up, 

. fcepljctit "'Siiy«rid pleafc your AAa/etyr, 1 Think 
«* ifcey are. high enough." t The. &ti»g i^uatfed 
dowB to £ir Chriftopher-* -height, aoi /creeping 

v*ko*t in' this whimfical p^ftare, trifdt " Aye, 
M Sir Chriftopher, I thinfe ti^,.*re high 
.^ J8rtO»gh/ , , t 
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D£. HARVET. 

IT has been faid, that this acute Phyfician, oi* 
becoming blind, deftroyed himfelf by poifon. 
There is no foundation* for thus calumniating the 
piemory of this great Honour to our Country, 

' . i c 3 Pf. 
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Br. Harvey died of the gout at the age of fcverrty- 
- nine, and to the laft pofleffed fuch .tranquillity 
and firmnefc of mind, that not many hours before 
he died he felt his own pulfe, and made obfer- 
vations on the ftate of it, in order, as his learned 
Biographer frys, (c that he who whilft alivq 
f ' and in health had taught to others die be- 
<c ginnings of life, might himfelf, at his departing 
f c from it, become acquainted with the preludes 
"> of deaths 

Dr. Harvey i? buried in the church-yard of die 
• pbfcure village of Hempftead, in Eflex. In the 
. church there is a monument ere&ed to him, with 
a long Latin infcription. It appears, by the fize 
'■ of his cofEn now remaining in the vault under 
the church, that he was a man of very fhqrt ftature. 
Tfhe portraits pf him all agree in reprefenting him, 
2$ a man of a very fagacious and penetrating coun- 
tenance, and of a body much extenuated by meiv- v 
tal labour and fatigue. 
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SAMUEL BUTLER. 

IT feems ftrange that Charles the Second and 
his Minifters fhould have taken no notice of But- 
ler, whofe writings have contributed more than 
the efforts of all the other Writers of that time 
to make the Puritans ridiculous. Wood lays, 
" that Lord Clarendon gave Mr. Butler reafon 
.** to hope for places and emoluments of value and 
• **. of credit, which, alas, he never law." 

In the u Mercurius Publicus" for Nov. 20, 
1663, is this very Angular advertifement : 
f Newly publiflied, The Second Part of Hudibras, 
c< by the Author of the Former, which (if pof- 
" fible) has outdone the Firft. Sold by John 
4 « Mertin and James Alleftry, at the Bell, Su 
« Paul's Church-yard," 



JOHN S ELD EN, 

THIS great Scholar, whom Grotlus calls the 
Glory of England, took for his motto, " Liberty 
*« above all things." This little word, which has 
pccafionally afforded fo much good, and done fo 

G 4 much 
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much harm to mankind, Mr. Selden took, accor- 
ding to Tully's definition of it, to be the power 
of doing-^haf which the laws pefqijt. For in that 
very entertaining book, •* Selden's Table-Talk," 1 
» kind of Ana made from fair conversions, he (ays, 
SrcJpf&ing two great features bf our eftablifbraent in 
i-Cburcband State, article V LfiprgyJ' ■** There is 
•-# PQ Church without a Liturgy, nor indeed cat} 
& '.there bf conveniently, as there is no fchoel 
;# without a .gram mar. One fcholar, indeed, may 
i$ l» 'taugkt othcrwife, but not a whojefchoof. 
* c One or tyro tkat.ace pbufly difpofqd, may ftiVe 
J& tljenffetyes tfyeif #wn way, bi|t not * wM$ 
[if Ntfjon.'' , 

f Iq $e Article " £ing" Ije.fays, «A $ing 

/Vis at ttyjng which A4pfl h?Y° wdrfor tJtek * w n 
^ fakjes, fpf quietnefs (ajce, jttfl as jn a family 
H ofie m^n is aDoptnted to buy tfca meat. If 
f ( every man (hould buy wh^ th* <#her ljke4 not, 
M or what the other had bought before, fo, there 
" would be a confyftpfl, ^ut that charge being 
* c committed to one, he, according to his dif- 
" cretion, pleafe aJL If they have not what they 
u would have one day, they {hall have it the next, 
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WILLI r 4H PRTNNE. 

OF the malignity and unfairnefs of Politician* 
this learned man exhibits a lingular in fiance, 
Frynne's " HiJiriomafllx % or Treatife againft the 
** Acting of Plays," was liccnfed by Archbifhop 
Abbot. In that book there is a very ftrong paflage 
againft women adors. Six weeks after the pub- 

- Jication of it, Henrietta- Maria, Queen of Charles 

- die Firft, a&ed a part in a Paftoral at Somerfct- 
Houfe. Archbithop Laud, whom Prynne had 
Fingered by fome of his theological writings, the 
next day after the Queen had a&ed, {hewed his 
book to the King, and dwelt more particularly 
Vpon that paflage of it in which women a£tors^ 
ps he calls them, are ftigmatized by a very 
opprobrious appellation, and, according to "WHte- 
1oeke, told the King that Prynne had purpofely 
written this book againft the Queen and her Paf- 
toral. In cbnfequence of this information Prynne 
was punifhed with the moft favage cruelty by the 
Court of Star Chamber. On the Reftoration of 
Charles the Second* to effecT: which he had fliewn 
ib-raucb zeal that even Monk hi nfelf advifed him 
to be more temperate, fome one afked the King 
what (hould be done with Prynne to make 
him quiet. " Why," laid he, " let him amufe 
'.""■' a himfelf 
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** himfelf with writing againft the Catholics, and 

* 4 in poring ovejr the Records in the Tower." 

To enable him to do the latter, Charles made 

Jijm Keeper of the Records in the Tpwer, with a 

£Iary of five hundred pounds a year. 

, Prynne was, perhaps, pne of the hardeft ftudents 

, that ever exifted, He read or wrote nearly the whole 

. day, and that his fludies might not be interrupted 

\ry attending to regular meals, bread, cheefe, and 

ale, were placed upon a table before him, and to 

..fhefe he had recourfe as he found his fpirits ex- 

^ufted by his mental labour, Marchamont Need- 

. bam calk Prynne one of the greateft paper- worms 

that ever crept into a library. His Works, pre- 

, fented by himfelf %o the Library of Lincoln's Inu, 

make forty v plumes in folio and quarto. 

Prynne appears to have been a perfe£Uy boneft 
mjn. He equally oppofed Charles, the Army, and 
. Cromwell, when he thought they were betrayers 
of the Country ; and after having accurately ob- 
served, and fenfibly felt, in his own perfon, the 
violation of law pecafioned by each of them, he 
gave his moft ftrenuous fupport to the legal and 
cftablilhed Government of his country, effe&ed 
by the Reftoration of Charles the Second %o the. 
Crown of thefe Kingdoms. 



JAMES 
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JAMES THE SECOND 

faid to Mr. Clifton one day, ic I do not know how 
* c it is> but I never knew a modeft man make hi3 
*' way at Court." tl Pleafe your Majefty, whofc 
f« fault is that?" replied Mr. Clifton. 

James's feelings during the apprehenfions of the 
landing of the Prince of Orange are thus defcribed 
by a contemporary writer, M. Miflbn, who was 
at that time in England. 

« Oaober2, 1688. 
€i James publifhes a proclamation to remove all 
Cl teams of horfes, and other beads of burden, 
P twenty miles from the coafts." 

" Oaober 22. 
*' James calls an extraordinaryCouncil, at which 
■ f* were prefent fifty Peers of the kingdom, &c. 
€i and there he produces forty-one witneffes to 
* c prove that the pretended Prince of Wales 
? c is really the fon of the Queen. The fame 
" day the child is baptized, and called James- 
f c Francis-Edward, by the Pope's Nuncio and 
? a Bifhop in partibus\ the one reprefenting 

« the 
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" the Pope, and the other the Moft Chriftia* 
" King." 

" O&ober 23, 

cc Jantes Ae Second, feeing- extremely reftlefs 

cc and uneafy,, ordered a weatfter-cock to be 

* c placed where lie might fee it from his apartment, 

*' that he. might learn'by his pvvn eyes Whether 

'*' the wind is Proteftanj or Popifh *.'"'•■ 

. . « prober 3i- 

<c I was prefent when Tames received letters 
P from Newport,, informing' Him, with extrava* 
" gant exaggerations i of the difperfion of tne 
* c Prince of Orange's ffeet. - At his dinner he 
*' faid -to M. parillon, the French Ambaflador, 

;.V laughing, J\i laft the wil^J has declared fitfelf 
?' Popifb* and (added he, refuming his feriqi^s 
* ; air, and lowering his voice ? ) you know thai {91* 
" thefe three days I have caufed the Holy Sacra r 

• f * ment to be carried in proceffion." 

King James, not long before fee died, vifif*} 
the auftere Convent of La Trappe. in Nprmandy, 

. * " This, /ays Miffbn, *yas the way of tallsing, hpfh 

f* at Court. and in the City. The £aft wind was called 

" Proteffant, and the Weft Popifh." The weathercock, 

** large, hand fame 1 , and high, b (HH to be feeil, 171$. "*Ic 

;ff is. at one etad-o* tiw Banqueting- {ioufc.** . -* ~ ' 

' am} 
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^nd eh his taking leave of the Abbot feid to 
him,. " Reverend Father, I have been here to 
u perform a duty which I ought to have done Jong 
" before. You and your Monks have taught me 
,** how to die, and if God fpares my life, I will 
" return to take another leflbn." 

James wrote a Diary of his Life, which, to- 
gether with fome other very curious MSS. relating 
to (he Hiftory of Great Britain, was in the Scotch 
College at Paris. 



EDMUND WALLER. 

.KJNG JAMES the Second took Mr. Waller 
one day into his clofet, and afked him how he liked 
one of the pictures in it. ci My eyes, Sir," kid 
Waller, " are dim, and I do not know it." 
The King faid it was the Princefe of Grange. 

* She is," faid Waller, " like one of the grcateft 

* Princeffes in the world." The King .afked 
who fhe was, and was anftvered,. " Queen Eliza- 
" beth." '" I wonder," faid the King, " you 
< c ftould think fo ; but I mull: confefs fhe hail a 
« wife Council/' « And pray, Sir," faid Wal- 
ter,. " did you ever know a fool chufe a wife 
N*ne?" 

Waller 




Waller took notice to his friends of King Jamfe$*tf 
cbndttdr, and faidj u that he would be left like i 
•* whale Upon thef ftrand." 

On hifc deathbed Waller tbld Or. Birch, hte 
fcn-in-law, wht> attended him in his laft illnefsf, 
* c that he was orice at Cfcmrt when the Duke of 
** Buckingham fpoke profanely before KingCharles 
«* the Second, and that he told him, My Lord, I 
€i ain a great deal older than your Grace* and have* 
•* I believe, heard more arguments for atheifrft 
* c than ever your Grace did. But I have lived 
<c long enough to fee that there is nothing in them* 
ec and I hope your Grace will." 

The follbwing Original Letter frcrh Waller to 
Hobbes appeared in The European Magazine 
for January 1790. It appears to have been writ- 
ten before the Reftof ation. 

c * -SIR* 

<c ON Saterday laft I was artt y r Lodging by 
* € 9 a clocke in the morning (having ben by fome? 
Ci urgent occafions prevented in my intention to 
i4 wayt on you the day before) but came a little 
4C too late to tell you what I hope you will ad- 
* c mitt this to doe, That I sefteeme y r Booke* 
•* not only as a prefent of the beft kinde (pre- 
** ferring w 01 Soloman wifdome to any other 
4< treafure) but as the beft of that kinde : JIad 

"I gone 
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ic I gone (as by this tyme I had done) to the 
c< greene dragone * to fetch it I could not have 
*' written ex dono author is upon it as a wittncs to 
€€ pofterity that I was not only in y* favor but in y* 
" efteeme too (gifts being proportioned to the ufc 
« c and inclination of the receaver) and that w** 
* bought would have been my chiefeft delight 
€€ only is now that and my honor too : (S T ) One 
<c (hewed mee this morning D r Lucy's Ccn- 
<c fure f upon your Leviathan; He fubferibes 
" himfclf in his Epiftle to the Reader William 
*' Pike which (as his friend tells me) is becaufe 
tl his name in Latine is Lucius, wherein he con- 
u fefles what he is offended with you for obferv- 
*' ing that a man muft have fomething of a Scoller 
a to be a verier coxcomb than ordinary, for what 
" Englifhman that had not dabbled in latine would 
€€ have changed fo good a name as Lucy for that 
<c of a fifhj befides it is ominous that he will prove 
** but a pike to a Leviathan, a narrovve river fifh 
4< to one which deferves the whole ocean for his 



* William Crooke, at the Green Dragon without 
Temple Bar, was publilher of mod of Mr. Hoboes'* 
Works. 

f Published fir ft in 1657, 4-to. and afterwards in 1663. 
See Wood's Athens Ox on. 596. Lucy was made Bi (hop 
of St. David's at the Reftoration. 

« Th* 
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r «* ; Theater* AJ1 that I obferved iff the j>rdfa<* 

. *? ©£ this Pjckrill was that he fays y r do&rine 

,< c takes us Country gentlemen &c, : fure if wif- 

*< dome corns by leafure we may po&bly be as 

v 4: . S 00 ^ judge* of Philofophy as country parfons 

u are, alt whefe tynae is fpent in fatuting thoie 

: u who come into th« world a« goffipings, takeing 

," leave of thofe that gpe out of it att funerals, 

* c and vexing thofe that (lay in it w th long- winded 

- ** haranges : For WalJis and his fellowe * you 

*< have handeled them fo well already that I will 

* c fay nothing of them, for if I fltould fay all I 

. ** approve in you or finde ridiculous in your Ad- 

** verfarys I fhould requite your booke w th ano- 

" ther; confident I am that aH they write will 

w never be read over once nor printed twifc, fo 

a unlucky are thay to provoake you, 

-—Cbe ffggefe & ft goverrra 
Stualfigoverna & reggc Vbuom che certo 
Con i pofteri haver pratica eterna \ 

Who in this age behave yotirfelf and walkc 
As ofte of whom pofterity muft talke j 

* Probably alluding to Hobbes's " Six Leflbns to the 
*• Profeffors of Mathematics of the Inftitution of Sir 
•* H«ry SatiUV' (vij. Waliis and Ward,) *to. 1656. 

« with 
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* with Well applying, and ill translating of w«* 
u verfes I conclude the firft and come now 
u to the fecond part of what I mould have 
€ * troubled you with if I had found you in your 
* c Lodging viz: To charge you w tk my mod 
u humble fenrife to the noble Lord # w* whom 
*' you are as alfo w* h my acknowledgment of the 
u kinde meflage I lately receaved from his La* 
" letting him knowe that becaufe I could write 
€€ nothing fafely w ch he might not finde in print, I 
* c went to your Lodging perpofely to have 
€i troubled you with my conjectures of what is fo 
** to befall us in order to fatisfy his Lo 1 * curiofity 
<c who honored me with his commands therein* 

w Here is much talke of change both of Coun* 
(( cills and of Councillors and both is believed 
<c but what or who will be next is very incertayn 
" and this incertenty proceeds not fo much from 
( ' fecrecy as from irrefolution, for rowling our- 
'* felves upon Providence (as formerly) many 
" things have been debated but perhaps no orje 
" thing yet abfolutely intended. To me it feems 
" that his Highnefs f (who fees a good way be- 
" fore him) had layd fometime fince a perfect 
£i foundation of Government I mean by the 

• The Earl of Devonfiure f 
+ Oli? er CcomwcIL 
TOI. II. U * Mai 
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<c Ma : Gen u reducing us to provences and rulirfj* 
<< us by thofe provincials with the newe levied 
." army &c. but fayling of the good fuccefs hoped 
- €< for abroad and thefe arrears and want of money 
" att home may perhaps give occafion and op* 
5 C portunity to fuch as are enemys to a Settlement 
tc to retard and fhocke his defeins : The generall 
" voyfe att prefent goes for a feledred (not an 
U elected) Parl mt and that we fhall very fliortly 
€< fee fomthing done there : in the mean tyme de- 
<c firing pardon for this taedious fcribling (as ff 
€i I were infected w th the flile of y r frends Lucy 
« and Wallis) I reft 

44 Y r humble and obliged fervant 

" Waller." 



LORD CHANCELLOR JEFFERIES. 

A LEARNED and ingenious Collector in 

London has in his pofleffion the patent for creating 

# this infolent and cruel Magiftrate Earl of Flint. 

Jefferies wilhed to have this title, not as cori^e- 

fpondlng 
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Iponding to his general character, but as having an 
eftate in the County of Flint. Jefferies early dif- 
tinguiflied himfelf by his brutal treatment of pri* 
foners, and of practitioners of the law whom he 
difliked *. At the end of the " Ninth Colle&ion 
€i of Papers relative to the prefent Juncture of 
€t Affairs in England," Quarto, 1689, there is 
this Angular advertifement : " Lately publiflied, 
* c The Trial of Mr. Papillon ; by which it is 
u manifeft that the then Lord Chief Juftice 
f< (JefFeries) had neither learning, law, nor good 
"manners, but more impudence than ten carted 
u whores (as was (aid of him by King Charles the 
<( Second), in abufing all thofe worthy citizens who 
." voted for Mr. Papillon and Mr. Dubois, calling 
/' them a parcel of factious, pragmatical, fneaking, 
4i whoring, canting, fniveling, prick-eared, crop- 
u eared, atheiftical fellows, rafcals and fcoundrels, 
." as in page 19, and other places of the faid Trial 
may be feen. Sold by Michael Janeway, and 



u 



* His fcandalous behaviour to one attorney coft him 
Tery dear. This gentleman feeing him in a cellar, in the 
difguife of a failor's drefs, at Wapping (in which he was 
attempting to quit the kingdom), laid hold of him, and 
took him before the Lord Mayor, who was fo frightened^ 
on feeing his old acquaintance Jefferies, who had moft 
violently bullied him, that he fell into a flu 

v- H 2 *+mofk 
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<c moil Bookfellers." Yet Jefferies, amidft all hf* 
cruelties, was a lover of buffoonery. Sir J. 
Rerefby fays, that he once dined with Jefferies 
when he was Lord Chancellor, and that the Lord 
Mayor was a gueft, with feme other Gentlemen : 
that Jefferies, according to cuftom, drank deep 
at dinner, and called for Mountfort, one of his 
Gentlemen, who had been a comedian and an ex- 
cellent mimic; and that to divert the company, adds 
Sir John (as he was pleafed to term it), he made him 
plead before him in a feigned caufe, during which 
he aped all the great Lawyers of the age in their 
tone of voice, and in their action and gefture of 
body. 

When that exquifite combination of mufical in- 
ftruments the prefent Temple organ was to be 
tried previous to its being fet up in the church in 
which it is now placed, Jefferies was the umpire 
between the merit of it and the organ now in the 
New Church at Wolverhampton ; and gave his 
judgment in favour of the firft. Jefferies faid of 
himfelf, that he was not near fo fanguinary on 
the Weftefn Circuit, as his employer' James the 
Second wifhed him to have been. In that exe- 
crable bufinefs, he exhibited a ftriking inftance 
of the power of virtue upon a mind the molt 
vicious and profligate. He had no (boner retired 



^ 
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to his lodgings at Taunton, to prepare himfelf for 
the opening of his bloody commiffion, than he was 
called upon by the Minifter * of the church of St. 
Mary Magdalen in that town, who in a very mild 
manner remonftrated with him upon the illegality 
and barbarity of the bufinefs upon which he was 
then going to proceed. Jefferies heard him with 
great calmnefs, and foon after be returned to Lon- 
don, fent for him, and prefented him to a flail in 
the Cathedral of Briftol. Jefferies was committed 
to the Tower, on the flight of James the Second 
from England. He is faid to have died in that 
fortrefs of a difeafe occafioned by drinking brandy, 
to lull and to hebetate the compun£tions of a terru 
fied conference. 

• This Clergyman, who thus nobly diftinguifhed him- 

. felf in the caufe of virtue and humanity, was Tutor to 

the Rev. Walter Harte, who add re (Ted to him, under the 

title of MacariuSy or the Blefled, a copy of verfes in hit 

Mifcellany called " The Amaranth." 



b 3 CONGREFE. 
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CONGREVE. 

- THIS fprighdy Writer has been in general 
fuppofed to have written his Comedies without 
any reference to life or nature. The following 
tranfcript from a manufcript letter of Mr. Dryden 
to Mr, Walfli (Mr. Pope's friend), will fliewhow 
ill this obfervation is founded : 

cc Congreve's Double Dealer (fays he) is much 
u cenfured by the greater part of the Town, and 
41 is defended only by the beft judges, who, you 
€i know, are commonly the feweftj yet it gains. 
<c ground daily, and has already been a£ted eight 
iC time?. The women think he has expofed their 
* c bitchery too much, and the gentlemen are of* 
€< fended with him for the difcovery of their follies, 
« and the way of their intrigues under the notion 
« c of friendfhip to their ladies' hufbands." 

Dr. Johnfon objects to the plots of Congreve's 
Comedies, in fome of which the play terminates 
vith a marriage in a mafk. This excellent and 
acute critic did not, perhaps, recoiled"*, that till 
the beginning of Queeu Anne's reign women 
yfcd tp come to the theatres in a mafk. This 

prangs 
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practice was forbidden by a proclamation of that 
Queen, in the firft year of her reign* 

Mr. Congreve, after having been at theexpence 
of the education of the young reprefentative of 
his antient and illuftrious family, left nearly the 
whole of his fortune to Henrietta Duchefs of 
Marlborough. 

An Eflay on the Difference between Wit and 
Humour, in a Letter to Mr. Dennis the Critic 
from Mr. Congreve, is printed in the Bafkerville 
edition of this comic writer's worts. It is very 
(hort, but very well done. 



MR. DRTDEN 

has been faid by fome perfons to have written his 
Tragi -comedies upon his own judgment of the 
excellence of that neutral drama. In a manufcript 
letter of his, however, he fays, " I am afraid you 
u difcover not your own opinion concerning my 
** irregular way of Tragi- comedy (or my Doppia 
44 Favala). I will never defend that pradtice, for 
¥ I know it diftra&s the bearers ; but I know 

h 4 " withal 
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* c withal that it has hitherto pleafed them, for the 
*< fake of variety, and for the particular taft? 
** which they have to Low Comedy." 

The fcene between Malecorn and Melanax, in 
Dryden's Tragedy of the Duke of Guife, appears 
to be taken from the ftory of Canope, in %t HiJlaire$ 
* c Tragiques et Eftrange$ de Nqftre Tempf faf 
J* Roflit" I2ma 1620. 



ROBERT NELSON, ESQ. 

THIS learned and pious Gentleman was pectw 
liarly fplendid in his drefs and appearance. He 
was not willing to render the praftice of piety 
more difficult than was neceffary ; and, to attra£t 
mankind to goodnefs, fubmitted to embelliOi the 
charms of virtue by the graces of elegance ; think- 
ing perhaps with Virgil, 

Gratior et pulchro *vtnicm in corpore virtus 9 
Virtue more pleating in a pleating form* 

Pr. Johnfon always fuppofed that Mr. Richard-* 
fon had Mr. Nelfon in his thoughts, when h$ 
delineated the charadcr of Sir Charles Grandifon, 

ThQ 
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The following Letters of this very exemplary 
perfon to a friend of his, will {hew what early 
Jentiinents of wifdom and of virtue he entertainoL 

LETTER L 

JKR. ROBERT NELSON TO DR. MAPLETOFT. 

" London, the 12 Dec. 1679. 
u DEAR AND HONOURED SIR, 

w AS foon as I came to town, which was about 
*' ten days ago, I made a ftridl enquiry concern- 
•• ing your welfare, which I counted myfelf not 
" a little concerned in, by rcafon your, many 
" favours and obligations, befides the jud value of 
u your perfon, have engaged me to a particular 
♦ c refpecl: and efteeni for yourfelf, fo that my own 
*' happinefs will be much increafed by any addition 
" to your fatisfadtion. I was foon informed of 
" the alteration of your condition, and that you 
" had made the grand experiment of human life, 
" which feldom admits of any mean, but carries 
" us to the utmoft boundaries of happinefs or 
u mifery 5 and being well fatisfied that your great 
*' prudence would fecure the former of the two 

<c extremes 
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•* extremes— for nullum numen abefi 9 fi fit pru- 

* dkntia — I thought it no ways difagreeable to 
** congratulate your prefent enjoyment; nay, 

* friendfliip and affeftion obliged me to exprefs 
*• my }uft refentment, and be affured that the 
•* news of your great felicity under your prefent 
•* circumftances finds a welcome reception from 
• 4 no one more than from myfelf, the only reafon 
** that forbids- my regret for your abfence here In 
«* town. I heartily with thofe ideas and notions 
** you framed of matrimony may be exceeded 
€€ in the poflfeflion, that propriety and enjoyment 
11 may whetten the edge of your affe&ions, and 
u that no part of your happinef? may leave you 

* now it ceafes to be imaginary ; and though 
•* Thflles, who was a wife man, would feem to 
**■ infinuate as if marriage was never convenient 
** for the wife ; yet, as Alex, ab Alex, obferves 
** well, tC licet hac ambage vtrbor. fapienti nun- 
€C quam nxorem ducendam demonfiraret^ verun- 
tt tamen qui hac propenfo judicio explorare vult 9 
•*■ prafecTo in conjugiis multa inveniet commoda ufui 

* vita necejjaria-, fine quibus vix bimini fapicnti 
** ccelibem vltam ducere expediat, &c. Nay all 
"• nations have honoured thofe that are married* 
c * and puniihed celibacy. Even the Utopians > 
u that feem to have the moft refined and ab- 

« {traded 
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f v ftracted notions of things, would have thofe that 
<l lived Angle punifhed, as ufelefs in a Common- 
<• wealth. The creation of the world would be 
44 to little purpofe without it, for bumano genen 
41 immortalitatem tribuit ; and therefore indigrii 
** vtv/f p*r f h*jw o vivit et alter : nay, it is the 
• c opinion of fome, that it is impofiible to be faved 
•* without it. It would be endlefs to profecute all 
€t the arguments, and enumerate all the authorities 
€€ in its behalf; though I am fenfible there has a 
«* great deal been faid on the other fide : however, 
** if it confided with my intereft and convenience, 
<c and the objeft gratified my inclinations, it is 
<c not the rant and fatire of a Poet, or the decla- 
<c mation of an Orator, that fhould prevail fo far 
4i as to make me fufpend the execution of that, 
" for which my motives were fo fpecious and 
<c plaufible : but for all my zeal I am frill meijurh 
* c free as ever, and have yet no profpeft of being 
4 ' other waies ; and fhall alwayes pray, that all the 
" advantages of your condition may center in 
41 your match ; that you may be long happy in 
€i the embraces of an excellent wife, bleficd with 
** a profperous offspring, which may inherit your 
*' virtues as well as eftate, and then all other in- 
*' conveniences may be well difpenfed with. As 
4* to news, what we now moft talk of, is the pro- 

** rogation 
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* rogation ©f the Parliament till the i ith of Now. 
" with a provifo, that the King may call then* 
** fooner if he pleafes. It is their petitioning ha» 

* enraged him, and he (Wears by God they may 

* knock out his brains, but (ball never cut oflf 
*' his head. For all this, they fay they will (lilt 
•* go* on in getting fubferiptions ; the confequence 
•* I am afraid may be bad. I cannot enlarge, be* 
«*.€au(e Mrs. Firmin (ends for my letter, and 

* (ays it will be too late, if it does not go pre- 

* fently. My humble fervice to your Lady, 
** Mr. Dent, and my Lady Brograve, and all the 
** good company, and be allured that I am 

44 Your obliged humble fervant^ 

u Robert Nelson.** 

** AB your devout friends are much you$ 
Cf fervants* 

w My mother prefects her humble fervice to 
«* you and your Lady. 

•* T& my wartby friend the much-' 
•* honoured D^Mapletoft, att 
u Hamwelbjy in Hartfordjhire" 



LET, 
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LETTER IL 

*IR. ROBERT KELSON TO DR. MAPLE TOFT. 

41 London, 2d January 1679. 
<€ WORTHY SIR, 

*' I AM very fenfible that the true ground an J 
€t reafon of moft of the disappointments manjr 
* c men meet with in the grand tranfa&ions <£ 
41 their lives, proceeds not foe much from the 
** nature of things themfelves, as from thofe ex- 
u travagant conceptions they form of them ; anl 
4t that the chiefeft ingredient of their unhappinefs, 
M is the falfe opinion they have entertained of 
€i fublunary enjoyments, whereby their expec- 
sc tations are raifed to fo high a pitch, that as 
u 'tis not in the capacity of things to gratify, fo 
" they were never defigned for that purpofe ; 
41 which gave occafion to that noble faying of 
** Epi&etus, homines perturbantur non rebus, fed 
* 4 its #uas de rebus habent opinionibus * ; and to 
" that of Seneca to the fame fenfc, fapius opinion* 
u quarn re laboramus f« Now a wife man, that 

* Men are not difturbed by things themfelves, but by 
the opinions they entertain of things. 

f The opinion of the thing often gives us more trouble 
than the thing itfelf, 

" takes 
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* tafces a true eftimate of all thofe things which 
** make the greateft figure in the world, will 

* never promife himfelf complete fatisfa&ion, be- 
•* caiife they are not the adequate obje&s of His 

* defires. He knows that the beft ftate of things 

* here has a great mixture, and he is the happy 
•* man whofe condition admits of the leaft incon^ 
** veniency, a total exemption being no wife the 
u privilege of human nature. And hereupon I 

* could lay a fure foundation for your happinefs* 
*• fince thofe notions I have obferved you to en- 
* c tertain will never tend to diminifli it. Befides* 
u your prefent circumftances mud greatly enhance 
tt it; for according to the Italians (for whofq 

* acquaintance I muft always acknowledge my- 
• c felf debtor to yourfelf) fenza moglie al lato *, 
* c Vhuoma non e 1 beato. Sir, I was lately to wait 
** upon Madam Houblon, who made ftrict en-: 

* quirys after you. Your letter enabled me to 
ic give her full fatisfaflion in all points ; though 
•* (he faycs, fhe reckons you fo difcreet a perfon, 

* that now you are married, you'll never com- 

* plain of any inconveniencies, but make the 
•• beft of a bad market ; however, I look upon 
" this as meafuring other people's corn by our 
'•* own bulhell,' imagining our fentinients muft be 

.„ * A man is not happy unlcfs he has a wife by the fide 
•f him. 

" the 
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'*' the rule for others to fleer by : notwithftand- 
" ing, I was Co far obliged as to be efteemd 
* c among your friends and acquaintance, whidi 
<c is no fmall addition to my own chara&en Ac- 
* c cording to the company men keep in town, 
** you well know we have our apprehenfions of 
" public affairs. In fome places we are told, the 
** petition for the Parliament's fetting goes on* 
*' and that 'tis countenanced by men of credit and 
** reputation : in another place, you (hall hear it 
** expofed, and confidently affirmed, that none hut 
4< the rafcality and fanaticks are engaged in it. ^i 
u heard from pretty good hands yefterday, that 
** the Parliament would be diffolved before the 
** 26th January : 'tis hoped, in order to call a 
** new one. We expeft the Duke of York here 
u in ten days : the defign of his fudden return is 
a not known. We talk mightily of a letter the 
4i Prince of Orange has fent to the King j fome 
u hy^ to perfuade him to a flricfc alliance with 
■< c Holland j others, to forewarn him of the defigns 
" of the Monfieur againft him, who has, 'tis {aid, 
" drawn down many of his men to Dunkirk and 
4i Calice; but I think every fpring of late years 
u has afforded us difcourfe of a French invafion. 
** Your friend and fchool-fellow Mr. Dryden has 
* been feverely beaten, for being the fuppofed 
u author of a late very abufive lampoon. There 

44 has 
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** has been a good fum of money offered tS 
■* •* find who fct tbem on work : 'tis feid, they re- 

u ceived their orders from the Duchcfs of Portf- 
'. H mouth, who is concerned in the lampoon. My 

•* humble fervice pray to your Lady, who I am 

* glad to hear thrives fo bravely, as to gire hopes 

• of an hans en h elder ; the like to the reft of the 
•* good company ; and be aflured that I am 

** Your obliged humble fcrvant, 

" Robert Nelson. 
«* My mother's fervice attends you and your 
*Lady. 

•* To the worthy Dr. M apl e- 
** toft, att Hameh) in 
" Hartfordjhire." 



KING WILLIAM THE THIRD. 

SIR JOHN RERESBY, in his Memoirs, telte 
the following ftory of King William: u One 
u night, at a fupper given by the Duke of 
u Buckingham, the King (Charles the Second} 
•' made the Prince of Orange drink very hard* 
*' The Prince was naturally averfe to it, but being 
** once entered, was more frolic and gay than the 
** reft of the company j and now the mind took 

« him 
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ft him to break the windows of the chambers be- 
n longing to the Maids of Honour, and he had 
" got into their apartments, had he not been ref- 
<c cued." Rerefby's Memoirs, Year 1670. 

Bifhop Burnet very fcandaloufly and very un- 
generoufly accufes his patron, and the patron of 
the liberties of this country, of being guilty of one 
vice in which he was fee ret, The vice which 
tainted the charader of this great man, is now 
Weil known to have been that of dram-drinking. 
William's conftitution was naturally feeble, and 
having impaired it by immenfe fatigue, both of 
body and of mind, he had recburfe to that dange- 
rous and unfuccefsful expedient to renovate the 
powers of them. 

William was in general fo feeble, that he was 
lifted on horfeback, but when he was once feated, 
no one knew better how to manage a charger than 
himfelf ; his eyes flamed, and his natural drynefs and 
coldnefs of manner immediately forfook him. 

William, on his arrival in this country, received 
a very elegant, and at the fame time a very heart- 
felt compliment from one of the perfons from 
whom it would come with the greateft propriety. 
Serjeant Maynard, one of the ableft Lawyers of his 
time, waited upon him, with the reft of that 
learned body, to addrefs htm on his iafe arrival in 

vol, ii» I England. 
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EttgkmA WUUan* not ve*y politely but very? 
ttoaeftty teM Serjeant Maynard, that he had out- 
lived all fib? great Lawyers of his time. " Sir,' 9 ! 
replied the S? rjeanf, " I ibould have out-lived th* 
M Law itfelfY if your Majefty had not come 
~ hither." 

The foft&wfng fyeech cf thi$ great Prince, fawn 
aftfer hi& landing in England) breathes the famr 
f|>nHt df manlinefc, firmaefs-, and good fenfe* that 
ever feems to have dictated his words and inftigateA 
fm' anions. The fpeech of Wilbano is copied 
from* a very fcarce pamphlet, entitled, " A Col- 
K lecTion of Papers relative to the preterit Juncture 
* of Affairs in England. Part the Fourth* quartan. 
44 London, fold by Rich. Jane way, Paterao&er* 
"rove, »688v > * 

THE SPfECHr OF THE MNlGB OK ORANGE TO- 
SOME PRINCIPAL GENTLEMEN OF SOMERSET* 
SHIRE AND DORSETSHIRE, ON THEIR COMIN^ 
TO JOYN HIS HIGHNESS AT EXETER, THE 
15 OF NOVR. 168&. 

€C THO* we know not att your perfons^ yet we 
*' have a catalogue of your names, and remembe* 
u the character of your worth *nA intereft in your 
** country. You fee we are come accordiBg t+ 
a ^jour invitation and bur. promift : our duty- 1» 
' : " God- 
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€i Cod obliges us to protcft the Proteftant Re- 
ligion ; and our love to mankind, your liberties 
and properties. We expe&ed you that dwelt 
" <q near the place of our landing! would havi 
** joyn'd us fooner : not tfrat it is now too lat^ 
(c nor that we want your military affiftance (q 
<( much as your countenance and prefence, tq 
* ( juftify our declared pretenfions, rathqr than ac- 
" complifh our good and gracious defigns. Tho* 
** we have brought both a good Beet and a gQjod 
c < army to render thefe kingdoms happy, by ref- 
" cuing all Proteftants from Popery, Slavery, 
** and Arbitrary Power, by reftoring them to their 
" Rights and Properties eftablifhed by Law, W 
(f by promoting of peace and trade (which is thp 
«< foul of Government, and the very lif$-blgo4 
€< of a Nation) > yet we rely more on the goqdn^ff 
«< of God and the juftice of out caufe, thw 91*. 
<( any human force and power whatever. Yet 
" fince God is pleafed we (ball make ufe pf hu<* 
" man means, and not expeft miracle? for out- 
c * prefervation and happinefs, let us not negltil . 
*' making ufe of this gracious opportunity, but 
' c with prudence and courage put in execution put 
" fo honourable purpofes. Therefore, Ge.nt}e<* 
** men, Friends and Fellow-Proteftants, we bj4 
« you and all your followers moft heartily wcU 
H come to pur Court and Camp. Let the whoje 
' 1 2 u world 
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u world now judge, if our pretentions are not 
" J u &> generous, fincere, and above price: fince 
li we might have even a Bridge of Gold to return 
c< back;, but it is our principle and refolution 
ct rather to die in a good caufe than live in a bad 
€t one, well knowing that virtue and true honour 
€< are their own rewards, and the happinefs of 
c 5 mankind our great and only defign." 

Whilft as Prince of Orange, and the Champion 
of the Liberties of thefe Kingdoms, he was at Lord 
BriftoPs, near Sherbourn, in his way from Torbay 
to London, Prince George of Denmark, the Duke 
of Grafton, Lord Churchill, afterwards Duke of 
Marlborough, and Colonel Trelawny, came to 
him. On feeing them, the Prince exclaimed in 
the words of The Chronicles, " If ye be come 
c< peaceably to me, to help me, mine heart Jhall 
*' he knit unto you : but if ye be come to betray 
€ * me to mine enemies (feeing that there is no 
u wrong in my hands), the God of our Fathers 
** look thereon and rebuke it.* 9 One of them re- 
plied in the words of Amafai, in the fame chapter 
(the twelfth of the Firft Book of Chronicles), 
" Thine are we, David, and on thy fide, thou 
* c Son of yejfe. Peace y peace be unto thee, and 
** peace be unto thine helpers, for thy God help- 
" eth thee** The chapter goes on, " Then 

" David 
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< c -David received tbem, and made them Captains *f 
« ihe Band. 9 ' 

The Prince of Orange, whilft at Exeter, took 
up his lodgings at the Deanery, and on quitting 
that City (aid of the Mayor, who continued loyal 
to the Sovereign to whom he had fworn allegiance, 
James the Second, that he was worthy to be trufted, 
for being faithful to his truft. 

The Prince of Orange's army is thus defcribod in 
a letter written from Exeter, November 24, 1688 : 
*' We conclude the Prince's army to be about ten 
u thoufand men. They are all picked men; moft 
€i of them were at the fiege of Buda. They ar 5 
cc well-difciplined, flout, and fome of them of an 
" extraordinary ftature; their civil deportment, 
" and their hontfty in paying for what they have 
(and the ftriSnefs of their difcipline hinders them 
from being otherwife), winning not a little the 
" affe&ions of the countrymen, who refort hither 
<c forty or fifty in a gang to him," 

Bifhop Burnet preached the fermon at the Coro- 
nation of this illuftrious Prince from the twenty- 
third Chapter of the Second Book of Samuel : 
" The God of Ifrael /aid, the Rock of Ifrael /pake 
" to me : He that rulctb over men muji be juft % 
" ruling in the fear of God^ and be fball be as the 
H light of the morning when the fun rifetby even 

13 " at 
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* *» * inm&lig without tltouts 5 ar tfe #«<frr 
c< grafs fpringetb out oftht earthy by <ckar jbinittg 
M*fterr*ih:\ 

. The reteffe of lihe Mtxla! ftruck fof William's 
^Coronation re^refents Phaeton whirled from the 
'Chkriot-otf tfcfe Sun by Jti piter, with this motto, " Ne 
**' itrtas ctbfumatur *rfo>— -To prevent the dfrftruc- 
♦ c tion of the univerfe.' 1 

1 'WilKam ftever appeared in fpirits but when he 
•"Wta fct tfee bead of his troops. To fotra dragoon 
Hirtjo wis running away in an engagement, tie 
jgfcveva Wo«to with hfe fword in the face, ikying, 
** Now I (hril Itnow where to find a coward." 

Williarm,th&ugh byno means a fanguinaryPrince, 
wbuld never erttend mercy to 3. hoirfe-breaker ; he 
~t*hOught that bright jewel of the crown fullied, 
when it Ihed its benignant rays upon thofe who 
profane With terror and with rapine thefecurity 
of that 'folemn and peaceful hour in which labour 
recreates its diffipated and fatigued fpirits, and 
When anxiety fufpends its cares, and mifery forgets 
its wfces 5 'thinking with the elegant La Motte, 

When Heav'n-defcended Mercy is mifplaced, 
l^he People hitter, and the king's diigtaced 5 
*tis P\ty\ fblf ftatltops the ftftlrng tear, 
^Tfe &krme*lcy *b*t bid* us'be fevere 4 
And ^uniflmrent with reafon we may blefs, 
That n.pre chaftifing, ft ill chart iies lefs. 

William, 



- yWfa*h Mfcc ma*y other great mew, ta4 aat 
&wig eigoyed *he (pleodid fiction pf goyerwBWtf, 
*he ApppM <:w*pettfittfon for all his labours, be- 
iore ha feuad it embittered by difficulty and 4ifcp- 
^pftintment. More indeed is everexpeded foommm 
in that fixation than be -can poffijbly perform 
thofe whom he has already Jeaded with favours 
think they have a right to that addition to them, 
which is neither honourable for themfelves, or for 
■their benefador ; whUft thofe who have not yet 
dtafted ofliis houoty, endeavour to wreft it from 
•him by clamour, by violence, and by an un- 
principled qppofition to all his measures ; even to 
thofe in which the fafety of the country is in- 
volved. Willism, -too ienfibly experiencing thefe 
jjeceflary concomitants upon greatnefs, entertained 
-Serious thoughts of .(Quitting that country, which 
he bad encened at the .haaaard of bis own poflefflbnj, 
and of his own life, to fave from flavery andfu- 
jxerftition ; and had prepared a fpeech to the Par- 
liament, requeuing them to name fuch perfonsas they 
. ihpuJd .think fit to manage that government, which 
J&unfelf was mfblveA no Jonger to hold. By the 
kuMbiefS'Cf a 'Gentleman*, " whom all mud love, 
"'** for he loves all," and who never thinks his time 
and Us talents fo well employed as in theaffiftance 

•* l<&;PlAWf*, Efg. of the "Britillk Mufcum. 

* 4 <* 
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of his friends and in the fervice of the Public, the 
Compiles, is enabled to give a Copy of the Minutes 
of the Speech which this excellent and ill-treated 
Prince intended to make to both Houfes of Par- 
liament, fome time in the year 1698, from the 
original in his Majefiy's own hand-writing, and 
in his own fpelling : 

M\&G«. 

» Je fuis vcnu ici dans ce 

' Royaume au defir de cette 

Nation pour lafauver de mine 
ct pour preferver voftre Re- 
ligion vos Lois et Libertes, et 

b 
pour ce fujet J'ai €t€ oblig6 

A 

de foutenir une longue et tres 

onereufe Guerre pour ce Roy- 

* • aume laquclle par la grace de 

Dieu et la bravoure de cette 
Nation eft a prefent termin£e 
par une bonne paix, dans la- 
quelle vous pouries vivre heu- 
reufement et en repos fi vous 
voulies contribuer a votre 
propre feuret£ ainfi que Je 
vpus l'avois recoipmand^ a 
Touverture de cette feilion. 
• que vous aves (I pen d'e- Mais voyant au contraire* que 

gard a me* advis et ne auqu'un 

vous prene* h peu de foin de 

votre feurete* et vous expofls 

a un* 



•' DISTINGUISHED PERSONS. 1*1 

, a une mine ev ideate 

* des feuls et uniques deftituant * des moyea 
rooyens que pouroit fervir, a 
& ncpouvant nen raire de ceflTaire pour votre defenie, il 
mon cofte* pour l'eviter ne feroitpasjufteouraifcowiblc 
etant hors d'etat de vous que Je fuflc temoin de 
defendre et protege perte fans vous pouvodr 

* ce qui a £fte la feule veu fendre ou proteger * akili Je 
tjue J'ay eu en venant en dois vous requerir de 
•te pays me 

et uommcr telles 

que vous jugereres c a p a Me 

* auquels Je puiffe laiffe # 

J'adminiftration d u «pws? adminiftrer le Gauvtn»- 

rnent en mon abfence. V<mb 
afleurant que quoy qqejefpis 

force* 

oblige* ayrefent deme 

hors du Royaume Je 

fer veres toujour* la mesne 

clinaticn pourfon arentagret 

*et que Je jugere* la pou- prbfperite\ * Et que qttaod Je 

-voir entreprendr'e avec poures juger que ma peefcnee 

fucces y fcroit neceffaire poiur votre 

* Fousvousmefteresenetat defence * Je feces tout port€ 
que , a y revenir et hafarde ma vie 

pour voftre feurtte* covamc Je 
l'ai fait par le pafle* Vrimt le 
bon Dieu de benir vos delibe- 
rations et de vous infpirer ce 
qui eft neceffaire pour le bicm 
et ia feuretc* du Royaume. 

$UEEN 
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TT appears, by the K Account of the Death <Jf 

. **' Queen Mary, written by a Miriifter of State/* 

Hhat a. letter of her's to King William, diffuading 

jhira ftom continuing xo keep a Mrs. Villers as his 

• ttaiftrefs, was found In iher frnong box, to be deli- 
vered to her hufband when fhe was dead. The 

4, ~<&ar&Ster of Queen Mary, written by Bifhop Btir- 

* «et, contains a delineation of every female virtue, 
r *md of every female grace. He makes her fay, 
, fthat file looked upon idlenefs as the great cor- 
« *upfcar of human mature, and believed, that if the 

mind had no employment given it, it would create 

Ibme of the worft to itfelf ; and fhe thought, that 

anything that might amufe and divert, without 

^ ..leaving ^.drqg and impreffion behind it, ought to 

vtftU up thofe vacant hours thatfv^re not claimed by 

devotion or bufmefc. " When* her eyes/' fays 

: Bifhop Burnet, ** were endangered by reading too 

44 much, fhe found out the amuiement of 'work *$ 

u and 

• Dr. John fori, with his ufual acutenefs of remark and 
■Slrength of language, ifays in one of the Papers of hit 
^Rambrfer, M 1 have always, admired the wifdom of thofe 
* ,a4, bV 'wh^m our -female education was inftituted, for 
* fc, 4tavit)g ewnwHrcd-tbat -.every woman, of whatever coa- 
** 4»iiion, Ihould be taught l'ome arts of manufacture* by 
" • - 4 * which 



f* «m! in att tbofe ko&tts that n*ere not given to 
ff better employments, fee wrought with her own 
*' hands, and that femetitnee with (o ewftant a 
a diligence, as if (he had been to earn her bread 
" by it. Her example loon wrought on not only 
44 thofe that belonged to her, but the whole town, 
" to follow it, fo that it was become as much the 
" fafhion to work, as it had been to be idle." 

' King Wflliam has been fuppofed not to hare 
been a very kind and tender hufband to his excel- 
lent Queen. He was, however, much affefled by 
her death, and faid, " ihe had never once given 
M htm any reafon to be difpleaied with her daring 

** which the vacuities of reclufe and domeftic life thay bt 
•* filled up. Whenever," adds he, " chance brings with* 
u in my obfervation a knot of young ladies bufy at rheir 
** needles, I confider rayfelf as in the fchool of Virtue; 
" and though 1 have no extraordinary (kill in plain- work 
** or embroidery, I look upon their operations with as 
•* much fetkfa&ion as their Governefc, becaufe I regard 
" them as providing a fecurity againft the tnoft dangerous 
*< iwfaarers of the foul, by enabling t he mf elves to exclude 
il Idlenefs from their folitary moments ; and with Idle- 
" nefs, her attendant train of paflions, fancies, chimaeras, 
** fears, forrows, anddefires. Ovidand Cervantes will in- 
" form them, that love has no power but over thofe whom 
" hecatches unemployed ; and Hcclor, in the Iliad, when 
f he -fees Andromache overwhelmed with terror, fends 
H hfit {or <JOJifolation to the loom and the dillaff." 

« the 
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•* the courfe of their marriage/' After his deaths 
x locket,, containing fome hair of Queen Mary> 
was found hanging near his heart. . 



BISHOP BURNET 

was a great goffip, of a very inquifitive torn 
in convention,, and of fo much abfence of mind* 
that he would occaflonally mention in company 
cixcumftances that could not fail to be difpleafing 
to* perfons that were prefent- He teized feveral of 
iis friends to introduce him to Prince Eugene, 
whom, he foon very much offended, by afking hint 
feme qoefifons about his mother, the Counters of 
SoHibns, who had been accufed of having poifontd 
her hufband : and he mentioned to the Prince his 
own evafion from France in early life, for having 
ridiculed Louis XIV- in feme intercepted letters. 
Lord Godolphin he reprefents as a continual card- 
player, who, it feems, always took care to play at 
cards when he was in company with the Bifhop, 
Jeff he fliould put to him impertinent and leading 
^ueftlons. The flrft Lord Shaftefhury he repre- 
ients as addicted to judicial aftrology, who ufed to 
.talk en that fubjeft before the Bifhop merely to 
prevent his talking politics to hiuu Bifhop Burnet, 

at 
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it fhe age of eighteen, wrote a Treatife on E4«- 
iCation in very wretched language, but in which 
there is this curious obfervation : u That the 
%i Greek language, except for the New Tefta- 
4< ment, is of no very great ufe to Gentlemen, as 
-" moft of the bed: books in it are tranflated into 
* Latin, Engiifb, or French." 

According to Dr. Cockburn, when Bifhop 
Burnet was prefented to Charles the Second by 
the Duke of Lauderdale, he faid to his Majefty, 
44 Sir, 1 bring a perfon to you who is not capable 
** of forgetting anything." • The King replied, 
tt Then, my Lord, you and I have the more 
4( reafon to take care what we fay to him, or be- 
« fore him/' 



LORD SOMERS. 

THIS great Lawyer, to whom every English- 
man who feels the bleffings of that Confutation 
t>f Government under which he has the happt- 
Jtefe to Jive, owes the higheft obligations, for the 
excellent and fpirited defences he made of the 
two great bulwarks of it, the limited fuccef- 
fion to the crown, and the trial by jury, is thuft 

fplendidl/ 
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** fo upright and able naturally became the object 
«* of their hatred ; and they had too eafy and too 
•* iftich credit. What greater misfortune can be 

* entailed on popular government, than forward- 
** nefe m receiving all the impreflions of malevo- 

* lence! 

€C When I had finished my letter, it came 
•* into my head to add Somers's charafter, which 
«* was uniform, to Shrewsbury, which was all 
«* deformity* 

4 •* I have been fo very fliort, not only for 
•* die reafbns prefixed, but in expe&ation of 

* your having additions from your truly worthy 
** friend Mr* Yorke. The account of his 
** behaviour at fchool I had many years ago 

* from a fchoolfellow. I think Walfall in 
•* Staffordfhire was the place where they learned 
** their grammar together. I remember very 

* well his account of Johnny Somers being 
€t a weakly boy, wearing a black cap, and never 
•* fo much as looking . on when they were at 

tt Mr. Winnington's account is, that by the 

* exa&nefs of his knowledge and behaviour he 
tt difcouraged his father and all the young men 
«* who knew him* They were afraid to be in his 



f* 



u company. 

Towards 
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*Tbwa*di the cWe of Lord Somers'f Treatife * 
on the Sikxeffiortv there is this very remarkable 
paifage : «* I wilf ndt (though I fafclywighf } that- 
u lenge ttoefe men to tell me wfaefeter anyfctttel 
*< ration, which had lata of their owtv, and> welt 
* # Ait uinkr the immediate fonee ef a Conquer**, 
" did euet: ndimt of at King of afcot&tf *eRgtoh 
u t&it thterrown. I will not mfift on fy that the 
114 ctowa i* ii6fc ft tare inheritance^ but An H*e*. 
•* toike aecompdhjfag an offide of taut*, atofthat 
<4 if a, man't d*fe6b render him incapable ef thai 
* trttflv he to* sdfe forfeited the irtherteance." Iri 
another pitta* «f this gulden Treat* h% fey s ; , 
k I need Hot fay h*rtr far a nation is to be* ei- 
«♦ Cttfcd for felletcutinpjttfticefujnmOT^MKf wkK- 
" out the tedious formalities of law* wfreft the* 
** neceiltyof things requires tafte, and the jfttrty 
tt fties from juftice, and the confederate* arenii- 
« merous and daring, and the Prince'* hk iti d*rf- 
"get;" 

A pretender to literature having owned a copy of 
verfe* which Lord Sorners wrote, Wae afced by 

* The title runs thus: u A Brief Hiftory of the Succcf- 
" fion, collected out of the Records, aad the moft Authen- 
" tic Hiftorians, written for the Satisfaction of the Eari 
« of ." It was written in favour of the attempt 

to exclude the Duke of York about the year 1679, anc * rc " 
printed in 17 14. 

vol. ix. s his 
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his Lordfhip, when he was prefented to him a$ 
Lord Chancellor, whether he was really the author 
joi the lines in queftion, <c Yes, my Lord," 
replied the pretended Poet, " it is a trifle, I did 
" it off-hand." On hearing this, Lord Somers 
burft out into a loud fit of laughter, and the Gen* 
tleman withdrew in the greateft confufion. 

« The King (George the Firft)," fays Lord 
Bolingbroke in a manufcript letter, " fet out from 
* c Hanover in the refolution of taking the Whigs 
*t indeed into favour ; but of oppreffing no fet of 
(< men who acknowledged the government, and 
€( fiibmitted quietly to it. As foon as he came to 
V Holland, a contrary refolution was taken by the 
" joint importunity of the Allies and of fome of 
« the Whigs. 

€€ Lord Townfhend came triumphantly to ac- 
f* quaint Lord Somers with all the meafures of 
** profcription and of perfecution which they in- 
€i tended, and to which the King had at laft con- 
K fented. The old Peer afked him what he meant, 
*' and fhed tears on the forefight of meafures like 
€i to thofe of the Roman Triumvirate." 



EARL 
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EARL OF WARRINGTON. 

THIS learned and valiant nobleman, who con- 
tributed no lefs by his pen than by his fword to 
bring about that glorious epoch in the Conftitu- 
tion of England, the Revolution under William the 
Third, in one of his Charges to the Grand Jury 
of Wilts, thus forcibly defcribes the advantages of 
that form of government which he had Jaboured'to 
procure for his countrymen. 
• u Gentlemen, there is not a better form of 
M government under the fun than that of England *• 
" Yet, excellent as it is, I find that many are im- 
" patient under it, and third: extremely after 
*' that which is called a Commonwealth; think- 
u ing, no doubt, to enjoy greater privileges and 
" immunities than now they do. But I arrj^apt 
" to believe, that they who are not conterltecf 
*' under this form of government, have not eon* 
" fidered aright what a Commonwealth is* A 

• That honeft and upright Hiftorian Philip de Comines, 
who was in England fo early as in the reign of Edward 
the Fourth, fays, that of all the Governments with which 
he was acquainted, that of England was the Government 
in which there was mod regard paid to the commoa 
good* 

k 2 " Common* 




" Commonwealth makes a found and a (hadow of 
** liberty to the people, but in reality is but a 
" MonarcJ^ under anatker name ; for if Monar- 
a chy be a tyranny under a fingle perfon. a Com- 
«* &6nWeaKh is * tyrtftity' afofer fevefal pierfons. 
<r As many perfbnS tftatgoveftt, fo many tyrants'.- 

* 6ut! let- if b6 the beft that catt fee, yet tfre peophr 
«* uridef a ComftiOAWeafch enjoy ritrf Aat liberty 

* toWcfr we do. 

' * Gentlemen, as the excelleftty of thte 

* government* is an argurheht fuflSctent to dtP 
" fuade any of us from the leaft: atfettipt of afte- 

* ration, fo experience has feught if$, ihat no* 

* fort of government but 4m ttftffer ivhich we 

* now Ii*e, will fuit or agree with Englatfd. Let 
<* iis ttut confider the late troubles (the civil wars- 
** Between Charles the Firft and his Parliament) ; r 
** lef irt but confider how many feveral kiftds of 
<c government were then fet up one after the 
** other; all ways were tried, but rfothing would 
** do, until we were returned to dut old and- 

* antient way.** 
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SHEFFIELD, 

D.UKJE Of BUCKINGHAM. 

I.N the quarto edition of .the works of -gup 
Nobleman, there is an unfinifhed relation of $hp 
Revolution in 1688, which contains fome very 
curious particulars as far as they go. His Grace 
was one of the laft Noblemen that quitted his old 
mafter Jarnes the Second, and .replied .very nobly 
to King William, who afked Him how he would 
have behaved if he had been made privy to the 
defign of Jirjqging in the Prince of X>angeJ 
* c Sir, I fhoultf have difcovered it to the King 
€i whom I then ferved." " I (bould not theoi 
c < .Sir, Jiaite bjaroed you," was the honourable 
jwtyer of William* 



rr 



S A V I L L E, 

MARO^IS OF HALIFAX, 

had?a failing but too commonly incident to perfons 
ivho.have fonoe wit but more vanity. The Mar- 
quis, according to Bifhop Burnet, let his wit but 
foo often turn upon matters of religion* fo that he 
, . k 3 pafltd 




*3+ ANECDOTES OP SOMB 

pafled for a bold and determined atheift^ 
<* though," adds the Bi&op, « he often protefted 
<c to me that he was not one, and {aid, he believed 
«* that there was not one in the world." The 
Marquis wrote c< Memoirs of his own Life ;" the 
manufcript was in the pofleffion of the late Earl of 
Burlington. 
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JOHN EVELYN X ESQ 

t 

HAD this excellent and learned man left be? 
bind no other memorials of his integrity and ob- 
servation than that recorded, at his own requeft, 
upon his tomb-ftone at Wotton in Surrey, he 
would have been entitled to the praifes and to the 
gratitude of pofterity. <c Living," fays he, " in 
<' antige of extraordinary events and revolutions, 
* c I have learned this truths that all is vanity which 
€C is not honeft, and that there is no folid wifdom 
4< but in true piety." The Tranflator of the Life 
of the learned Peyrefc, by Gaffendi, ftyles Mr. 
Evelyn c * the Englifh Peyrefc ;" and indeed, no 
Countryman of his ever better deferved that 
honourable appellation than the perfon thus de- 
jignated ; no one ever more refembling the learned 
Counfellor of the Parliament of Provence, in the ex* 

ten* 
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tent of his knowledge, in his readinefe of com- 
municating that knowledge, and iu the general 
modefty and Simplicity of his manners, than Mr. 
Evelyn. 

The philofophical Editor of the laft edition of 
Mr. Evelyn's " Sylva" has thus truly and elegantly 
delineated the chara&er of the Author, on a blank 
leaf of his copy of that valuable Work : 

To the memory 

Of John Evelyn, Efq. 

A man of great learning, of found judgment, 

and of exftenfive benevolence. 

From an early entrance into public life, 

to an extreme old age, 

He confidered himfelf as living only for 

the benefit of Mapkind. 

ReadeF, 

Do juftice to this illuftrious character, 

And be confident, 

That as long as there remains one page of his 

voluminous writings, 

And as long as Virtue and Science hold their 

abode in this Ifland, 

. The memory of the illuftrious Evelyn wiU 

be held in the higheft veneration* 

Mr. Evelyn was one of. the earlieft Members qf 
$e Royal Society $ and had the fingular honour 

K 4 w4 
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fthd feKeicy, fa fpite ttf Ms humerotrs writings^ of 
wng but once engaged in controverfy. Mr. 
©velyn, atWs death, had made cofleftions for a 
very great and a yery ufeful Work, which was in- 
tended to 4>e cafted « A General Hfftory of all 
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X^UE/EN OF FRANCE. 

■ 

THIS Prinpefe, in fpite «f Ahecruel treatment 
ihe hfd received from Cardinal Richelieu, was ftilj 
fo confeious »of ibis ,gEeat talents for governing, 
that on feeing a pi&qr.e of.bim, foon after flie be- 
came .Regent -of France^ <flae exclaimed, '« If 
f* Richelieu had lived to this time, he would have 
* c ?h*en more powierful than ewer." Madame de 

Baviere, in hejr Letters, &ys, " Ahbe was de- 

f c ^te&efcl in an intrigue : Anne/of Auftria however 
" did much worfe., (he was not contented with 
c< intriguing with .Cardinal Mazarjq, (he married 
?' him." T-bis &e could do, as the Cardinal had 
not taken prieft's orders. Mazarin, however^ be- 
came very foon tired of the Queen, and ufed her 
Veiy ill, *the«fual cortfequencetf fuch a marriage. 

Yet 
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Yet when Mazarin founded this Queen refpe&ing 
the marriage of her (Son Louis the Fourteenth with 
one of his nieces, fhe noWy replied, u If the 
f l King was capable of degrading bimfejf ib jfor # 
€t I would put my (elf with my fecond fun at the 
5 C head of the whole French Nation againft the 
** King and againft you." 

The following Impromptu of Voiture to this 
Queen, who, on feeing him walking alone, afked 
iuna of what he was thinking, gives fome founda- 
tion to the report of her taking in very good part 
fhe gallantry of the Duke of Buckingham to her; 

Jefenfiis (car new autre* Poetcj, 

Nous pen/on $ extravagement), 
Ce que, dans Vhumeur ou *uout ites t 

Voits fieru%iji dans ce moment 
Vous cvvtjjex en cette place 

Venir le Due de Buckingham 5 
Et Isquel feroit en dijgrace^ 

De lui, ou du Pere f Vincent. 

At the Duchefs of Norfolk's feat at Holme, 
pear Hereford, there is a whole-length portrait of 
this Princefs, with this infeription, " Anne Reint 
/* de France^ groflbdej ex mots', fait par Reaubrun 
*i 11638:" and indeed the^Queen's pregnancy i$ 
pretty vifible in the pi&ure. 

• The Queen's ConfetTcr. 

MTQNlb 
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ANTONIO PRIULI 

ihs' a Venetian Gentleman who held fome em* 
pToyment in the Duke of Longneville's family. 
He wrote, in Latin, the " Hiftory of the Troubles 
** during the Minority of Louis the Fourteenth.** 
He thus defcribes the French Wits of his time : 
* 4 They haunt great men's tables, frequent their 
•* own academies, and trick and trim their native 
**• tongue without end. They run about this 
u way and that way to make vifits, but do not 
«« delight in fecret folitude y the only ferment of 
« ftudies *." 



BUC'DE LONGUEVILLE, 

WHEN this high -minded Nobleman was one 
cfay : teized by fome of his fycophants to profecute 
fome neighbouring Gentlemen who had (hot upon 
his manor, he replied, "I (hall not follow your 
* advice : I had much rather have friends thai* 
u hares, I allure you.'* 

* From the Tranflaticn of Chriftopher Wafe, London 
1671, o&avQ. 



.j* _ 
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Th$ Duke, from friendship to the Prince of 
Cond£, engaged with him in the intrigues againft 
Mazarin, and prevented him from calling in the 
gffiftance of England againft his country and hi$ 
Sovereign. 



MADAME DE LONGUEVILLE 

(eems completely to have anfwered the defcriprion. 
^iven of the French L&dies of his time by Anto- 
jiio Priuli, in his <€ Hiftory of the Troubles of 
?? France during the Minority of Louis the Four- 
c< teenth." c< The Ladies/' fays he, " following 
♦' fcholars, would make ufe of detraction in their 
U ruelles, and in their circles, curioufly unra- 
** veiling the myfteries of Government, and catch- 
U ing at the words and a&ions of the Cardinal 
* € (Mazarin). Some of them proftituting them- 
" felves to get at the fecrets of the State, and 
<c making rebels of their hufbands (thus doing 
w more hurt by their lives than good by their 
f exertions), fet all France in a combuftion. 
f 4 Afterwards, when their defigns failed, they 
f € pre-condemned themfelves ; became nuns by 
f* a falfe femblance of religion, and a grofs fuper- 
t* ftition ; the door being (hut to their vices, now 

c< grown 
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* grown «ut of feafori ; and when .fidcfy-oid age, 
7 4* condemned by the lookingrglafc, and by it* 

^ peremptory fentence, death, doth dread itfelf." 

• Madame de 1 Longuevr!Je took a very decided part 
in the troubles of the Fronde againft Cardinal 
Mazarin, and by the power of her charms 
brought over the celebrated Due de Rochefoucault 
to take part with the Princes, and had even pre- 
vailed upon : the god like Turenne to make the 
army revolt which he commanded. La Roche-r 
fcucauljt .{aid indeed in the words of Racine, 

'f kur Jatb fair 'n Jon eceur, ponrphxire a fisbeaux yeux y 
'J'ai f pit ie guerre aux Rois>jd i'aurois faite aux di-eux. 

After the death of the Duke of Lonerueville, an4 
when the troubles of France ceafed, fhe retired tp 
a Cdnvent, where (he ended her days in penitence 
and aufterity. 

In the zenith of her charms and of her confe- 
quence, Madame de Longueville was taken to 
pafs fome days at a nobleman's houfe in the 
country. She was afked, as ufual, how (he in? 
tended to entertain herfelf there, whether in walk- 
jng, in reading, or in any of the amufements of 
the fiel4- She put the negative on thefe, and 
frankly anfwered, " Je naime point Us amufemens 
" h&nnhes" Her brother the Prince of Conde 
y? j.s one day reading to her part of an Epic Poem, 

an(} 
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afldaftedher what (he thought of it. ■«* // eft trh 
** beauxy envtriti) mats trh ennnytti»~+-\tY3 very* 
" fine, to be fore, bat it is very tirefome." 

Madame de Longueville became quite another 
pterfortage when fhe became religiocrs. For her*' 
ffrtt advances to that difpofition of miftd (he was 
indebted to her aunt the Ducheft of Montmorency** 
the wfdow of the Duke of that name (who was 
beheaded by the fangoitfary Richelieu), and who 
ted taken the vefl, and was made the Abbefs of a' 
Convent at Moulins **, to confecrate the remainder* 
ctf her life to lament the lofs and to pray for the 
foul of her accompli {bed and beloved huiband* 
Madame* de Longueville was obferved one day, at 
the Convent of Port Royal, fitting and eomrerfing 
with a gentleman who belonged to that celebrated 
feminary of learning and of piety* SiTd who was 
the gardener of the place. The gentleman faid 
to her, K 'What would the world fey of your 
K Highrnefs, if they faw a gardener converfmg 

* familiarly with you, and feated in your prefence V 9 

* 't he world," replied Madame de Longueville, 

* would fay that I am much altered.'* 

* At the Convent of the Urfulins of that Town, in the 
Church of which Convent fhe*rc6ttd a moft magpitice/it 
Maufokuro to the memory of this illuftrious Nobleman. 

At 
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At the conference between Cardinal Matanit 
and Don Louis de Haro, which took place previous 
to the celebrated Treaty of the Pyrenees, whilft the 
latter negotiator was telling the Cardinal that one 
woman, meaning Madame de Longueville, could 
not po&bly difturb the tranquillity of a great 
kingdom like that of France : Cl Alas, Sir," re- 
plied Mazarin, " Your Excellence talks much at 
46 your eafe upon thefe matters. Your women in 
• Spain meddle with no intrigues but thofe of 
•* gallantry, but it is not fo in France ; we have 
•* there three women that are capable either of 
•* governing or of deftroying three great kingr 
•i dorns — Madame de Longueville, the Princefe 
•• Palatine, and the Duchefs of Cnevreufe." 



GASTON, DUKE OF ORLEANS. 

POSTERITY will not readily forgive this 
Prince for not exerting himfelf fufficiently to lave 
bis friend, the illuftrious Montmorency, from the 
fcaftbld j the fame feeblenefs of mind infe&ing him 
hi this, as on moft other occaiions. During the 
tome of the Fronde, had his mind been fufficiently 
ftcady and determined, he might have been the 
arbiter of his divided and diffracted country. 

Antonio 



DISTINGUISHED PERSONS. J43 

Antonio Priuli gives this melancholy account of 
the latter years of a Prince of the Blood, brother 
to one Monarch, and uncle to another : 

*' Gallon," fays he, " on the King's (Louis the 
u XIV th) triumphant return into Paris, with his 
u mother Aime of Auftria and the Cardinal, fet 
<c out for his palace near Blois, without feeing or 
" taking leave of his Sovereign ; and having been 
4< in the former part of his life wholly managed 
" by his fervants, he gave himfelf entirely up in 
" the latter part of it to the management of his 
tt .wife* Margaret of Lorraine. He became a 
** great fportfman and a great botanift, and not 
" only became devout himfelf, but infpired the 
ct whole city of Blois with the fame fpirit. He 
u died (as is fuppofed) of a lethargy, having had 
antimony improperly adminiftered to him i and 
after having figured away as a Leader of a Party 
4C and a Prince, was buried in the Royal Abbey 
iC of St. Denis, with a private funeral, the heralds 
4,i who attended the corpfe being barely paid their 
u charges. Thus ended," adds Priuli, u Gallon 
41 Duke of Orleans, who having been a hopeful 
" child, pa!Ted his youth in plcafure, always under 
" the dire&ion of his own fervants, and never at 
** Jvs own difpofal." 

Gallon, 



4C 
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Gaftoit* who was a man of parts though not of 
ititderftandmg, left behind *+ Memoirs of French 
" HiftofyfFoun the Year i6o8 to 1635." Thej 
are printed; 



prince of coimi. 

THE tefrfc petits Tfiaiftei was fifft applied to 
this grea* General arid hi* followers, who, flu&ed 
Urifh the vicWies* of' Ldns> &e. which he had 
gafhed* on their rctu-rn fron* the army to Parte; 
gave themselves a great many airs, and were in* 
forterafcly impertinent and frouhiefdme* 

Richelieu, a very good judge of men, was much 
ft ruck with the precocity of talents that appeared 
in this Prince when he was very young. He told 
Chavigny, " I have been juft now having a con- 
<* verfaticn of two hours with the young Duke 
41 d*Fnghuicn upon the art military, upon religion, 
** and upon the interefts of Europe: he will he 
** the greateit General in Europe, and the firft 
*• man of his time, and perhaps of the times to 
** dome.** 

Louis XIV. who could never forgive the part 
Condc took againft him in the Fronde, feems 

never 
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hever to have entirely given him his confidence) 
or to have made that ufe of the talents of this 
Prince which he fhould have made. 

The Prince of Conde was a ftriking illuftration 
of the obfervation made by the acute Dr. Johnfon, 
that in public fpeaking there was often more of 
knack and of habit than of real talent or knowledge: 
for whilft Conde never rofe to fpeak in the Par-* 
liament of Paris but to difgrace himfelf, Gafton 
his coufin, with a mind very inferior to his in every 
refpe&, was very well heard in that Affembly. 

His Sovereign Louis XIV. once paid Conde a 
very handfome compliment. The Prince, in the 
latter part of his life, was very lame with the gout* 
and was one day in that fituation apologizing to 
him for making him wait for him at the top of the 
gfeat flair-cafe at Verfailles, which he was amend- 
ing very flowly. u Alas ! my coufin," replied 
he, " who that is fo loaded with laurels as yourfelf 
« can walk feft?" 

The Prince was a man of fome learning himfelf, 
and extremely fond of the conversation of learned 
and ingenious men. Moliere, Boileau, and the 
celebrated writers of their time, were frequently 
with him at Chantilly. He however expedited as 
much deference from thefe great men in literary 
matters, as he had been ufed to exa£t from his 
• tot. ii» L Officers 
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Officers af a Council of War. 6oileau> however, 
hadf oriiie the fpirit to contradift him on fome fub- 
jeSt of literature, of which moft probably he knew 
more than the Prince. Conde foon fired, and dart- 
ed his eyes upon him, fparkling with rage and in- 
Agnation. "Upon my word," faid the fatirift, " in 
€C future I will take particular care to be of the 
• c fame opinion with the Prince of Conde when he 
" is in the wrong." 

Pains had been early taken by fome of the PrinceV 
fuppofed friends to fhake his belief in Chriftianity ; 
he always replied, c< You give yourfelves a great 
** deal of unneceflary trouble : the difperfion of 
" the Jews will always be an undeniable proof to 
* c me of the truth of our holy religion." 

Some writer fays, that the difpofition of a mari 
is to be known by his hand-writing. This ob- 
fervation feems realized in this great Prince, who 
was a man of a very violent and hafty temper. 
Segrais lays of him, " The Prince of Conde ufed 
<c to write without taking his pen from the paper 
<c till he had finifhed a fentence, and without put* 
H ting any points or adjun&s to his letters." 



sua 
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DUC DE LA ROCHEFOUCJULT. 

" THE Author of the celebrated Maxims which 
u bear his name, was not a man of learning," (ays 
Segrais, " but he was a man of great good fenfe, 
" and had a perfe& knowledge of the world. This 
'< put him upon making reflections, and upon re- 
iC during into aphorifms what he had been able to 
" difcover in the heart of man, with which he was 
€t moft intimately acquainted." 

M. de la Rochefoucault was fo accurate in the 
compofition of his little book, that as he finifhed a 
Maxim, he ufed to fend it to his friends for their 
opinion upon it. Segrais aflerts, that fome of his 
Maxims were altered thirty times. The Maxiiri, 
cc that it (hews a wretched poverty of mind to 
** have but one fort of underftanding," took its rife 
from Boileau and Racine, who were extremely ig- 
norant of every thing except poetry and literature. 

" M. de la Rochefoucault/ 9 adds Segrais, 
H would have made a better Governor for the 
<f Dauphin, Louis the Fourteenth's only fon, than 
•* the Duke of Montaufier $" being a man of 
great fweetnefs of temper, extremely infinuating in 
his addreft, and exceedingly agreeable in conver- 

L % fation. 
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fatton. M. de la Rochefoucault could never belong 
to the French Academy, as he could never mutter 
up courage enough to deliver to the Academy the 
fpeech which it was neceffary to make in order to 
be admitted into that body. 



CARDINAL BE RETZ. 

HENAULT applies this paflage in Tacitus to- 
this celebrated Demagogue : " Non tarn pramiis 
" periculorum, quam ipjis periculis^ latus pro 
u cert is et olim parti V, nova, ambigua, ancipitia y 
a mallebat" The fagacious Richelieu early dis- 
covered the difpofition of De Retz, and according 
to Segrais, though he was of an antient and an 
illuftrious family, never intended to give him a 
benefice of any value or confequence. In very 
early life De Retz wrote the tc Hiftory of the 
<; Confpiracy of Fiefqui againft the Ariftocracy 
" of Genoa," in which he took the part of the 
Confpirator. He feems by nature to have 
had all the qualities requifite to become a favourite 
with the people. Brave, generous, eloquent, full 
of refources, and fettered by no principle, he 
dazzled the multitude of Paris, who feem ever to 
bave been more taken with actions of eclat and 

of 
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t>f enterprize, than all the efforts of modeft and 
humble virtue. On feeing one day a carbine le- 
velled at htm by fome one he did not know, he had 
the prefence of mind to cry out, ** If your Father, 
€€ Sir, were now feeing what you were about !" 
This fpeech immediately difarmed the fury of the 
aflaflin. 

The Cardinal feems nearly to have made an 
ample compenfation for the follies and irregu- 
larities of his youth by the honeft confeffion he 
made of them in his Memoirs. He appears in 
them to have been a man of great talents, and of 
good natural difpofition, perverted by vanity, and 
the defire of that diftin&ion, which, if not acquired 
by honeft means, difgraces inftead of dignifying 
thofe who are fo unfortunate as to poflefs it. 
Had he dire&ed his great powers of mind in en- 
deavours to unite, inftead of efforts to divide 
his unhappy and diftrafted country, he would have 
endeared himfelf moft effe&ually to his country- 
men, and would have deferved the praifes of pos- 
terity, by exhibiting an example which too rarely 
occurs, of a Politician facrificing his refcntment to 
the good of the State. 

The Memoirs of this celebrated Perfonage, 
written by himfelf, are extremely fcanty and im- 
perfeft : they give no account either of the early 
or of the latter part of his life. He entrufted 

l 3 th^ 
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tbeManufcript tpfome Nuns of a Convent near Co- 
merci in Lorraine; who garbled them. James the 
Second, fopweyer, told the lad Duke of Ortnond, 
that he had feen a perfe& copy of them^ which was 
lent to him by Madame Caumartin. 

Joli, his Secretary, defcribes his Mafter in his re- 
treat at Comerci in no very favourable manner j as 
Idling away his time in hunting, going to puppet- 
(hows, now and then pretending to adminiftqr juftice 
pmongft his tenants, waiting a page or two of his 
pwn life in folio, and fettling fonie -points in the 
genealogy of Jus family— that of Gondi. The 
Cardinal's reply to Joli's remonftrances to him on 
this fubje& was a curious one: " I know all 
cc this as well as you do, but I don't think you 
',' will get any one elfe to believe what you fay of 
* c me/' An opinion fo highly advantageous to 
the Cardinal's talents and chara&er had gone out 
jnto the world, that the people of France could not 
bring themfelyes to think ill of one whp had been 
a very popular Demagogue amongft them. 

On the day in which he was permitted to have 
an audience of Louis the Fourteenth at Verfailles. 
the Court was extremely full, and the higheft ex- 
pectations were formed of the manners and ap- 
pearance of the Cardinal : when however they (aw 
aji hump-back'd, bow-legg'd, decrepid old man, 
who perhaps did not feel much elevated with his 

fitu* 
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iituation, their expe&ations were fedly difeppointed; 
and particularly fo, when his Sovereign merely (aid 
to him, " Your Eminence is grown very gray fince 
*' I laft few you." To this the Cardinal replied, 
" Any perfon, Sire, who has the misfortune to in- 
«* cur your Majefty's difpleafure, will very rca- 
«* dily become gray." 

St. Evremond has preferred an anecdote of the 
Cardinal's noblenefs of mind and liberality during 
his retreat at Comerci. As he was riding out on 
horfeback, he was furrounded by fome Spanifli fol- 
diers that were in the neighbourhood. The Officer 
however, on being told his name, ordered him to 
be releafed, and difmounting from his horfe, made 
an apology for the behaviour of his foldiers. The 
Cardinal, taking a valuable diamond ring from his 
finger, prefented it to the Officer, faying, " Pray, 
" Sir, at lead permit me to render your little 
•* excurfion not entirely ufelefs to you." 

De Retz refigned the ArchbiQiopric of Paris, 
and procured in exchange for it the rich Abbey of 
St Denis. He lived long enough to pay all his 
debts, and divided his time between Paris and 
St. Denis ; at the latter place he died at a very 
advanced age, and in the ftrongeft fentiments of 
piety and devotion. - He is occafionally mentioned 
in Madame de Sevigne's Letters, as a man of great 
talents for conversion, and much afflidted with 

t 4 th.e 
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the head-ach. He had the honefty to fay of him* 
felf, "Mankind fuppofed me extremely enterprifing 
* l and dauntlefs when I was young, and I was 
'< much more fo than they could poffibly imagine :" 
and this may be readily acknowledged, from an 
anfwer which he made to fome one who reproached 
him, when he was young, with owing a great deal 
of money. " Why, man," replied he, c< Caefar, 
<c at my age, owed fix times as much as I do." 

No one knew better how to manage and cajole 
the multitude than Cardinal de Retz did, yet he 
complains that they left him at the Angelus* bell to 
go to dinner. One of his maxims refpe&ing the 
aflembling of that many- headed Monfter fhould be 
diligently confidered both by the Leaders of Par* 
ties and by the Governors of Kingdoms : " S%ui- 
<c conque affemble le Peuple Femeut— Whoever 
u brings the people .together, puts them in a ftate 
tC of commotion," 



CARDINAL MAZARIN, 

on his triumphant return to Paris, after the Peace 
of the Pyrenees, created a great number of Dukes; 
and on being afked why he was fo profufe of that 
honour, replied, " I will make fuch a number, 

" that 
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" that it fhall be difgraceful to be a Duke and 
€C not to be a Duke." Though a very able, he 
was a very timid Minifter. His brother the 
Cardinal of Aix ufed to fay of him, " Only make 
« a little buftle, and he will defift." One of hit 
favourite meafures was procraftination. " Time 
** and I againft any other two peonages," was his 
reply, when urged to brifkand violent meafures, 

Mazarin was an extremely handfome man f 
and had a very fine face : this he was fo 
anxious to prefcrve, that not many days before he 
died, he gave audience to the foreign Minifters 
with his face painted. This made the Spanifh 
Minifter fay, " Voila un portrait qui refemble a ML 
ct le Cardinal" As Tacitus fays of Tiberius, 
though now his ftrength and his conftitution be- 
gan to fail, yet his diflimulation continued as 
perfect as ever. He fent for the Prince of Conde, 
and told him fomething confidentially, which the 
Prince was the more inclined to believe, as he faw 
the dying ftate in which his Eminence was. A little 
time after his death, to his great aftoniihment, 
he found that even in that awful fituation the 
Cardinal had not told him one word of truth. 

Mazarin exhibited in himfelf a lingular in- 
ftance of the viciflitudes of fortune. He was of 
a very low extraction, had been a gambler, be- 
came 
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came Prime Minifter of a great Country, was 
afterwards bani/hed and a price fet upon his head, 
and then returned triumphantly to his Adminif- 
tration with greater power than ever. Madame de 
Baviere fays, that he was married to his Sovereign 
Anne of Auftria, and that he treated her extremely 

ml 

The Cardinal was by no means a fanguinary 
Minifter. He let the People talk and write as they • 
pleafed, and he a#ed as he pleafed. A colle&ion; 
of the fatires written againft him was preferved in 
the Colbert Library at Paris : it confifted of forty- 
fix volumes in quarto. When he laid any new 
tax, he ufed to a(k his confidants what the 
good peopb of Paiis were doing, whether they 
were ridiculing him, and making fongs and epi- 
grams upon him. When he was anfwered in the 
affirmative, he ufed to fay, « € I can never have any 
4t reaibn to fear a Nation which vents its fpleen fo 
u very gaily ; let them laugh on.*' 

Wnen the Cardinal was obliged to quit Paris, 
his effects were fold at public auclion ; his very 
valuable library was bought for the Court of Brunf- 
wick, and is at prefent in the capital of that Puchy. 

Mazarin appears once in his life to have been 
in a verv enviable iltuation. When the French 
and Spaniiu. atiuies were drawn up in order of 

battle 
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battle near Cafal, in the fpring of the year 1631, 
and were about to engage, Mazarin galloped be- 
tween them with his hat in his hand, exclaiming 
loudly, a Paix ! paix /" The armies immediate- 
ly halted, and in a few days afterwards peace was 
figned at Querafque, under the mediation of Urban 
the Eighth, whofe nephew, the Cardinal Legate, 
Mazarin attended on that happy occafion. The 
talents difplayed by the latter in the negotiation, 
and the good offices he rendered the French Nation, 
recommended him to Louis the Thirteenth and the 
.Cardinal de Richelieu. Mazarin, when Minifter, 
caufed a Medal to be (truck in commemoration of 
this event, in which he is reprefented galloping 
between the two armies. On the reverfe is this 
motto, c< Nunc orbi fewire labor $" and how in- 
deed can a man ferve the world better than by 
procuring it the bleffings of peace ; by flopping 
the fighs of the widow, the tears of the orphan, 
and the anguifh of the parent j by checking the 
ravages of difeafe, of peftilence, and of famine ; 
and by preventing the devaftation of the univerfe, 
and the deftru&ion of the human race ! Tc any, 
Prime Minifter may we not fay, c< Ha tibi Jint 
« artes f" 

Don Louis de Haro, the Spanifh Minifter, faid of 
Mazarin, that he had one infuperabk defeat as a 

Poll- 
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Politician, that he always meant to deceive thofe 
with whom he was treating, and of courfe put every 
one upon their guard agairut his tricks and finefles *• 

Not many days before the Cardinal died, a 
comet appeared in France. Some of his fyco- 
phants, who were in his bed-chamber, told him, 
that as it was impoflible for a man of his rank and 
talents to go out of the world in an ordinary way, 
this awful phenomenon of the Heavens was to 
announce to the world the death of fo great a 
Statefman and fo confummate a Politician as him* 
felf. Mazarin coolly replied, c< En verity Mef- 
u Jieursy la comete me fait trop cFhonneur" 

By way of faving his eftate to his heirs, and of 
quieting his confcience on his death-bed, he made 
a donation to his Sovereign Louis the Fourteenth 
of all his immenfe property. The King very 
nobly returned it to his heirs, 

Befides one Bifhopric, the Cardinal poffefTed, as 
Commendatary Abbot, nine rich Abbeys in 
France. 

* The Spanifh Proverb fays acutely, " A man is a fool 
•' who does not confider, that whilfthe is thinking, twenty 
# S perfons are thinking likewife." 



OMER 
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OMER TALON, 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE PARLIAMENT 

OF PARIS, 

THIS intelligent and inflexible Magiftrate 
having, in a fpeech which he made in the Parliament 
of Paris to Anne of Auftria, during the minority 
of Louis the Fourteenth, touched gently upon the 
diftreffes of the common people of the kingdom of 
France, found himfelf treated with flight and cool- 
nefs by her Majefty at the next audience he had 
of her. " This," fays he, " was owing to the 
<c mifreprefentation of the Minifters, and fome of 
u the vermin who frequent palaces." 

Talon having on fome occafion taken a part 
which pleafed the Queen and the Court, Cardinal 
Mazarin fent for him, and after paying him fome 
compliments on his behaviour, offered him an 
Abbey for his brother. Talon very politely refufed it, 
adding, that as his late conduft had nothing in view 
but the fcrvice of the King and the fatisfadion of 
bis own confcience, he (hould be extremely un- 
happy, if there was the lcaft fufpicion afforded to 
the world at large that he had afted from other 
motives. " I love/' added this honeft French- 
man. 




V 
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man, a both the King and the Parliament* with- 
u out being under any apprehenfion chat this ap^ 
** parent contradiction (hould do me any prejudice 
Ci with mankind." 

Mazarin fent for him another time, to re- 
queft him to fpeak in the Parliament of Paris 
in favour of fome EduSts of the King, which 
were to be prefented by himfelf in perfon to be 
regiftered by that Aflembly. Talon replied, 
that he fhould do his duty — that the prefence of 
the Sovereign on fuch occafions caufed always 
trouble and difcontent — that it was therefore the 
more neceflary that he (hould exercife properly 
the fun&ions of his office without fear and with- 
out partiality* 

M. Talon's reafons for quitting public affairs 
were thofe which but too often have infpired 
men as honeft and as well-intentioned as him- 
felf. " Ail refiftance and contradiction/' fays 
he, " to the Governing Powers was ineffectual 
u and ufelefs, who carried every point they wifhed 
u to gain by violence and conftraint. I was 
€€ however," adds he, " very much aftonifhed 
c< that many honeft men, who wifhed well to the 
Ci public peace, ftili attended the Parliament, in 
€< which they were certain that everything muffi 
"' be carried as it pleafed the Princes; fo that in 

« th* 
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<c the fituation in which matters were, it would 
<€ have been more for their honour, that what was 
Ci done fhould have been done by the voices of a 
u few perfons only, whofe partiality might well 
f< have been fufpefted, than by the majority of the 
•« Parliament, who had not the power either to do 
<c the good, or to prevent the evil, as they wifhed. 
g< Neverthelefe, the general timidity was fo great, 
u that many perfons were afraid of being fufpefted, 
<c if they did not attend that Affembly ; and the 
<c majority of thofe who went there did not con- 
u fider fo much what opinion they fhould give, 
€< as how their perfons fhould be fecure, even 
a when they had betrayed their confcicnces, and 
€i had voted on the fame fide with the Princes."— 

David Hume fays, in his EfTay upon Eloquence, 
that during the difputes of the Parliament of Paris 
in the time of the Fronde, there appeared many 
fymptoms of antient eloquence. " The Avocat- 
4C General Talon," adds he, from De Retz, * c irt 
<c an oration, invoked on his knees the Spirit of 
u St. Louis to look down with compaffion on his 
(( divided and unhappy people, and to infpire them 
** from Heaven with the love of concord and una- 
*' nimity." 

M OLE, 
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MOLE, 
PRESIDENT OF THE PARtlAMENT OF PAR*** 

DE RETZ fays, that fto antient Roman cyer 
poffeffed the virtues of courage and of public fpirit 
in a degree fupetior to this great Magiftrate. In 
the time of the Fronde at Paris, a man prefented a 
dagger to his bfeaft, threatening him with inftant 
death if he would not confent to fome decree pro- 
pofed in the Parliament which M. Mole thought 
prejudicial to his country. u Know, my friend/* 
laid he, looking fternly at him, " that the diftance 
•* is infinite from the dagger of an affaflin to the 
*• heart of an honeft man/* 



F U C QU E T, 

SURINTENDANT OF THE FINANCES Ot 

FRANCE. 

FOR the honour of letters, PelilTon and the 
good La Fontaine remained faithful to the Surin- 
tendant during his difgrace. Peliflbn fent petitions 

to 
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to Louis XIV. in his favour, and La Fontaine 
wrote verfes in commiferation of his hard fate, in 
•a ftyle of the higheft pathos, a ftyle totally diffimilar 
from his ufual manner. Mademoifelle Dcfhou- 
lieres, the celebrated Poetefs, whom he had patro- 
nifed, contrived to fend him intelligence even into 
that inacceffible fortrefs the BaftiUe* The Great, 
who had condefcended to partake of his favours 
whilft he was in power, completely forfoolc him 
when he had no longer anything to give them, and 
after he had fo far attended even to their vices, as 
at all the entertainments he gave to put money 
under their plates to enable them to pay their 
loffes at play. 

Foucquet was confined many years in the for- 
trefs of Pignerol, where he compofed fome devo- 
tional Treatifes. It is not known whether he was 
ever permitted to return to Paris. St. Simon, in 
his Memoirs, gives a very curious account of the 
meeting between him and his fellow-prifoner the 
Duke of Laufun at Pignerol. 



PELISSON* 

THIS elegant Writer contrived to be fent to 
the Baftille, to give bis patron M. Foucquet in- 
telligence of what had been done refpefting his 
. vol. lit M ttML 
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:triaL Whilft he was confined there, he wrote at 
Poem called c< Eurymedon ;" " perfuaded," fays 
"his Biographer, w that by a great effort of appli- 
^ cation of mind to a particular fubjeft, he (hould 
-** alone be able to foften the rigours of confine- 
' w bient." He wrote the following lines on the 
Walls of his cell : 

Doubles grilles a gros douXj 

Triples portes , forts verroux, 

Aux ames vraiment mechantcs 

Vous reptefente* Penfer, 

Mais aux ames innoctntes 

Vous tiites que du bois, desfierres y et ditfet. 

Voltaire feys, there are no compofitions in the 

"French language, which in ftyle and manner more 

j-efemble the orations of Tullythan the remon- 

ftrances of Peliffbh to Louis XIV. in favour of 

-M. Ftmccjuet. 



MARSHAL RANTZAU. 

WHAT contrarieties often occur in the fame 

perfon ! How the indulgence of one vice often 

^prevents the exertion and the advantage of many 

'good qualities, and of many virtues ! Auberi du 

^faurier, in his " Memeires de Hambourg" thus 

de- 
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&fcribes the celebrated Marfhal Rantzau — u He 
.** was a German of high birth, and a General of 
* c fuch great note, that Mazarin ufed to oppofe 
*f him to the Prince of Conde, when that great 
xc Commander had the misfortune to be in arms 
u againft his country and his Prince," M. Rant- 
fcau poffefled admirable qualities both of body and 
mind. He was tall, fair, and very handfome. Tp 
fee him only, one would fay he was born to cora- 
tinand. He was the fineft horfeman ever beheld. 
He would hit a fingle piece of money with a piftol 
at a hundred paces diftant. He was invincible 
with the fmall-fword. He ipoke the principal Ian* 
guages of Europe, and had a general tafte for the 
fciences. He was acquainted with all the great 
Generals of the age, having made war under them, 
.from the moment he was able to bear arms. He 
&id in converfation many lively things ; and as an 
infallible proof of the force of his eloquence in any 
council of war in which he ever fat, he always 
drew over the other Members to be of his fenii- 
ments, fo ably did he fupport them with powerful 
, reafons. If he fpoke well, he wrote ftill better. 
. To his courage nothing was impoffible. He pof- 
fefled perfect coolnefs in the greateft danger, and 
. found expedients under the greateft misfortunes. 
His liberality procured him the love and efteem of 
his foldiers, and no General knew how to give his 

m 2 orders 
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orders To well. But To iftany excellent and rare 
virtues were effaced by his great vices. Never 
was there a more determined debauchee. He loved 
wine and women t6 excefs, and the moft feafoned 
drinkers were afraid of him. lie fought their 
company from all parts, and no orie could equal 
him In this fpe&es of Vice. He fometimes re- 
mained in a ftate of infenfibility for whole days. 
The disorder that rfeigned in his private affairs was 
inconceivable. He gave away whatever he had 
about him Without difcrimination, and he always 
had much money in his pocket, which he was 
robbed of during his inebriety. Thus, like a cafk 
without a bottom, all the riches of India would not 
have been fufficient for him, and he found himfelf 
compelled to fell all his effe&s for little or nothing. 
He often loft his beft friends for a bcn-mot* Du 
Maurier, who was Rantzau's great friend, tokJ 
this extraordinary man one day, that his excefles 
and irregularities would deftroy his health, and that 
they would prevent his rifing to the principal em- 
ployments in the State. " I would not," anfwered 
he, darting a moft ferocious and haggard look upon 
Du Maurier, " I would not give up my pleafures 
*' to become Emperor of Germany." His ex- 
cefles, during the fiege of Dunkirk by the Spa- 
niards, are thought to have loft that place. He 
was, however, confined for fome time in the caftk 

of 
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of Vincennes for this fuppofed negleft, and was 
cleared from any imputation of treachery or of 
cowardice. He died foon after his releafe, Du- 
ring the fiege of Gravelines, he had one day ap- 
pointed the Duke of Orleans, and fome of the 
principal French Nobility, to fup with him. He 
went, however, in the morning, to pay a vifit to 
the famous Dutch Admiral Van Tramp, where he 
got fo drunk with Malaga wine, that he fell under 
the table as if he was dead, and was obliged to be 
put to bed. His Aid-du camp made an apology 
to the Duke of Orleans for his mailer's not being 
able to attend him at fupper, and put it upon ar* 
exceffive fwell of the fea, which had prevented his 
leaving the Admiral's fl^ip. 

To (hew the dangers of ebriety, the Catholic 
legends tell us of fome Hermit to whom the 
Devil gave his choice of three crimes ; two of 
them of the moil atrocious kind, and the other to 
be drunl?. The poor Saint chofe $he laft, as the 
lead of the three ; but when drunk, committed 
the other two. 

The baneful effe&s of this pernicious vice upon 
the body are defcribed by the ingenious Dr. Dar- 
win, in his " 5<oonomia," under an allegory which 
Would not have difgraced the fplendid imagination 
pf Lord Bacon himfelf. 

M 3 <c Pro* 
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« Prometheus," fays the Do&or, « was painted" 
as ftealing fire from Heaven, tjjat might well 
<* reprefent the inflammable fpirit 'produced by 
<€ fermentation, which may be faid to animate or 
« c enliven the man of clay ; whence the conquefls 
•■* of Bacchus, as well as the temporary mirth and 
** noife of his devotees. But the after- punilhment 
€< of thofe who fteal this accurfed fire, is a vulture 
4C gnawing the liver, and well allegorizes the 
^ poor inebriate lingering for years under painful 
« difeafes." 

And that the graces and energies of poetry 
may come in aid of the figure fo ftrongly depicled 
Ui profe, the fame great Phyfiologift, in his 
" Botanic Garden," in the moft fublime imagery, 
and with the greatcft ftrength of perfonification^ 
has compofed a picture which fliould be painted 
arid hung up in every chamber dedicated to 
Bacchanalian feftivity. 

Dr. Darwin perfonifies the Goddefs of Wine 
tinder the name of Vitis, who thus addrefles her 
yotaries : 

" Drink deep, fweet Youths/* fedu&ive Vitis cries, 
The maudlin tear-drop gliftening in her eyes; 
preen leaves and purple clufters crown her head, 
And ihe tall thyrfus ftays her tott'ring tread ; 
" Drink deep/' flie carols, as (he waves in air 
T^e mantling goblet, "and forget your care." 
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C*er the dread feaft malignant Chymia fcowls, 
And mingles poifon in the ne&ar'd bowls. 
Fell Gout peeps grinning thro* the flimfy fcene, 
And bloated Dropfy keeps behind unfeen. 
Wrapp'd in her robe, white Lepra hides her ftaini, 
And filent Frenzy, writhing, bites his chains. 



DES CAR TES f 

THIS great Philofophcr, who was one of the 
profoundeft thinkers the world ever knew, ufed to 
lie in bed fixteen hours every day with the curtains 
drawn and the windows fhut. He imagined, 
that in that eafy and undifturbed fituation he had 
more command over his mind than when it was 
interrupted by external objects. 

Defcartes in very early life ferved as a volunteer 
in the army at the liege of Rochelle, and in Hol- 
land under Prince Maurice. He was in garrifon 
at Breda, when Blfeerman propofed his celebrated 
mathematical problem. He gave the folution of 
it, and returned to Paris, where he continued bis 
ftudies in mathematics and moral philofo£hy. 
The philofophy of Ariftotle being then the phi- 
lofophy in vogue in France, Defcartes, who was 
diflatisfied with it, and who intended to attack it, 
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retired to Amfterdam, to avoid any perfecution he 
might fuffer in his own country for not facrificing 
to the old ajid long-revered jdol of Peripateticifm. 
This produced the following letter to the cele- 
brated Balzac, who had recommended to him to 
retire into fome Convent in the country, to purfue 
at his eafe his heterodox intention* The letter 
from this great Philofopher to his ingenious friend, 
admirably defcribes .the peace and tranquillity which 
then prevailed in the metropolis of Holland, the 
emporium of the world, and the feat of liberty and 
fecurity. 

iC SINCE you have been infpired with a defire 
'.' tp quit the world, my dear Balzac, and to bjd 
* adieu to a fervile Court, you muft excufe my 
€C zeal if I invite you to come and fettle at Amfter- 
M dam, and to prefer the refidence of that city 
€ \ to any one pf the famous Francifcan or Carthu- 
f c fian Monafteries (in which there are many good 
u and pious men), to any of the moft pleafantand 
cc falubrious fituations of Italy, or even to that 
ic beautiful hermitage in which you were laft year, 
<c However perfeft your hermitage was, yet there 
t c were feveral things wanting to it, which are only 
^ c to be found in great cities. To begin with only 
*• one defeft, it cannot pofilbly poflefs that com- 

<c plete 
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* c plete and * perfeft folitude which is never to be 
* c met with out of a great city. You will in your 
*' hermitage, perhaps, find a ftream that will corn- 
** pel the mott talkative perfon to be filent, and a 
%i valley fo fecluded as to excite even the mot 
* c inattentive perfon to meditation or to extacy, 
* c But you muft ftill have there many nejghbours, 
cc who teize you with their offenfive vifits, and 
li who are continually inviting you to return to 
** Paris; whilft, on the contrary, I, who am 
u perhaps the only perfon in this city who have nt* 
< c concern in trade or commerce, (every other 
<c perfon here being abforbed in bufinefs) canpaJs 
" my whole life here without being known to* 
* c any one. J walk every day as undifturbe4 
" amidft the crouds of the anxious and hurrying 
** multitude, as you can poflibly do in your foK- 
* c tary avenue of trees. Nor do I take any more 
** notice of the men that I meet than you do of the 
** trees in your woods, or of the animals feeding 
< c amongft them : the hum of the bufy multitude 
4 4 no more difturbs me than the murmuring of a 
4 f rivulet. If ever I chance to turn my thoughts 

* It Ihould be remembered in favour of DefeaTUs* 
opinion of the retirement of a metropolis, that three of the 
greateft efforts of the human mind were produced in 
London--- the Effays of Lord Bacon, Sir Ifaac Newton's 
Optics, and Milton's Paradife Loft. 

V t<* 
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** to the anions of the perfons who forround me, 
•* I receive the fame pleafure from them that you 
•* do from thofe who cultivate the land about you; 
44 in your neighbourhood, as I fee that all their 
u labours tend to the decoration of the place where 
44 1 live, that nothing may be wanting to my plea- 
44 fure or convenience. If it is any pleafure to 
4t you to fee fruit growing in your garden or in 
•*■ your orchard, and that prefent itfelf to the eyes 
44 of thofe who walk in them, do you think that I 
** enjoy lefs pleafure in beholding the fhips that ride 
44 in this port, bringing with them all the fruits of 
** the Indies^ and whatever is rare or precious in 
41 Europe ? What place in any part of the world 
4< can you chufe, in which every convenience of 
44 life,, and in which even every thing that nicety 
44 itfelf can dignify with the name of curious, can 
44 be more eafily procured ? In what other fitua- 
44 tion is there greater liberty ? Where is there 
44 fafer fleep ? Where is there lefs occafion for 
44 troops to keep order and regularity ? Where 
44 are* poifoning, treachery, calumny, lefs known 
* than with us, where there are even veftiges 
• c of t\\e fimplicity of the Golden Age ? I 
44 cannot guefs why you continue fo tranfported 
4C with the climate of Italy, where the plague but 
4t too often makes its ravages, where the heat in 
4,4 the middle of the day is intolerable, where the 

44 cool 
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•* cool of the evening is unwholefome, and where 
"the filent hour of midnight is polluted with mur- 
*«' der and with robbery. If you are afraid of the 
*' coldnefs of the Netherlands, pray tell me what 
<c fhade, what fprings, can To completely remedy 
li the fervid heat of your fummer fun, as our 
4t ftoves and our grates defend us from the rigour 
u of the cold. I hope then to fee you here fooru 
** I have a fmall collection of my meditations to 
< c (hew you, which perhaps you may like to fee* 
** Whether you come or not, believe me to be 
" Yourmoft humble 
" and obedient fervant, 

" Descartes,** 
«« AmJIerdam^ Sept. 30, 1638." 

Count D'Avaux offered Defcartes a penficn, 
which he refufed, telling this great Negotiator* 
after returning thanks for his generous offer, 
€< The Public alone fhould pay what I do for the 
41 Public.*' His Biographer fays, that DefcaYtes 
became rich by diminifhing his expences, and that 
whilft he remained in Holland, he always wore a 
plain fuit of black cloth. u At his table," adds 
he, a in imitation of the good-natured Plutarch, 
** he always preferred fruits and vegetables to the 
w bleeding flefli of animals. His afternoons were 
** fpent in the convcrfation of his friends, and in 

" the 
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•*■ the cultivation of a fmall garden, when the 
**■ weather permitted* After having in the 
«* morning fettled the place of a planet, in the 
& evening he would amufe himfelf with watering 
•* a flower/' His health was naturally delicate, 
and be took care of it, without being enflaved 
by that care. ct Though/' fays he, in one of 
bis letters, 4C I have not been able to find out a 
•* jnetbodof preferving life, yet 1 have arrived at 
** one point of no lefs confequence, and that is, 
•* not to be afraid of death.** 

Pelcartes, who was naturally of a warm and 
lively difpofition, took great pains to command 
bis temper, and ufed to fay, that to the controul 
under which he had been able to bring his paffions 
by early and continual attention to the regulation 
of them, he was indebted for that ferenity and 
tranquillity of mind which contributed (o greatly 
to his happinefs. 

Defcartes* favourite device was, " Bene qui 
*? iatuity bene vixit ;" and he ufed to fay perpe- 
tually, * c I value my independence at fo high a 
* c rate, *that all the Sovereigns in the world cannot 
t 6 purchafc it from me." Yet fo difficult it is 
even for Philofophers not to be flattered by the 
attention of Princes, that Defcartes was prevailed 
pn by the felicitations of Chriftina Queen of 

Sweden^ 
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Sweden, at an advanced age* and in very delicate 
health, to tranfport himfelf to the rude * climate 
of Stockholm, to become the preceptor of that 
fingulaf Princefs. His refidence in that coli 
Country, joined to his being obliged to attend the" 
Princefs every morning in her library, even in the 
winter, at five o'clock, to give her lefibns, under- 
mined a health too precious to be wafted upon a 
Vain and capricious woman. He was foon feixed 
with an inflammatory fever, in confequence of 
this change in his manner of living, and became 
delirious ; exclaiming in that fituation, when the 
Phyficians propofed to let him blood, " Mejfteuri^ 
€< ipargnez le fang Francois, je vous enfupplitJ* 

Defcartes is defcribed by one who knew him, as 
a man of fmall ftature, rather of a dark complexion, 
with a countenance of continual ferenity, and a 
very pleafing tone of voice. He was extremely 

* This appears the more extraordinary, as Defcartes had 
written to M. Chanut, the French Ambaftador at the 
Ceurt of Sweden (who was the negotiator between 
Chriftina and the Philofopher), in the following terms ; 
" A man," fays he, " born in the Gardens of Toura&ae, 
** and fettled in a country (that of Holland) where there 
*• is indeed lefs honey, yet more milk than in the Land of 
41 Promife, cannot eafily bring himfelf to quit that coun- 
" try, to go and live in oae inhabited by bears, and fur- 
" touoded with rocks and ice,** 

liberal, 
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liberal, an excellent friend and a kind matter, an<J 
fb little fenfible to refentmen^ that he ufed to fay* 
44 When any perfon does me an injury, I endear 
* vour to elevate my mind fo high, that the in- 
tc jury cannot reach it." Defcartes, like many 
Other ingenious men, had applied himfelf a little 
Id the ftudy of medicine* and like many other in- 
genious men^ who do not make a regular pro- 
feffion of an art fo complicated though fo highly 
Itieful to mankind, and which depends fo much upon 
(experience and obfervation, occafionally fell into 
grefs errors. The ftomach he ufcd to compare 
to the refervoir of a corn -mill, which if not con^ 
tinually fupplied with freih aliment, is dedroyod 
by the trituration of its own mufcles. He was 
therefore, in order to prevent this fuppofed mif- 
thief, continually maflicating fome light and innu- 
iritious fubltance. 

That fublime genius and excellent man Pafcal, 
Sn fpeaking of the philofophy of Defcartes, fays, 
rt I can never forgive Defcartes. He was 
u very anxious throughout the whole of his phi- 
u Iofophy to do without a Firlr. Caufe ; yet 
%i he could not prevent himfelf from givins 
^ it a gentle fillip, in order to put the world 
*' in movement, and there he leaves it." Father 
raulian, an Ex-Jefuit of Avignon, wrote a book 
intitled " Le Paix entre Defcartes et Newton" 

but 
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but like moft other negotiators who are hot in the 
fecret of thofe for whom they negotiate, and more 
efpecially when they are not commiflioned by them* 
by no means carries his kind intentions into exe* 
cution. 

Defcartes had for his pupils three Princeffe% 
-and though he died in the fervice of Chriftina* 
iie ever preferred the Princefs Elizabeth*, daughter 
of Frederic the Fifth, to her ; at ^ which the 
Vain and infolent Chriftina- was not a little 
offended. Defcartes dedicated his " Principia" tar 
the Princefs Elizabeth, and tells her in his Dedica- 
tion, that he had never found anyone except heifoif 
who completely understood his^philofophy. 

On the execution of Charles the Firft, ancle 
•to this accomplifhed and excellent Princefs, Def- 
cartes wrote to her as follows : 

c< MADAM, 

'* AMIDST much bad news that I have been* 
u fo unfortunate as to hear nearly at. the fame 
" time, that which has the moft affe&ed me, hatf 

" beert 

* Elizabeth, eldcft daughter of Frederic V. Ele£or 
iPalarine and King of Bohemia, by Anne, daughter <jf 
James the Firft, King of England. She refufed to marry 
Ladiflaus the Seventh, King of Poland. She was Abbefs 
•f the rich Protcftant Abbey of Hervord«», which, unde^ 

M 
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*« been the illnefs of your Royal Highnefs. An4 
•* though I have been made acquainted with your 
** recovery, I cannot quite efface from my me* 
M mory the forrow which the account of your 
u illnefs gave me. The defire that you felt within 
V you to make verfes during the time of your in- 
u difpofition, reminds me of Socrates, who, ac- 
** cording to Plato, had the fame defire whilft he 
* 4 was in prifon. And I think that the inclination to 
** make verfes* arifes from a ftrong agitation of 
* c the animal fpirits, which may entirely derange 
u the imagination of thofe who have not a ftrong 
* and a (ready mind, but which only in a certain 
u degree animates and illumines perfons of a found 
u head, and difpofes them to become poets. And 
tt I take this enthufiafm to be the mark of an un*- 
tc derftanding more ftrong and more exalted than 
** the common run of underftandings. If I were 
** not well afTured that your's was of that defcrip- 
** tion, I (hould have been much afraid that you 
14 Would have been extremely afflidted with the 
M news of the dreadful cataftrophe of the tragedies 
** of England. But I can promife to myfelf, that 
4C your Highnefs, fo long accufiomed to reverfes 

her influence, became one of the firft fchools of the Car- 
tefian philofophy. She died in 1680, greatly regretted 
by the men of learning of her time, whom {be patronized, 
without dift.n&ion of country or of religion. 

" Of 
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** 8? fottuiie, arid hairing fo lately incurred thq 
** rifle of loErig your life, will' not be fo much 
k< furprized and troubled at Hearing of the death 
^ of one of yotir near relations, as if you had not, 
** been before acquainted with misfortune. And, 
ft although the death of the Itjng of Eiigland 
u (however violent and unprebederited) feems to. 
rt bear an afpeft much more horrid than if His 
u Majefty had died irihfsbed; yet, taking all th$ 
kt circumstances together, it is nidch mofe glorious, 
u it is much more fortunate, and it is much more 
ki pleafant; fo that the very thirig which partial- 
M larly affli&s the bulk of mankind, affords c6h- 

* 

" folation to you. For furely it is very gloriou** 
** to die in fuch a manner as to makeohefelf gene- 
* c rally lamented, praifed, and regretted, by all 
* c thofe Who have any fentimefits of humanity* 
w And it is very certain, that without this cruel 
*' trial, the clemency and the virtues of the de-* 
u ceafed King would never have been fo noticed nor 
** fo efteerned as they are at prefent, and ever will 
€< be by thofe who read his fad hiftory. I am welt 
tf convinced^ that the confeioufnefs of his own' 
c< innocence gave him more fatisfa&ion in the laft 
tc moments of his life, than his indignation (which 
C4 they fay was the only paffion obferved in him) 
* c gave him concern. As for the pain of his death, 
" I put that out of the account, his pain was of 
YOVU* n " fu c 
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* fuch fliort duration* For if murderers could 
€i employ a fever, or any other of the difeafes with 
<( which nature is accuftomed to fend mankind out 
€t of the world, one fhould have good reafon to 
a think them more cruel than they really are when 
u they deftroy life by a ftroke of the axe. But I 
u dare no longer dwell upon fo melancholy a fub- 
c< jeffc, and add only, that it is much better to be 
<c delivered from a falfe hope, than to be fruitlefly 
€i encouraged in it, 






****** 

c< As for myfelf, mod excellent Princefs, who* 
c< am attached to no particular fpot, I would 
u readily change Holland, or even France, for any 
t€ country whatever, could I be aflured to find it 
*' in peace and fecurity, and had no other reafon 
c< for particularly fettling there but the beauty of 
li the country. But there is no place in the world, 
u however unpleafant and inconvenient, in which 
u I fhould not think myfelf happy to fpend the 
c< remainder of my days, if your Highnefs refided 
€i in it, and in which I was capable of rendering 
" you any fervice, as I am entirely, and without' 
€i referve, 

" Your Highnefs's very obedient fervant, 

c< Descartes." 

Defcartes 



t 
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■ 

Defcartes had continually in his mouth theft 
lines from Seneca the Tragic Poet : 

HU mars gravis intubate 
Qui notus nimis omnibus, 
Ignotus moriturjtbi. 

On him Death heavily muft fall. 

And double terror own, 
Who known, alas! too well to all. 

Dies to himfelf unknown. 






ABBE RUCELLAI. 

S 

THE effe& of motive upon the human frame 
was perhaps never better illuftrated than in the 
account of Abbe Ru£c!lai, thus defcribed in that 
entertaining Book, written by Dom' Noel 
d'Argonne, a Carthufian friar of Gallion in Nor- 
mandy, entitled, <c Melanges (PHiJIoirt it de la 
" Literature^ par Vigneuil de Merveille"--- 
€t This Abbe was the great nephew of the cele- 
<c brated Mc-.fignot de la Cafa, fo well known by 
" the excellence of his Italian writings: he. 
ct came from Rome to Paris with Mary de Medi* 
a cis, wife of Henry the Fourth, where he lived 
^ ' in great fplendor and profufion. He ufed to have 

n z u ferv-« 
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11 fetyed up at hi? t^ble,, during the deflert, bafons 
f c enamelled in gold full of effences, perfumes, of 
€i gloved, fans, and even piftoles for his company 
cc to play with. By thefe circumftance? one may 
€c readily judge what 4 fprt of] a perfpn M, Ru£ellai 
ic was. His delicacy in every thing was exceffive: 
cc he drank nothing but water, but it was a water 
* that was brought frorti a great diftance, and 
€t which wa$ to be drawn drop b,y drop (if one 
€i may fo exprefs it). The leaft thing in the world 
<c diftrefled him : the fun, the dew, heat, cold, the 
*' leaft change in the atmpfphere feemed. to have 
** an effeft upon his conftitution. The mere ap- 
u prehenfion of becoming ill wpuld make him keep 
u his room and put himfelf to bed. It is to him 
11 that our phyficians are obliged for the inven- 
u tion of that 'difeafe without a difeafe, called 
€C Vapours, which makes the employment of thofc 
€C perfons who are idle, and the fortunes of thofe 
c< who attend them. The poor Abbe groaned; 
41 greatly under the weight of thefe trifles, daring 
rt to undertake nothing where there was the leaft. 
<c trouble or fatigue. At laft however, goaded 
*' by ambition, or rather perhaps from a defire to 
" revenge himfelf upon fome perfon who he 
#c thought had not ufed him well, he undertook 
4< to ferve his old miftrefs, Mary de Medicis, in 
4i fome ftate intrigues which were very compli- 

44 cate<f* 
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** cated, and which required great aftivity. At 
tt firft, the fight of that trouble which had always 
€C appeared to him to be fo dreadful a thing, was 
c< very near making him abandon his undertaking; 

u but getting the better of his fears, he became 

...... 

<c fo hardy and fo a&ive, that his friends, who 
" faw him work hard all the day and take no reft 
c< at iiight, who faw him riding poft upon the 
" molt execrable horfeS, ana not caring what he 
u ate or drank; but contented always with what 
" he found, ufed in jolcfc to afk him news of the 
" Abbe Rufdlai, pretending hot to know what 
u was become 6t him, or what perfon had changed 
" fituations with him, or into what other body the 
« Abbe's fdul Had transmigrated." 



R E G N A RD. 

TH£ li'fe'of this^celebrated French Comic Poet 
appears to have been a life of real romance. He 
was born at Paris in 1647. His great paffion 
throughout life was that of travelling. In return- 
fog from' Italy to France by an Englifh merchant 

n 3 tbip, 
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(hip, he was taken prifoner by an Algerine vefle!, 
and carried with the reft of the crew to Algiers, 
where he was fold for a flave to one of the prin- 
cipal perfons of that city. Regnard, being a very 
good cook, was in confequence of his knowledge 
in that very ufeful art taken notice of by his matter, 
and treated with great lenity. He was however 
detected in an * intrigue with one of the women 
of his matter's feraglio, and was fentenced either 
to be impaled, or to turn Mahometan. The 
French Conful at Algiers, who had juft received 
a very confiderable fum of money to purchafe 
Regnard's liberty, made ufe of it to procure him 
both that and his life. Regnard, again a free man, 
returned to France : having however the gout de 
la vie vagabond* (as he calls it) he travelled into 
Flanders and Holland, and from thence to Denmark ; 
the Sovereign of which country advifinghim tovifit 
Lapland, he and two other Frenchmen (whom he 
chanced to meet at Copenhagen) went together 
into Lapland as far as the extremity of the Gulph 
of Borneo, and extended their travels even to 
the Frozen Sea. Stopping here, as they could not 
poffibly go any farther, Regnard had thefe lines 

* The principal circumftances of this intrigue Regnard 
has worked up into a Novel called " LaFr<rvcn$ale" 

engraved 
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engraved upon a ftone on a mountain near that 
immenfe repofitory of ice : 

Gallia nos gcnuit> *uidit nos Africa, Gangem 
Hau/imus, Europamque oculis luftravimus omncm% 
Cafibus et *variis afti terrdque marique 
Siftimus btc tandem qua nobis defuit or bis. 

In Gallia born, by fcorching Afric viewM, 
And bath'd in Ganges' confecrated flood, 
We've feen whate'er of nature and of art, 
To wond'ring eyes, all Europe can impart ; 
By Fate's kind power enabled to withftand 
The various perils of the fea and land. 
Here then we Hop, here fix our laft retreat; 
Where the world clofes en our wandering feet. 

No one feems to have felt more fenfibly, or 
to have defcribed more forcibly, themiferies of an 
idle and undefignated life than M. Regnard. In 
fome port in which he was becalmed, he thus ex- 
prefles his fenfations on the fabjeft:— u The 
*} whole time in which we were becalmed," feys 
he, " was not entirely loft to me. Every day I 
" went to the top of fome high and pointed rock, 
« c from which the view of the fea, and of the pre-* 
" cipices that furrounded it, corresponded perfectly 
" well with my meditations. In thefe converfa- 
ft tions with myfelf, I laid open my own felf to 
" myfelf. I endeavoured to difcover, in the very 

n 4 *' inmoft 




f ' } nmoft repefles of my heart, the feritinyjnts tha£ 
< c had been before concealed from me ; and I faw 
*f them as they were in reality, and without difl 
f c guife. I threw my eyes back upon the agitations 
l , € of my paft life* where J faw defigns without 
€€ execution, and srtferprizes without fuccefs. . I 
V confidered my prefent ftate of life, my continual 
f c change of place, my conftant though ufelefs 
€C travels, and tfre. continual emotions with which 
c * I was harrafled. J recognized rpyfelf but too 
? c well under everyone of thefe fituations, into 
* c which mere caprice, mere ficklenefs had directed 
f c me, without being able to allow even my vanity 
f c and felf-loye to tell me anything in my favour. 
f I then began to make a juft eftimate of what 
<* I had 4 J^eeji doing j L became buf (90 fenfible 
* c r . ^pw contrary all that I liad ever done, was to 
f* k the, proper bufinefs of life, which confifts in 
" quje^ and in tranquillity 5 and that that happy 
*\ ftate of mind is only to be found in fome agree?- 
f. ( able profeiEon or bufmefe, which arrefts the 
»\ human mini in the fame, manner as an anchor 
K*. .ftpps a veffel in the midft of a florin, 

- ' .!f There is. perhaps^' adds M. Regnard, " no- 
f f. thing; more difficult in human life than the choice 
•?£• of a profeffion. Hence it happens, that there 
f* are fo many perfons who live without any pro- 

? feffion, 
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K feflxotly and who exift in a perpetual and difgracc- 
* c ful indolence, not ipending their time in the 
*' way in which they would wifh to fpend it, but 
*< as they have been accuftomed to fpend it, whc- 
*< ther from their apprehenfion of difficulty, from 

V their love of idlenefs, or their diflike to labour* 
" The life of thefe miferable perfons is a ftate of 
* c perpetual agitation ; and if, at an advanced 
*' period of life, they feemed to be fixed toany thing, 
f ' it is not the diflike to motion, but their inability 

V to move, that is the caufe of it. Thefe perfont 
f are continually accufing Fortune of having 
u treated them ill: they are continually com- 
** plaining of the badnefs of the times, and did 
P wickednefs of the age. They are continually 
u flying from one place to another, and are never 
'.' pleafed with any. In winter they are too cold, 
** in fummer they are too hot. If they make a 
** voyage by fea, they are foon tired of the incoir- 
<* veniencies of being on (hip-board ; if they 
" travel by land, they are incommoded by duft, 

V by bad- horfes, by bad inns. If they go to any 
" place, they are foon tired of it, and go to fomc 
?* other place. Thus flying ever, from.themfelvesi 
f* they always carry with them their own incon- 
f* ftancy. of mindj yet appear to forget that the 
g- caufe of; their wretchednefe is within themfelve*, 

^ and* 
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«* and do not remember what Horace has long 
#t ago told them, 



■ ' Patria quis exul 

Se qiioquefugit ? 

thus exquifitdy tranflated by Mr* Haftings, 

What vagrant from bis native land 
E'er left himfelf behind ? 

One of the moft ftriking pi&ures that was ever 
made of the wretchednefc and mifery of an idle and 
unappropriated life is to be met with in Lord Cla- 
rendon's Dialogue on the Want of Refpe& due to 
Old Age, in the volume of his Trafls, where he 
gives the following melancholy account of one of 
his country neighbours : 

" When I vifited this Gentleman in the morn- 
u ing I always found him in his bed, and when I 
* c came in the afternoon he was afleep, and to mod 
** men be fides myfelf was denied, but was very 
<c willing to be called when I came, and always 
u received me with cheerfulnefs. Once walking 
44 with him, I doubted he was melancholy, and by 
" fpending his time fo much in his bed, and fo 
a much alone, that there was fomething which 
u troubled him, other wife that it could not be 
" thai a man upon whom God had poured down 
'? (b many bleffings, in the comfort of fo excellent 

" a wife| 
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€< a wife, who had brought him fo many hopeful 
<( children, and in the poflei&on of fo ample an 
" eftate, (hould appear in the courfe of his life, 
* c and in the fpending of his time, to be fo little 
€i contented as he appeared to be. To which, 
" with a countenance a little more ere& and 
cc cheerful, he anfwered, that he thought himfelf 
« the mod happy man alive in a wife, who was all 
" the comfort he could have in this world ; that 
"he was at foT much eafe in his fortune, that he 
€< could not wifh it greater. But he faid, he 
c * would deal freel}' with me, and tell me, if he 
*' were melancholy (which he fufpe&ed himfelf 
" of), what was the true caufe of it : that he had 
'* fomewhat he-knew not what to do with j his time 
u he knew not how to fpend, which was the reafon 
u he loved his bed fo much, and flept at other 
<( times, which, he faid, he found did already do 
" him no good in his health. I told him, that £ 
<c had obferved in his clofet many books finely 
a bound, which I prefumed he might find good 
€ * divertifement in reading. To which he replied, 
u that they were all French romances, which he 
44 had read enough, and never found himfelf the 
c< better, for want of fome kind of learning, which 
tt was neceflary to make thofe obfervations which 
€i might arife even from thefe books ufeful; and 
" he confefled that he could not read any book for 

"half 
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** half an hour together without fleeping. All 
** which, he faid with a deep figh, was to be iiri- 
* 4 puted to the ill education he had had, which 
€i made him fpend that tirtie in which he ought to 
u have laid up a ftdck of knowledge, which would 
* € have made his age delegable to hirri, in dancing 
" and fuch other trifles, the (kill and perfeftioh 
4< wherein men grofa weary of as foon as they are 
\ x u grown perfect men, and ye"t when it is too late 

H to cultivate their minds with nobler ftudies*, 
<* which they sire unapt then to enter upon, be- 
c< caufe they fee what progrefs much younger men 
cc have rtiade in thofe ftudies before they begin f 
€c and fo chufe rather to flatter themfelves in their 
€< ignorance," In the courfe of the narration, it 
appears that the father of this unhappy man had, 
from a foolifh notion that his fon might learn fome 
vices at the Englifh Univerfities, fent him to one 
of the French Academies, where, as himfelf told 
Lord Clarendon, " Truft me, neighbour," faid 
he, <c all that is learned in thefe Academies is 
u riding, fencing, and dancing, befides fome 
ci wickednefles they do not profefs to teach, and 
* c yet are too eafily learnt, and with difficulty 
cc avoided, fuch as 1 hope our Univerfities are not 
<c infe&ed with. It is true," added he, " they 
c * have men there who teach Arithmetic, which, 
" they call philofophy ; and the art of fortification, 

* 4 which 
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c * which they call mathematics ;.— but what 
ct . learning they have there I might eafily imagine, 
'* when he affured me, that in three years which he 
u fpent in the Academy, he never faw a Latin book^ 
tl nor any Matter that taught anything there, who 
c * would not have taken it very ill to have been 
c< fufpe&ed to fpeak or underftand Latin. Oh 
" neighbour," continued he, " I do promife you, 
<c that none of my children (hall have that breed- 
€i ing, left when they come to my age, they know 
<c not better to fpend their time than I do." 
Xrord Clarendon adds, iC that this unhappy Gen- 
iC tleman's melancholy daily increafed with the 
c< agony of his thoughts* tilj he contracted thofe 
<c difeafes which carried him off at the age of 
u thirty-fix years.' 



»* 
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THIS celebrated French , Epigrammatift wat 
valet-de-chambre to Maria -Therefa, the Queen 
of Louis XIV. In early life he had been long 
wavering with refpefl* to the choice of the pro- 
feflion he was to follow? he however, at laft, 
Very dutifylly, and very wifely, deferred to the 

opinion 
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pinion of his Father*, who chofefor him the pro- 
feffion of the Law. Whilft he remained in his 
ftate of uncertainty he wrote the following lines ; 
to which, from the peculiar neatnefs and felicity 
of expreflion contained in them, it would be diflU 
cult to do juftice in a translation. 



l'irresolu. 



Pendant que Luc deli b ere 

Surce quildoit de e venir % 
*V • Ets'il eft bon defefaire, 

Homme d'eglife $u d* affaire, 

A*vocat ou moufquetaire, 

"Plus <uite qifun fouvenir, 
^ Le temps a V aile legere 

Party pour tie plus revenir, 

Ses beaux jours *vont s y embrunip, 

Etla vleillejfe s' advance. 

Auparavant qu'il commence 

Ilferoit temps definir. 

Flottant dans V incertitude y 

Luc rejle infen/iblement 9 

Inutile cgalemcnt 

Pour la guerre, pour Vetude, 
4 Le monde &f lafolitude. 

* ' Quant a moiyje pr&vois bien 

Que cbercbant trop afe connoitre 9 

Ce quilpeut ce qu il<veut (tre y 

Enfin Luc nejera rien* 

Senegal 

• On the fubjcft of the choice of a profeffion, Dr.John- 
foti with his ufual fagacity of remark fays, " I have ever 
" thought thofie happy that have been fixed from the firft 

ft dawa 
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Senegal ufed to call cheerfulnefs of temper 
u la beaume de la vie* 9 He wrote fome Memoirs 
cf Cardinal de Retz, which are now procured 
with difficulty, and which differ in fome reipecls 
from thofe publifhed by his Eminence, 



COUNT OLIVAREZ. 

WHEN this Minifter was once reproached by 
his Sovereign Philip the Fourth of Spain, for not 
having done for him what Cardinal Richelieu had 

41 dawn of thought to fome ftate of life, by the choice of 
" one whofe authority may preclude caprice, and whofe 
*' influence may prejudice them in favour of his opinion. 
" The general precept of confulting the genius is of little 
" ufe, unlefs we can tell how that genius is to be known. 
•• If it is only to be difcovered by experiment, life will be 
u loft before the refolution can be fixed. If any other in- 
" dkations are to be found, they may, perhaps, be eafily 
" difcerned. At kail, if to mifcarry in an attempt be a 
** proof of having miftaken the direction of the genius, 
" men appear not lefs frequently miftaken with regard to 
u themfelves than to others ; and therefore no one has 
" much reafon to complain, that his life was planned out 
" by his friends, or to be confident that he would have 
u had either more honour #r more happinefs, by being 
41 abandoned to the choice of his own fancy. 1 ' 

done 
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done for his matter Louisr XIHi and for having 
loft him one kingdom, that of Portugal, whilft 
Richelieu had extended the dominions of Louis; he" 
isplied, " The Cardinal, Sire, had no temples/* 
Olivarez, in one thing at leaft* imitated the Cardinal* 
He caufed himfelf to be ftiled the Count Duke, 
becaufe Richelieu had taken the title of the Car- 
dinal Duke. Olivarez feems to have made fome 
wife regulations for his country. He freed from 
the charge of public offices, for four years, all 
newly -married men, and exempted from taxation 
all thofe perfons who had fix male children. To 
increafe the population of his country he had re* 
courfe to one very dangerous and fhameful expe^ 
client, he permitted marriages between young pco** 
pie without, the content of their parents. On* 
being difplaced from the poft of Prime Minifter, he* 
retired to his eftate at Loches, where, according 
to Vittorio Siri, he died completely of chagrin. 
?md difappointment. 



G R O T J U S. 

THIS great civilian and this general fcholar is. 

thus defcribed by Auberi du Maurier, who was 

intimately acquainted . with him i 

li Grotius 
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tt Grotius was a very good poet in the Greek 
t4 and in the Latin languages, and knew per- 
«* fe&ly well all the dead and the living languages; 
** He was, befides, a profound lawyer, and a 
*f moft excellent hiftorian. He had read all thei 
11 good books that had ever been publifhed ; and 
a what is aftonifhing, his memory was fo flxong, 
u that everything which he had once read, wai 
<c ever prefent to it, without his forgetting the 
« c moft trifling circumftance. It has been ofteit 
** remarked, that perfons of great memories have 
* 4 not always been perfons of good and of found 
" judgment. But Grotius was extremely ju- 
a . dicious* both in his writings and in his convef- 
'* fation. I have often," adds Du Maurier, 
** feen this great man Juft caft his eye upon a 
*' pdge of a huge folio volume, and inftantaneoufly 
« become acquainted with the contents of it. He 
*' ufed to take for his motto, Htra ruit 9 to put 
*' himfelf in continual remembrance that he 
" {hould ufefully employ that time which wa£ 
*' flying away with extreme rapidity. 

" Grotius was born at Delft in Holland ; was 
*' a tall, ftrong, and well-made many and had k 
?• very agreeable countenance. With all thefe ex- 
4c cellencies of body his mind was ftill as excellent. 
f He was a man of openneis, of veracity, and of 
u honour, and fo perfectly virtuous, that through* 
. VOL. ii. » cl out 
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" but his whole life, he made a point of avoiding 
ci and of deferring men of bad chara&er, but of 
" feeking the acquaintance of men of worth, and 
" pcrfons diftinguiihed by t^ents, not only of his 
" own country, but of a}) Europe, with whom 
H he kept up an epiftolary correspondence." 

Grotius efcaped from the caftle of Louvcftein, 
where he had been confined on account of his 
conne&ion with the illuftrious and unfortunate 
$arneveit, by the addrefe of his wife. She was 
permitted to fend him books, and {he fent them in> 
^ trunk large enough to hold her hufband. She 
made a pretence to viftt hhn, and flayed in the 
fortrefs till her hufband was out of the reach of his 
gerfecutors, 

Grotius took refuge in France, and was accu- 
sed by fome of his cottntrymen of intending to 
change his religion and become a Catholic. 
" Alas,' 9 replied he to one of his friends who 
had written to him oa the fubjefly " whatever 
« advantage there may be to quit a weaker party 
il that oppreffes me, to go over to a ftronger one 
%t (hat would receive me with open arms, 1 
" truft that, I (hall never be tempted to do fo. 
" And fince," added he, " I have had courage 
H enough to bear up under imprifonment, I truft 
" that I (hall not be in want of it to enable me to 
" fupport poverty $nd bantftunwik'* 

Louis 



% 
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Louis XIII. gave Gracilis a very crafideable 
$enfioa. He was, however^ no favourite with 
liis Minifter, the Cardinal de Rkheiieo, wfaon 
ft is (aid be did not fuMcientty flatter for Ut Ute- 
rary talents, and the penfion was ibon ftopped* 
Grotiui, however, net with a prote&refe in 
Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, who made him 
her Amhaflador at Paris. Here again he was har- 
faffed by Richelieu, who was angry with Urn for 
not giving bipi that precedence as a Prince of 
the Church, to which Grptius thought hinrfelf 
intitled as a representative of a crowned head. 
This dignity, however, was ib Uttle agreeable to 
a man of Grotius's great and good mind, that 
in a letter which he wrote to his father from* 
Paris he tells bim> ** I am reaHy quite tired out 
** with honours. A private and a 'quiet life 
H alone has charts for roe, an<J I fliouW be 
*' Tery happy if I were in a fituation in which I 
*' could fcnly employ myfelf upon works of piety, 
* < and works that might be ufefal to pofterity.'* 
His celebrated work upon the Truth of the 
Chriftian Religion, has been translated into all 
^die languages of Europe, and into feme of thofe 
tif the Eaft. This great fcholar in early Kfe com- . 
ipofed a Devotional Treatife in Flemifh verfe, lor 
Hie ufe of the Dutch iailors that made voyages to 
*he Eaft and Weft Indies. 

q a His 
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-, : His countrymen, who had perfecuted him (b 
violently in his life-time, ftruck a medal in honour 
of him after his death, in which he is ftiled the 
<* Oracle of Delft, the Phoenix of his Country*" 
It may be feen in the u Hiftoire Medallique de la 
5*. Hollande" and -verifies what Horace (aid long 

XJrit emmfulgorefuot qui programed *rtet 
: Infrafe pqfitas* extin&us amabitur idem. 

The man whofe life wife Nature has defign'd 
To teach, to humanize, to fway his kind, 

• Burns by a flame too vivid and too bright, 

t ; And dazzles by excefs of fplendid light. 

; Yet when th« hero feeks the grave's fad ftate, 
The vain and changing people, wife too late, 
O'er his pale corpfe their fruitlefs honours pour, 

"Their friend, their faviour, and their guide deplore \ 

: And each fad impotence of grief betray, 
To realJumine the Promethean clay. 



S ALMAS IUS. 

. THE lovers of literature muft much regret 
that M. Lantin, who had converfed a good deal 
with that great fcholar, and man of general 
knowledge, Salmafius, did not make, as he 
had once thought of doing, a " Salmafiana?' 

: „ Salmafius 
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ftalmafius ufed to read and write in the midft of his 
menage, in company with his wife and children^ 
completely unaffe&ed by their noife. By way of 
feving himfdf the trouble of turning the paper, 
be ufed to write upon rolls of paper ; and when htf 
wasaflced how near he was to finiftung any work* 
he ufed to .fay, not that be had fo many iheets* 
but that be had fo many rolls of paper to finifh.' 
Voffius tells an anecdote of Salmafius, which (hews 
how high an opinion he entertained of his own 
talents and learning. 

" M. Qaulmin and Mauflic meeting Salman 
f fius one day in the King's Library a$. Pan*, 
€C M. Gaulmin (aid, I think that we three are % 
'5 match for all the learned men in Europe taken- 
* c together. Jidd to them all, replied §almgfias 9; 
<* ycHirfelf and M. deMauflfac, and I cpwld-be %. 
f match for yoiji ajl." -..'-% 

tf The laft time/' fays M. tantip, ^ that 
* c Salmafius was at Dijon, 1 had fome converfation 
u with him refpe&ing the tropbjes and the ciyil 
*. c war of England bejtweeQ, Charles the Fijrft am) 
't his Pafliament. Ife feemed- to be of the opinio^ 
*' of the fjigh Pi-efbytefiai) party, who feemed tft. 
" vriQx that the Kii)g {hpifld be neither depofed: 
*f nor brought to the fcaffold, but that hi? power 
(( fhould be in fome refpe&s Curtailed and ret 
ty d^ced, , Salmailu? thought an union of &e 

03 *« Catholic 
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f ( Catbblic arid of the Proteftant Church impofil* 
c < bk, and that the plan of Grotius on that fub« 
¥ je£k would sever feeceed." 

Safaaafius was horn at Sawnur in France, in the 
4o4ra land on the <fey in which the Duke and 
Qardinal of Guife were maflacred by order of 
{ienry the Third. On being afked one day 
when he was born, he replied, in ajlufion to thefe 
mafiacres, 

Cum ceciditfaio Conful uterque pari* 

Salmafius ufed to fay, he had once feen the 
Journal of Meyric Cafaubon, which he kept 
in -Latin ; mid that ftmongft other entries was 
the following ; < ( £)eus bant> b*4ih cateUus meus 
** fefifae ipa ptxus */}.'* Salmafius had made 
cc&e&ons for the hiftory of the ^European fur- 
itames, which he laid **ere in general derived 
either from baptifmal names, from the names of 
provinces and towns, from the names of trades 
and profeffions, or from peculiarities of perfon. 

At the time of the death of Cardinal Riche- 
lieu, a friend of Salmafius was foliciting a 
(fenfion for him from that Minifter, in order to 
keep in France a perfon of his (Salmafius's)' 
talents. Sajmafms laid, a that he believed he 
«* fliould with difficulty be prevailed upon to 
** receive a perrfion from the Court of France, 
W ^s (b much time and pains were employed in 

*' procuring 
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* procuring the payment of it.** He Taid, 
however, w he would very willingly receive the 
" profits of fome fended property, if the King 
«« would have the kindnefs to grant it him;" 
and having afterword's tirtderftood that this offer 
Was made him Oft the condition that he fliould 
write the hiftoryof theadminiftration of Riche- 
lieu, he faid, " that he perhaps fliould not defer ve 
*< it, as he was not a man to facrifice his pen to 
<* flattery." 

Madame de Saumaife Was a great fhrew, and led 
her hufband a weary life ; (he however ufed to fay 
of him, <c that he was the beft gentleman amongft 
tt the fcholars, and the heft fcholar amongft the 

* gentlemen of his time." 

Salmafius, after having quitted France on 
account of his religion, he being a ProteRant, 
refided in Holland. Sorbiere, in a letter to 
M. de Marre, thus defcribes his manner of re- 
ceiving his literary friends ; 

* Every Sunday night he had a circle of 
* 4 fifteen or twenty perlbns of note $ fuch as 
14 M. L*J£mpereur, De jUiet, Grotius, &c. wKofe 
** converfation afforded both inftru&ion and 
4< amufement. Th* chief part of the time that we 
** were with him we fat round a great fire, one 
*' corner of which he kept to himfelf, and 
" Madame de Saumaife had the other. She occa- 

04 c< fionalJy 




£0£ ANECDOTES OF SOMK 

* c fionally mixed in the converfqtion, and took 
*' efpecial care th^t npt one of the company 
*' {hould go away without having received ,a 
*' (harp, word or two from her- Salmafius was 
** not naturally inclined to talk, but when onpe 
€t he began he difplayed a wonderful fertility of 
f* mind, and an immenfe erudition. 1 remember 
? c once, that I took to Salmafius* circle a 
f French gentleman who hpd never feen hirn ; 
fc and as we were going thither, we agreed Jto 
t' make him talk about the amufements of the 
iC field. We put him upon that fubjedt, and my 
li friend told me on his return, that himfelf, 
*< who was an old fportfman, could not haye 
* c talked more pertinently upon the matter. tie 
f* was aftonifhed that a man. of letters, who had 
19 (pent fo much time in his ftudy, and who was 
€C befides fo bad a horfeman, had been able to 
<c pick up fuch variety of information upon a 
" fubje£t not peculiarly interefting to him, for he 
41 told us not only what he had been able tp get 
*' from thofe who had exprefsly written upon 
" the fubjeS, but what he could not know, 
" unlefs he had really been upon the ground, and 
<l had himfelf killed a great quantity of game. 
f c Our converfation was often infefted," fays 
porbiere, u if I may fo ufe the word to ex- 
'*? prels rnore ftrongly our indignation, by a 

" Scotch 
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** Scotch Profeflbr, by name David Stuart, a 
* l Regent of a College, who in the dulleft and 
* c moil infipid manner contradi&ed everything 
** that was advanced ; and this tirefome fellow 
** made us lofe much of the conversation of Sal- 
$i mafius, to whom indeed we afterwards com* 
* u plained, that he, who was in general pretty apt 
" to be violent on fuch occasions, did not repreft 
+' the pedantry of the Scotch Profeflbr; repeating 
" to hhu, ** Oro qui reges confuevis toller e y cur 
t* nqn hunc regem jugulas? Operum hoc f$ibi 
*' crede tuorum eft" 

Salmafius, not contented with attacking Milton's 
arguments in defence of the execution of Charles 
the Firft, attacked the Latinity of his verfeev 
He begins his Apology for Charles the Firft in 
this Angular manner : 

" O ye Engliflb, who tofs about the heads of 
*' Kings as if they were tennis balls, and play at 
** bowls with crowns, and treat fcepters tfith n6 
** more regard than if they were toys J"— 
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FATHER BOUSSJERES, 

ONE of the moft finguiar dedications, per* 
bvpe, ah the world, is that of this learned Monk** 
* PsrUrre Htftorique" to the Virgin Mary, 
tyhom be thus addrefles ; 

* c MAT&f ©EI RJECiKJE MJWOl/* 

* To the Mother of God and the Qyeen of 

** the World, 

«* After fach aitgtift titles, O great Queen, I 
*' am nearly afhamed to offer to you fuch a trifle as 
«* this book is ; but I have fo ftrong a defire tg 
H let mankind know that I owe you everything, 
€c that I am tempted to do it, without paying that 
** refpeft which I ought to do to yGur greatnefs ; 
€i though indeed, to (peak truly, I diminifh not 
u a tittle of your greatnefs, when I have recourfe 
tt to your kindnefs. Permit me then, O great 
<c Queen, again to renew the offering which I 
c# make to you in confeprating to you the firft- 
c< fruits of my ftudies, hoping that this work 
iC of mine (however inconfiderable in itfelf) 
4i will be in fome degree efteemed by the world 
f on account of your adorable name, which it 

4< bears 
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* bears inferibed on the firft page of it, and that 
<* the Author chofe exprefcly tq procure for r% 
« (afety and prote&ion." 

«* £* PtrUrrt Hjftorique" Lyon, 167a, 



SEGRJTS, 

1he Author of the celebrated Romance of 
"*' Zaide," who lived in the reign of Louis the 
Thirteenth of France, and in the early part of that 
of Louis the Fourteenth, Tays, " I find myfelf 
** much more happy in France under its prcfent 
** Government, than a Dutchman is with all his 
** pretended liberty. He pays fo many taxes, that 
*' fuppofing he had fix thoufand livres a- year, he 
** muft pay two thoufand out of them 5 whilft I, 
** by paying fometimes for the regifter of my coat 
** of arms, and occafionally fome other finall fum 
** for the neceffities of the State, live in peace 
*< and fectu"ity. A Dutchman ha^s no idea how 
* € any man can bear a Government fo defpotic as 
u that of France. But with us, at prefent, indi- 
* viduals are more happy than they were before, 
* c when the leaft bit of a Gentleman would play 
4i the petty tyrant upon his eftate. In our whole 
*< Province of Normandy wc had only two or 

«* three 
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** three Noblemen who behaved, themfelves lite* 
** brave andljoaeft Gentlemen. The reft of them, 
** who ufed to tyrannize over their Farmers, and 
** beat them, are all gone to the Devil. Was it 
** not a {hameful and a fcandalous thing, that a 
« c miferable Counfeilor of Parliament had it in 
** his power to make e very-body within twelve 
«* miles afraid of him P* 

4C Cardinal de Retz," fays Segrais, <c told as a 
P truth fome thing of which I knew pofitively the 
.** contrary ♦ Ta avoid mentioning that his Emir 
** nence had told a lie,. I obferved to him, that he 
** ought to doas the late Madame de Montpenfiej* 
.•* did, who ufed to fay, that (he never told an un- 
H truth, but that (he made ufe of her imagination 
I* to fupply the defect of her memory." 

ct When I was young/' fays Segrais in his 
Memoirs, u I was fond of making verfes, and of 
* reading them indifferently to all forts of perfons. 
€t But 1 perceived, that when M. Scarron, who 
* 4 was however my intimate friend, took out his 
V portefeuijle, an4 read me fome of his verfes, hs 
•* bored me exceuively, although his verfes were 
*t verv good. I then began to re$e£r, that as my 
*' verfes were not near fo good as QiSj 1 mull iu 
«« a greater degree bore my friends (who moft 
.** probably did not like poetry as well as I did ^ ^ 
tt and I then laid myfelf down a ref Jution, never 

"to 
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•* to read my verfes except to thofe who afked mc* 
u and evert then to take care that I did not give? 
a them too many of them." 

Segrais, fpeaking of the difturbances at Paris in 
his time called La Fronde, fays, u The party that 
" oppofed die Court had no real reaibn for doing 
w fo. It was to them an agreeable amufement, 
" in which there was a good deal of laughing* 
" and in which every thing was made fun of ia 
41 doggerel verfes." Would to Heaven that the 
late Frondeurs in that Country had been as harm- 
lefs and as pleafant I 



L U L L I. 

THIS great Mufician was one day reproached 
With fetting nothing to mufic but the languid verfes 
of Quinault. He ran immediately to his harp- 
fichord, and after having for a few minutes rua 
Over the keys in a moft violent manner, and with 
great violence of gefture, fang from Racine** 
tragedy of " Iphigenie" the following terrific 
lines : 

Un Pritre enwonne d* une foule cruelle 
Porter a fur majille % une main criminclU 

Dtcbirer* 
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£>tchircra fin fii*> ei d'un atilcuritux 
Das s. Jon c&ur palpitant confultera Us Dieu&+ 

What, ihall a Prieft witbfacred Fury wildj 
Extend his ruthlefs hands upon my child 1 
And whilft with ftupio* cruelty profound 
The lovely vic\im the Vile herd f unround, 
fierce her foft boforo, and with curious eye 
'iThe future in her quivering heart defcry ? 

. Lulli, thinking himfejf dying, font for bis Coii- 
fefTor, who would not give him abfolution unlcft 
be burnt the laft Opera be had compofed, and 
which Was in martufcript. Lulli difputed for 
fome time, but all in vain ; at laft he threw it into 
the fire before the Prieft's face, and received ab- 
solution. On his getting better, the Prince of 
Conde came to fee him, and told him what a 
fimpleton he had been to deftroy one of his fineft 
compofitions* c< Do not condemn me, Sir* 
* c unheard," replied the Mufrcian to the Prince* 
c< I knew very well what I was about : I have 
V another copy." Lulli died at laft of a wound 
Which he had given himfelf in his foot, by beating 
time with too much violence with his cane. Agi- 
tated by the extremeft remorfe for the free life 
which he had led, he ordered himfelf to be placed 
upon afhes, and a rope to be put about his neck* 
and with tears in his eyes expired, chanting from, 
the " Profa Eccleftajlica" of the Romifti Church* 

«* Oh wretched firmer* you maft die !" 

When 
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When Cardinal d'Eftries was at Rome, he 
praifed Corelli's Sonatas very much before that 
exquifite Author. <€ Sir,** replied Corellh, "if 
* they have any merit, it is becaufe I have ftudied 
« LuHu" Handel himfelf has imitated Lulli i* 
many of his Overtures* 



■*M 
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THIS great Poet was apt to be a little caufti* 
in conversation. Some one was talking before 
him of the nobility of his family* '< Alas ! my 
** good friend/' replied he, " it is in the powef ' 
'* of one woman to taint the blood of Charlemagne 
<c himfelf/' Speaking one day of the wicked* 
aefi of mankind, he faid, " Why, when there were 
" only three or four perfons in the world, one o£ 

* them killed his brother." 

Malherbe, though perhaps the firft good poet 
that France ever produced* thought fo flightly of 
the merit of his productions, that he ufed to fay f 

* a good poet was of no more ufe to a State than 

* a good player at quoits." He obferved, 4< that 

* the teft of good verfes was,- when .they were 

H got 
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u got by heart." Every one remembers hi$ 
celebrated ftanza upon the certainty of death : 

La pattvrc en fa cab an e 
Eftfujetafes loix, 
.•-„ Sj la garde que wielle aux barrier es de Louvre y 
Ken defend pas nos Rois. 



*ah» 



BOUCHARDON. 

A MORE linbiafled and more unequivocal 
tefiimony was never afforded to the merit of the 
Iliad of Homer, than that given by this fculpfor. 
fiy fome accident he {tumbled oh the old mfferable 

iranflation of Homer into French Verfe, and Arc 

• 

images which it fupplied to a man of his ardent 
imagination ftruck him fo forcibly, that he told 
one of his friends foon afterwards, " I met the 
u other day with an old French book that I had 
a never feen before. It is called Homer's Iliad, 
46 I think. I do not know how it is, but fince 1 
** have read it, men appear to me to be fifteen feet 
V high, and I cannot get a wink of deep at night/* 
D'Alembert, who mentions this anecdote, fays,« 
that he once heard an artift talk nearly the fame 
language to him, u and who," adds he, " in fpeaking 
44 like Bouchardon, did not fpeak after him/' 

The 
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*The fpeech of Bouchardon to his friend refpe&ing 
Homer, engaged the celebrated Count Caylus to 
fet about a little work, of great ufe to painters 
and to fculptors, entitled, " Tableaux tireet 
" fHotnere? oftavo.— « Subjeas for Artifts, 
is taken from the Iliad and the Odyfley of Homer." 



PASCAL 

exhibits a flriking inftance of the earlieft de- 
fignation of the human mind to a particular pur* 
fuit, and the futility of an attempt to thwart and 
reprefs it. Pafcal's father was a man of fcience, 
and was occafionally vifited by the great mathe- 
maticians of his country, Pafcal, who was then 
quite a child, was prefent at their vifits, and heard 
their conversion, which chiefly turned upon 
fcience, and more particularly upon that which 
they profefled. He was very attentive to what they 
faid, and conceived fuch a paffion for mathematics, 
that he prefled his father very much to permit hint 
to ftudy them. This the father refufed, as think- 
ing it better that his fon's early years fhould be 
given to the knowledge of the Greek and Latin 
languages 5 and put out of his way all the books 
he might happen to have that treated of mathe* 
vol. II. T matic9» 
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tnatics, Pafcal (then eleven years of age), at hi§ 
leifure hours, tried to retire to an upper chamber 
in his father's houfe, where he employed himfelf 
in tracing, with fand upon the floor, the figures 
of triangles, of parallelograms, of circles, &c. 
without knowing the names of them. « There he 
• c compared/ 5 fays his Biographer (Madame du 
Perrier, who was his fitter }, " their feveral relations 
€< and proportions; and by degrees, without the 
cc leaft alfiftance of any kind whatever, came to 
<c conclude, that the exterior angle of every 
" triangle is equal to the two interior and oppofite 
* c angles, and that the three interior angles of 
" every triangle are equal to two right-angles, 
•• which is the 33d Proportion of the Firft Book 
" of Euclid* This and the feveral intermediately 
** neceflary Propofitions h« was able clearly to 
" demonftrate, making ufe of the terms rond and 
" barre, &c. inftead of circle and line (for as yet 
u he was ignorant of the common appellations of 
** thofe lines), and grounding his reafoning on 
** definitions and axioms which himfelf had 
•• verified. He was thus employed when his 
u father burft in upon hkn, who difcovering what 
i€ he was about, and the progrefs and refult of his 
€g exertions, remained for fome time quite infei*- 
u fible, equally furprized and pleafed, and ran to 
" one of his intimate friends to tell him what he 

« had 
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rt had feen. He afterwards encouraged his (on 
11 in the purfuit of his favourite ftudy with fuch 
u fuccefs, that at the age of fixteen young Pafcal 
<( had compofed his celebrated Treatife upon 
" Conic SedHons." 

Pafcal was perhaps one of the beft men that ever 
lived ; his time was bellowed on works of piety 
and utility, and his money was expended on thofe 
Who had occafion for his affiftance. His Pro- 
vincial Letters will immortalize him as one 
of the fineft writers that the French have ever 
pofleffed. One knows not which to admire moft 
in them, his depth of learning, his ftrength of 
reafoning, the delicacy of his fatire, or the purity 
of his intention. In his " Penjies" with an 
honefty perhaps only pardonable in a man of his 
known virtue and fimplicity, he fays, " I am afked, 
" If I do not repent that I have written the 
* c Lettres Provinciates? I anfwer, that fo far from 
" repenting that I have written them, I would, if 
w I were to write them over again, make them 
M flill ftronger. I am then afked, Why I have 
u mentioned the names of the Authors from whom 
Xi I have taken all the abominable pofitions which 
" I have quoted in them ? I anfwer, That if I 
** were in a town where there were twelve fprings 
*' of water, and I was certain that one of them 

p 2 " had 
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c< had been poifoned, I (hould think myfelf obliged 
€i to advife the inhabitants not to get their water 
" at that fpring ; and as what I faid might be 
Ci taken for a matter of mere imagination, I mould 
*' think myfelf obliged to tell the name of the 
w perfon who poifoned the fpring, rather than fuffer 
€i the inhabitants of the"" town to be poifoned*" 

In fpeaking of Epigrams, with what goodnefs 
of heart, and with what bonhommie, he~fays, 

" The Epigram of Martial on fhort-fighted 
u perfons is good for nothing. It does not con- 
" fole them, and it (hews only the wit of the 
<c writer. All that makes only for the writer i* 
c< good for nothing— ambit io/a recidet orna~ 
<c menta. — One {hould endeavour to pleafe only 
cc thofe that poffefs fentiments of humanity and 
M kindnefs, and not perfons of a cruel and bar- 
€C barous difpoflt'ion. ,, 

Pafcal, in the latter part of his life, retired to 
that illuflrious feminary of fcience, learning, 
and piety, Port Royal. Many of the perfons that 
compofed it were men of learning and of rank, 
who thought it right to follow fome trade or ma- 
nufacture, and perform fome manual operation 
for the good of their fouls, as well as for that of 
their bodies \ thinking with the celebrated Abbe 

du 
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du Ranee, the difciplinarian reformer of the fa- 
mous Abbey of La Trappe, that manual labour 
was the firft punifliment inflnSted upon fin. a pro- 
per exercife for the condition of a penitent, and 4 
moft powerful Lieans of fan&ification. 

Pafcal's employment was that of a maker of 
wooden (hoes ; this gave rife to the following 
witticifm of Boileau : A Jefuit having one day 
afked Boileau with a fneer, whether his good friend 
Pafcal was making (hoes at Port Royal : u Je ne 
C< ff a * 5 P as fil fa 1 * & prefent des fouliers^ ?nais je 
" ff ais bien qu'ii vous a poujje un bonne botte" 
was the fatirift's reply. 

Pafcal had, in common with many othei Earned 
men, feme weaknefles, upon which humanity will 
ever drop a tear, A book has been written upon 
the quackery of learned men, and in the opinion 
of the prefent learned and excellent Father of 
Medicine in this country (a Character as fuperior 
to frailty as to vice), an entertaining book might 
be made of the follies of learned men. His name 
moft afluredly would never enter into the compos 
fition of it : the work would at lealt confole the 
ignorant and the foolifli. 

Pafcal, like many excellent and ftudious men, 
feems to have had a horror of politics. c< In a Re- 
" publican Government, as that of Venice, it would 
P be a great crime, "fays he," toattempt to introduce 

P 3 ? » King t 
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u a King *, or to opprefs the liberty of any people 
" to whom God has given it. In a Monarchical 

• Gui du Four de Pibrac, the celebrated Author of the 
Quatrains, feems to be of the fame opinion : 

Jime Vet at t el que tu U wis Stre i 

S'sl eft Royal* aime la Royaute j 

S'il net eft point % s'il eft Communautf, 

AimeJe aujp % quand Dieu t'y a fait naitrc. 

Whate'er its Government* thy Country love J 
Thy lawful Monarch willingly obey ; 
And let the State thy ready homage prove, 
Should Few or Many bear the fovereign fway j 
Convinced that God's paternal care 
Has thought it fit to place thee there. 

No one can fufpeft this great man of fervility and paffive, 
obedience, when the following Quatrain, written by him* 
prevented his being made Chancellor of France under 
Jlenry the Third : 

Je bats ces mots de Puijfance abjblue, 
De plein poui/oir, de propre mowvement j 
Aux faints dccrcls % Us ont premier ement 
Puis Z nos Loix la puijfance tollue. 

Thefe words of ^ power fupreme and fovereign will^ 
My mind with honed indignation fill ; 
For words like thefe have hurt Religion^ caufe, 
Deftrov'd all reverenc for her facred laws ; 
Have injur'd Galiia' Monarch's temperate fway, 
^nd made hi* fubjects a> his Haves obey. 

'< Govern-* 
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c Government, it is not poffible to violate the 
* refpeA that is owing to the Sovereign, without 
ci a fpecies of facrilege. Befides," adds this 
great man, " a civil war, which is the general 
u confequence of the alteration of a form of 
" government, being one of the greateft crimes 
« that can be committed againft the happinefs of 
tt mankind, it is impoffible to fpealc againft it 
" with too much indignation/ 9 Pafcal fubjoins 
in a note with great fimplicity, tl I have as great 
*« a dread of this crime as of murder and of rob* 
" bing on the highway. There is nothing, I an* 
« fure, that is more contrary to my nature than 
" this crime, and to commit which I fliould be 
« Ids tempted." 



GODEAU, 

BISHOP OF VENCE, 

ufed to fay, that to compofe, was an Author 9 9 
Heaven; to correct his Works, an Authors 
Purgatory ; but to correQ: the Prefs, an Author's 
HelJ. 

? 4 LOUIS 
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LOUIS THE FOURTEENTH. 

FROM a converfation the great Prince of 
Conde had with this Prince when he was very 
young, he faid of him to Cardinal Mazarin, 
" There is fluff enough in him to make three 
u Kings and one honeft man." The flattery and 
fervility of his fubje&s deftroyed in Louis the 
kingly part of his gharafter ; that of the honeft 
mail remained, as Louis was fuppofed, during his 
very long reign, never to have broken any pro- 
mife which he had made, nor ever to haye be- 
trayed a fecret confided to him. 

Louis, from a very early age, appears to have 
been modeft and prudent. Segrais fays, that when 
this Monarch was about feventeen years of age, he 
followed him and his brother, the Duke of Orleans, 
out of the play-houfe, and th^t he heard the Duke 
aflc the King, what he thought of the play. they 
had juft then been feeing, and which had been well 
^received by the audience. " Brother," replied 
Louis, " do not you know that I never pretend 
4< to give my opinion on anything that I do not 
u perfectly underftand ?" 

In Pelifibn's Works there are fome notes of a 
ponyerfation that paffed between Louis, three no- 
blemen, andhimfclf, at the liege of Lille in 1667. 

" Louis, 
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JjOuis, after mentioning the difficulties and dan- 
gers that !" \d occurred during the fiegc of this town, 
adds, C4 All thefe circumftances have only ferved to 
u render my courage frrong^r ; and as they arc 
c< in general known to my ar.uy, I was afraid that 
€< they would intimidate my foldiers; and feeing 
u that our fuccefb wo*Jd depend upon our extreme 
a vigilance and activity, and in our preventing 
** the inhabitants of the place from becoming 
€C foldiers, which they would do, if they were to 
c< gain the lead advantage over us, I thought 
c * that there was nothing but my example, and 
<* that of my Offices, and of my Nobility, that 
f* could infpire my army with an extraordinary 
*? courage, that at firft aftomfhed the enemy. On 
w thefe accounts, I have been anxious that my 
" prefence mould animate every action of mjr 
u foldiers ; and that nothing whatever might cf- 
u cape me, I have pafled every night with the ad- 
<c vanced guard, at the head of my fquadrons, and 
<c I have fpent every day in the trenches, fo that 
li if the enemy wifhed to make any attempt upon 
. c< my lines, or thought fit to make any fortie from 
* c the town, I might have been prepared to charge 
*. c upon them with all my Court. Thefe then are 
" the true reafons that have made me appear per- 
f c haps a little more active at the head of my army 
f c than a King ought to be (who had not all thefe 

« mo- 
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tl motives), and in my fituation I am better pleafed 
u with being a little too rafh, when I fee die 
** enemy, than with being a little too prudent. 
** Yet ftill you fee the enemy have fo far refpe&ed 
•* my perfon hitherto, that they have not yet fired 
cc at me, as they could eafily have done j and I 
* f hope that God will yet prefer ve my life a long 
•* time,, for the good of my kingdom, and that I 
** may live to acknowledge your fervices and your 
♦* friendfhip." 

44 I know well," added Louis, cc that calumny 
•* attacks the perfons of Kings as well as thofe of 
•* other men; and though its arrows are more 
u concealed, they do not fail to penetrate the 
** heart of every Sovereign, when they are only 
c< defended by the external marks of royalty* 
• c When a King is pleafed with hearing himfelf 
4< continually praifed, and when his heart is as 
** little nice as his ears, he is not unufually the 
«* only perfon in his kingdom that is fatisfted with 
* c himfelf. Our facred perfon alone does not ren- 
C4 der our reputation facred i and though I know 
*« very well, that there ought to be a great deal of 
€i difference between the courage of a King and 
f< that of a private perfon, our good a£tions and 
4< our virtues can alone infure us immortality. 

<c Kings are more cruelly treated with refpe£i 
u to their conduit than other men, as their hearts 

« arc 
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fl are not, like their actions, expofed to the eyes 
«* of their fubjecls. Subjects in general judge 
*' of the actions of Princes from their own inte- 
« refts and their own paflions, and very rarely 
* c according to candour and juftice. Thus it hap- 
** pens that Kings are often blamed for what 
€i they ought to be prai fed, and when perhaps, to 
« c perform their duty properly, they are forced to 
** facrificc everything to the good of their people, 
" I have always thought, that the firft virtue in a 
* c Sovereign is that of firmnefs of mind, and that 
« c he (hould never permit his refolution to be 
" fhaken either by blame or by praife ; and that 
** to govern well the kingdom entrufted to his 
€i care, the happinefs of his fubjects (hould be 
" the pole to which his actions (hould point, 
** without taking the leaft notice of the ftorms 
** and the different tempefts that may agitate his 
* fliip." 

Louis, when he was thirty-three years of age, 
wrote fome directions for his fon (le Grand Dau- 
tbhj as he was called), which are prcferved in the 
King's Library at Paris. Pcliffon is fuppofed to 
Jiave corrected them. They begin thus : 

iC You will find nothing, my fon, fo completely 
€i laborious as great idlenefs, if you have the mis- 
* c fortune to fall into that vice ; difguilcd in the 
*' firft place with bufinefs, afterwards with your 

" plea* 
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H pleafures, and at laft with the idlenefs itfelf, and 
." looking in vain for that which you can never 
<l find, the fweets of repofe and of leifure, with- 
." out fome occupation or fome fatigue that muft 
€ J always precede that happy ftate. 

'* The principal bufinefs of a King is to let 
*' good fen fe have fair play in everything. Good 
44 fenfe ads naturally, and without any great effort. 
c< What employs us properly is very often at- 
u tended with lefs fatigue than that which would 
, 4< merely amufe us, and the utility of it is always 
-*> evident. A King can have no fatisfa&ion equal 
, ct to that of being able to obferve every day how 
r* c much he has iucreafed the happinefs of his fub- 
f* jedts, and how thofe excellent projects fucceed, 
44 of which himfcif gave the plan and the defign. 

** Confide r after all, rny dear fon, that we not 
ff only are deficient in gratitude and in juftice, 
<c but in prudeixe and in good fenfe, when we do 
*' not pay the proper degree of veneration to that 
V Being who/e vicegerents (lieutenans) only we 
" are." 

In thefe obfervations the natural good fenfe and 
good intentions of the Monarch break out, in 
/pite of the wretched and confined education 
which Mazarin gave him, in order completely to 
govern him, and of which he and his people ever 
- afterwards felt the ill effects. Abbe de Longuerue 

fay§ 
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fays of Louis, u that he was naturally a great 
*' friend of juftice, and of good intentions, but 
* c that he was extremely ignorant in matters of 
t€ fcience and of literature ;" or, as he puts it more 
ftrongly, " il ne ffavoit run de rien. So," fays 
he, " his Majefty was continually deceived. He 
<l was really afraid of men of parts, 11 craignit 
« l les efprits, that was his expreflion. A Foreign 
" Minifter," adds the Abbe, " ufed to fay, that 
<c there were mod aflurculy in Louis the Four- 
<c teenth's time many men of merit in France, 
" but that really he never few one of them in 
« place." 

Louis had a violent paflion for building, and 
preferred, it fecmF, the marfliy and low fituation 
of Verfailles to the dry and elevated fite of St. 
Germain, that he might not fee from his windows 
the ftceples of the Royal Abbey of St. Denis, in 
which his predecefTors had been buried, and in 
which himfelf was to reft. How mortified would 
this Prince have been, had he known, that in all 
the public and private edifices taken together 
which he had caufed to be built, there arc, accor- 
ding to the calculation of a celebrated Scotch 
Antiquary at Rome, fewer cubic feet of mafonry 
than in the fingle fabric erected by a Roman 
Emperor, the Amphitheatre of Vefpaiian. 

Leu is 
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Louis had the merit of knowing his own igrto* 
ranee in literary matters $ for when once 6n his 
paflage to the Army in Flanders^ he had octafiort 
to fpend fome time at a fmall Abbey of Benedi&ins, 
the Prior talked to his Majefty about the charters 
it contained. <c Alas, Sir,'* replied Louis, " you 
cc are much too learned for me ! My coufin the 
iC Prince of Condc will be here in a few days t 
cc you may tell all this to him ; he is the Do&or 
" of our family." 

Louis one day afked Racine, who was the French 
writer that had done moft honour to his reign* 
Racine replied, " Moliere, Sire." " I did not 
cc think fo," anfvvered Louis, " but you are a 
** better judge of thefe matters than I am." 

As Louis's walk was different from that of his 
Courtiers, fo was his pronunciation. Frangois^ 
the name of his fubje&s, he always pronounced like 
the name of the Saint. 

Louis, on hearing fome public Speaker make ufe 
of thefe words, " Le. Rot et FEtaty" exclaimed 
loudly, " VEtat ! c\ft moi." And well indeed 
might he make that exclamation 5 for when, in the 
diftreffes of his kingdom, in the latter part of his 
life, he cor.fulted the Doflors of the Sorbonhe 
whether he might raife taxes by his own authority, 
without the formality of their being regiflered by 

the 
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-the Parliaments of his kingdom, they anfwered in 
the affirmative. 

In an Infcriptioil under his ftatue he was thus 
filled : " The glory of Kings, the delight of the 
" human race, the terror of his enemies, the idol 
" of his fubjefts, and the admiration of all/ 9 



nihil eft, quod credtre deft: 



Hon poflit, cum laudatur Diis aqua pot eftas. 

Ye fhamekfs flatterers of a mortal's pride, 
Your Monarch's power with that of Jove divide. 
CruflTd by his dire and arbitrary fway, 
Yourfelves (hall curfe th* idolatry ye pay. 

Segrais fays, <c that fome young Noblement 
* who were about the perfon of Louis the Four- 
<c teenth, were talking one day before him (when 
" he was about eleven years old) of the defpotic 
<c power of the Emperors of Turkey, and what 
'* great things they did in confequence of it." 
4C Aye," faid the young Prince, 4< this may be 
u called reigning indeed/' The Marfhal d'Ef- 
trees, who happened to be prefent, (aid, " Your 
" Majefty perhaps does not know, that even in 
u the courfe of my life I have known three or four 
€i of thefe Emperors put to death by the bow* 
" firing.'* Marfhal de Villeroi, Governor to the 
young King, immediately arofe from his feat, went 

up 
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up to d'Eftrees, and thanked him for the excellent 
leflbn which he had given to his royal pupil, 

Louis feems to have had one part of an honeft 
and ingenuous mind-: he was inclined to take! 
advice, and to alter his conduct when he was con- 
vinced it was wrong. His perfbn was very beau- 
tiful, and he was very fond of exhibiting it. He 
■very often danced upon the ftage of Verfailles in 
fome of Qiiinault's Operas. Racine, in the Tra- 
gedy of Britannicus, had the boldnefs and the kind- 
nefs to fay of Nero* 

llexcelle a conduire un char clans fa carrier c 9 
A dtfyuter cles prix indignes dc fes mains, 
Afe donner luimimc enfpcBacle au Remains* 

With futile Ikill and ill-dire£ted grace, 

He pants to outftrip the chariots in the race. 

Gazed at by millions of plebeian eyes, 

From his own fubjefts hands he fecks the prize ; 

A prize that but pr< claims the vigor's fliame j 

How far below a Monarch's nobler aim ! 

The judicious Monarch took the hint, and never 
afterwards appeared upon the ftage. 

Louis, who had excellent natural fenfe, and who 
was by no means fanguinary, was moft probably 
led into the cruelties which he permitted to be 
exercifed againft his Proteftant fubjects, by his 
fanatical Chancellor Le Ttllier, and his Confeflbr 
©f the fame name $ for in the Inftructions to his Son 

before 
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before mentioned in this Article, he tells him, tt It 
" appears to me, my fon, that thofe perfons who wifli 
iC to employ extreme and violent meafures do not 
u underftand the nature of this evil, occafioned, in 
11 part, by the heat of the imagination \ which 
« (hould rather be fuffered to die away, and to ex- 
c< tinguifh itfelf infenfibly,thanto be inflamed afrefli 
C( by ftrong oppofition; more particularly when the 
" corruption is not confined to a (mall number 
|c of perfons who are known, but diffufcd through 
" all parts of the State. And befides, thefe Re- 
11 formers fpeak truth upon many fubje&s. The 
u beft method, then, to reduce by degrees the 
" number of the Huguenots in my kingdom, was 
u moil certainly not that of continually harraffing 
" them with fome new and rigorous edi&." 

" Opufculis Liter aim" Paris 1767. 

Louis, who affefted to ftyle himfelf " Le Doyen 
** des Rots" the Father of the Kings of his time, 
en account of his age, and the number of years 
in which he had reigned, ufed occafionally to make 
this very melancholy obfervation : " When I be- & 

" flow a favour, I make one perfon ungrateful, 
H and nineteen perfons difcontented." 
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DUKE OF ORLEANS, 

BROTHER OF LOUIS T*HE FOURTEENTH. 

ABBE DE LONGUERUE thus defcribes 
this Prince : 

C6 He was continually talking, without everfay- 
<c ing anything. He never had but one book, his 
w mafs-book, which his clerk of the clofet ufed 
" always to carry in his pocket for him." 

He was a Prince of greater bravery than his 
brother, and in engagements expofed his perfori 
much more. This made Louis fay one day to 
him, after a battle, " Monfrere^ vous voulez done 
tc devenir fac-a terre" The celebrated Mothe 
lc Vayer was Preceptor to this Prince. His fon, 
the Abbe de Vayer, printed in 1670 a tranflation 
of Florus into French, made, as he faid, by this 
Prince. It was moft probably the work of the 
Preceptor. 

The Duke of Orleans married Henrietta-Maria, 
lifter of Charles the Second. His brother, after 
the moft ftrift inquiry that he was able to make 
into the death of that accomplifhed Princefs, was 
perfectly convinced that the Duke of Orleans was 
not in the fm all eft degree implicated in it. 

MADAME 



DISTINGUISHED PERSON'S. ttf 



MADAME DE LA VALIERE, 

THIS beautiful and gentle-minded woman 
feems, differently from the other Miftreffes of that 
Prince, to have loved the man and not the Sove- 
reign, in Louis the Fourteenth. When the death 
of the foil (he had by that Monarch was announced 
to her, " Alas," faid (he, * c I have greater rea- 
" fon to be grieved for his birth than for his 
u death !" Many years before (he died (he retired 
into the Convent of the Carmelites at Paris, where 
flie endeavoured to expiate her faults by the rudeft 
and moft exemplary penitence. Not ldng before 
(he expired, (he exclaimed, after having refufed 
every confolation that was offered her, " It is fit 
" that fo great a finner as myfelf (hould die in the 
<c greateit torments." 

Whilft (he was in the Convent (he wrote a frnall 
devotional Treatife, entitled, " Reflexions upon 
« the Mercy of God." The eloquent; Boffuet 
preadhed the fermon upon her taking the veil, at 
which were prefent Louis the Fourteenth's Queen 
and all the Court. He took his text from the fol- 
lowing paffage in the Apocalypfe : " And he that 
M fat upon the Throne /aid, I will renew all things" 

<± % The 
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The celebrated pidure of the Magdalen, painted 
by Le Brun for the Convent in which Madame 
de La Valiere redded, has been falfely fuppofed to 
have been that of this beautiful and fincere penitent* 
The features are entirely diffimilar. 



MADAME DE MAINTENOK 

ABBE DE CttOISY dedicated his Transi- 
tion of Thomas-a-Kempis to this celebrated lady* 
with this motto from the Pfalms ; 

" Hear my Daughter, and fee, and incline thine ear, 
u and the King (hall deixre thy beauty/' 

The edition was foon fupprefled. 

Madame de Maintenon ufed to fay of herfelf* 
(< I was naturally ambitious. I fought againft 
" that paffion. I really thought that I fhould be 
cc happy, when the defires that I had were 
" gratified. That infatuation lafted only three 
" days." 

" Alas," fays (he, in one of her letters to her 
niece, a why cannot I give you my experience I 
w why cannot I (hew you how the great are de- 

«< voured 
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u voured by ennui f and with what difficulty they 
" get through their day? Do not you fee that I die 
" of mifery in a fituation fo much beyond my 
u mod extravagant withes ? I have been young 
" and pretty, and was a general favourite. In a 
" more advanced age, I fpent my time in culti- 
*' vating my underftanding by reading and by con- 
€t verfetion. At laft I have procured the favour 
" of my Sovereign 9 and I can afore you that all 
* thefe different fituations leave a terrible void in 
« the mind." 

" Could any thing," fays Voltaire, * c undeceive 
" mankind with refpedt to ambition, this letter 
« would have that effeft." 

Madame de Maintenon one day afked Louis the 
Fourteenth for fome money to diftribute in alms. 
«* Alas, Madam," replied that Prince, " what 
" I give in alms arc merely frefh burthens upon my 
c * people. The more money I give away, the 
«' more I take from them." « This," Sire, is 
c * true," replied Madame de Maintenon, " but 
" it is right to eafe the wants of thofe whom 
« your former taxes to fupply the expences of 
" your wars and of your buildings have re- 
** duced to mifery. It is truly juft that thofe who 
" have been ruined by you fhQuId be fupport^d 
w by you/* 

0^ 3 Madame 
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Madame de Maintenon was moft afluredly mar- 
ried to Louis. She furvived him fonae years, and 
the Regent Duke of Orleans took care that the 
penfion the King had left her fhou}d be regularly 
paid. 

Peter the Great, when he came to Paris, was 
very anxfous to fee Madame de Maintenon. She 
was very infirm, and in bed when he vifited her. 
He drew afide the curtains to look at that face 
which had captivated her Sovereign. A blu(h 
o'erfpread her pale cheeks for an inftant. The Czar 

retired. 



MASQUE VE PER. 

THE following account of this celebrated 
perfonage is given on the authority of M. Falconet, 
a learned and eloquent Couilellor of the laft Par- 
liament of Dauphine, 

tt In the manulcript Memoirs of M. de la 
" Reinterie, lately in the pofleflion of the Marquis 
€l de Mefmon-Roman, at Paris, M. de la Reinterie 
<c fays, That when he commanded in the fortrefs 
~f l of Pignerol, a prifoner who was confined in 
cc the citadel of that place one day fhut the door 
u of his room with great violence upon the officer 
** who waited upon him, and ran immediately 

*« down 
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<c down flairs, in order to efcape from his confinc- 
<c ment : he was, however, flopped by the centinel 
" at the bottom of the flairs. The officer in the 
Cl mean time cried out from the window, that the 
44 prifoner was making his efcape, and requefled 
a the affiftance of the garrifon. The officer upon 
44 guard immediately came up and Jaid hold of the 
44 prifoner, who was fcuffling with the centinel. 
* The officer drey? his fword, when the prifoner 
<c cried out, in a very commanding tone of voice, 
44 Songez a ce que vousfaites, Monjieur : Refpec- 
44 te% Ufang de vos Souverains—T?\Lz care what 
44 you do. Sir : Refpedt the blood of your Spve* 
44 reigns. In the mean time the officer who ha4 
€l been locked in came down flairs, and, on hear- 
44 ing what the prifoner had faid, put his hand upon 
<c his mouth, and defired all the perfons prefent 
44 never to mention what they had heard him fay j 
44 who was immediately reconducted to his old 
* c apartment, and guarded with more care than be-* 
44 fore. 

44 M. de la Reinterie fays, that he told the ftory 
44 to a few confidential perfons about the Court 
44 of Verfailles, whofe names he mentions in his 
44 Memoirs, and that, except to them, he always 
44 preferved the moft profound fecrecy of this very 
44 extraordinary circumftance." 

<^4 COLBERT 




3£3 ANECDOTES OF 80MB 



COLBERT. 

SOON after this great Minifter came into th* 
management of the finances of France, be fent for 
the principal merchants of that kingdom, and, to 
ingratiate himfelf with them, and to acquire their 
confidence, afked them what he could do for them. 
They unanimoufly replied, <c Pray, Sir, do no- 
" thing ! Laijfex-nous /i/V*— Only let us do for 
u ourfelves." 

M. D'Argenfon (ays, that a perfon unknown to 
M. Colbert requefted an audience of him, as hav- 
ing fomething of great importance to communicate 
to him. Being admitted to fee M. Colbert, he 
with great gravity advifed him to encourage the 
trade and manufactures of his own country, which 
was large enough to fupply itfelf and the other 
countries of Europe with what they wanted, and 
to give up all the French colonies in the Eaft and 
Weft Indies to the Putch and the Englifli, who had 
very little territory of their own. Colbert did not 
deign to make any reply, but turned his extraor* 
dinary counfellor out of the room, 

Colbert ordered Chapelain, the Author of the 
Epic Poem of the li Pucelle" to make him out a 
lift of the men of learning and talents in France 

who 
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who either wanted or deferved penfions from the 
Sovereign, and at the end of each name to append 
the character of their merit. Moliere was thus 
defcribed : — <c He is acquainted with the true cha- 
u rafter of comedy, and he executes it naturally. 
u The ftory of his bed pieces is in general imi* 
M tated from others, but imitated with judgment. 
u His plots are good, and he has only to avoid 
• c buffoonery." 

Of that elegant, voluminous, and inaccurate 
hiftorian Varillas, Chapelaine fays : " He is full of 
" knowledge, particularly that of theology and 
** hiftory. He has written an Account of the Rife 
« of the Houfe of Auftria that is very curious, 
" and has been very much read. His ftyle if 
" neither polifhed nor ornamented, but it is 
<f found." 

Louis the Fourteenth, at the inftigation of 
Colbert, penfioned feveral men of learning and of 
fcience in the different Courts of Europe. Colbert, 
by his orders, wrote the following letter to the 
younger Voffius ; 

" SIR, 

" ALTHOUGH the King is not your fove- 
*' reign, he is ftill very defirous to become your 
iC benefaflor, and has ordered me to fend you the 
4< inclofed bill of exchange as a mark of his efteem, 

« and 
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* c and as a pledge of his proteftion. Every ono 
** knows how worthily you follow the example 
•• of your father, the celebrated Ifaac Voffius, and 
* c that having received from him a name which 
?' he rendered illuftrious by his writings, you ftill 
** maintain the glory of it by your own. This 
* c being known to his Majefty, he has great 
•* pleafure in rewarding your merit ; and I have 
€t the more fatisfa&ion in being ordered by his 
u Majefty to make you that recompence, as at 
c( the fame time I can allure you how much \ 
H am, Sir, 

♦' Your very humble and affectionate fervant, 

" Colbert,** 
u Paris, June 2, 1663." 

It has been computed, that Louis's well-judged 
liberality did not amount to more than eight thou- 
land pounds a-year. Fifty or a hundred pounds 
a-year was the ufual amount of each penfion. 
Chapelain got fomething more for himfelf, and 
that, amongft other reafons, procured him the 
hatred and Giwy of his contemporaries and country- 
men. 



JOHN 
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JOHN THE FOURTH, 

PUKE OF BRAGANZA, AFTERWARDS KING OF 

fORTUGAL. 

THE Portuguefe, tired of the tyranny which 
Philip the Second and his fucceflbrs exercifed over 
them, ofFered the crown of that kingdom to John 
Duke of Braganza. He refufed it at firft, but his 
wife, the illuftrious Louifa de Gufman, prevailed 
upon him to comply with the withes of his coun- 
trymen. " Accept, Sir/' faid (he, c< the crown 
cc that is ofFered to you. It is a noble Wing to 
c * die a King, even though you fhould not enjoy 
u your dignity half an hour." 

John was proclaimed King of Portugal in 16409 
without the leaft tumult, and, as fome writer fays, 
as quietly as a (on fucceeds to the inheritance of 
his father. 

The Duchefs of Mantua, the Governefs of 
Portugal for the King of Spain, wifhed to 
harangue from the windows of the palace the 
people who were afiembled before it, and who then 
had juft murdered Vafconccllos, her Secretary of 
State. Marogne endeavoured to diffuade her from 
fpeaking, by hinting his apprehenfions of what 
plight happen. " And pray, Sir, what can they 

•• do 
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* do to me ? ,r faid the Duchefe. " Only throw 
** ypur Royal Highnefs out of the window per- 
** haps*" She took the hint, retired into an inner, 
chamber, and was foon afterwards fent well 
guarded to Madrid. 

The Princes and States of Europe icon after 
tbis revolution recognized the Duke of Braganxa 
as King of Portugal, fent Ambafladors to him, 
and received in their turn his Ambafladors ; fol- 
lowing the maxim of the learned Grotius, " that 
** a Prince does not ftiputate for himfcif, but for 
46 the people under his government ; and that a 
•* King deprived of his kingdom loies the right 
** of fending Ambafladors." 

Algernon Sidney, in fpeaking of mis event, 
feys, that the Englifh Court, though then in amity 
with Spain, and not a little influenced by a Spanifh, 
faflion, gave example to others, by treating with 
theDukeofBraganza,and not with Spain, touching 
matters relating to that State. " Nay," continues. 
Sidney, u I have been informed by thofe who well 
•* underftood the affairs of that time, that the Lord 
•' Cottington advifed the late King (Charles the 
•* Firft) not to receive any perfons fent from the 
*• Duke of Braganza (rebel to his ally the King 
CA of Spain) in the quality of Ambafladors, The 
•* King anfwered, that he muft look upon that 
Ci pcrfon to be King ef Portugal who was ac- 

4t knowledged 
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<* knowledged by the Nation. And I am muck 
" miftaken," adds Sidney, " if his Majefly now 
*' reigning (Charles the Second) did not fioJ 
M all the Princes and States of the world to be 
" of the fame mind, when he was out of his king* 
" dom, and could oblige no man but himfejf and 
u a few followers by any treaty which he couli 
« make," 
Cl Difcourfes on Government, w Quarto, page 441* 



CHARLES THE FIFTH, 

DUKE OF LORRAINE. 

THIS great and unfortunate Prince, according 
±0 Henault, fucceeded to his uncle Charles the 
Fourth, not fo much in his Duchy as in the hopes 
of recovering it, it having been wfefted from him 
by Louis the Fourteenth. He took as the motto 
to his ftandards, " Aut nunc, aut nunquam ;" but 
Was not the more fucce&ful, the Marfhai Crequi 
continually preventing his entrance into his domi- 
nions. He was more fortunate, however, when 
he fought for others, and gained for his relation 
Leopold Emperor of Germany (whofe caufe he 
had efpoufed) many Yi&ories, both over his re- 
bellious 




... ^ 
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bellious fubje&s and over the Turks, He was A 
Prince of great honour and piety, and, according 
to Marfbal Berwick* fo difinterefted, that wheri 
the Emperor was difpofed to go to war with France 
(which was the only chance the Duke had of re- 
covering his Duchy), he wrote to him to tell him, 
that he ought to prefer the general good of Chrif- 
tianity to his private animofities, and that if at 
that particular period he would employ all hi£ 
forces in Hungary againft the Turks, he could 
nearly promife him to drive thofe infidels out of 
Europe. 

The Emperor agreed to this magnanimous pro- 
pofal of the Duke of Lorraine, and fent to him to 
come to him at Vienna, to take the Command of his 
armies. On his journey he was taken ill of a fever, 
and, a few hours before he died, wrote the follow- 
ing letter to the Emperor, which breathes the fpiiit 
of a Man, a Hero, and a Chriftian ; 

" SIRE, 

4< AUSSITOT que j'ai rec;u vos ordres, je 
<c fuis parti d'Infpruk pour me rendre a Vienne* 
€i mais je me trouve arrete ici par les ordres d'un 
<c plus grand Maitre. Je pars, et je vais lui rendre 
<c compte d'une vie que j'aurois confacree a votre 
** fervice. Souvenez-vous, Sire, que je quitte? 
<c une femme qui vous touche, des enfans auxquels 

•< je 
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€€ ]t nt laifle que mon cpee, et mes fujets dans 
<c l'oppreulon. 

« Charles */• 

Louis the Fourteenth, on hearing of the death 
©f the Duke of Lorraine, nobly exclaimed, * c I 
u have then loft the braveft and the moft generous 
" enemy I ever had. His leaft excellence was 
u that of being a Prince*" 



INNOCENT X. 

WHEN this Pope was at Paris, as Monfignor 
Pamphili, in the train of the Nuncio from die 
Papal Court to that of France, he went with the 
Nuncio and his fuite to fee the library of a famous 

Col- 

• "SIRE, 

u AS ibbn as I received your commands, I fet out for 
" Infpruck-, on my way to Vienna ; but I find myfelf 
" flopped in that city by the orders of a greater Mailer. 
" I depart, and am going to give him an account of a life, 
" that I would otherwife have confecrated to your fer- 
" vice. Remember, Sire, that I leave behind me a wife 
" who is your relation, children to whom I have nothing 
" to give but my fword, and my fubje&s who are in a 
M (late of oppretfion. 

" Charles." 




\ 
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Colleflor of Books* The Colleaor, who hid a 
pretty {harp eye upon what was rare in his Col* 
le&ion, foon miffed a fmall fcarce volume on the 
Liberties of the Gallican Church. He taxed the 
Nuncio immediately with having purloined it. 
The Nuncio defended himfelf by (ay tag* that he 
did not care much for a fcarce book j that he was 
more of a politician thanafcholar; and that if any . 
one in his train had taken the book, it muft be 
Pamphili, who Was a curious and reading mam 
Fortified with this authority, the Collector ac- 
Cufed Pamphili, who denied the fa£r. very ftoutly* 
The Colle&or however, by the aid of his fervants* 
and after much fcuffling and buftling, threw him 
upon the ground, and took out the little book 
from under his long gown. ' A melot de la HouiTaie, 
who relates the anecdote, fays, " that the hatred 
*' this Pope entertained againft Louis the Thir- 
i€ teenth and the French Nation, very probably 
c < took its rife from his having been thus roughly 
* treated at Paris." 



■*■ 



MARSHAL TURENNE. 

THIS great General was originally intended 
by his parents for the Church, in fpite of his very 

early 
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early difpofition to a military life. The reafon 
that was affigned for thus thwarting his natural 
genius, was the fuppofed feeblenefs of his conftitu- 
tion. Turenne, to fhew them how completely 
they were miftaken in that refpeft, at the age of 
fourteen ftole away one night from his tutor, and 
was found the next morning afleep upon a cannon, 
on the ramparts of Sedan, the feat of the Court of 
his father the Duke of Bouillon. He was then 
permitted to follow his inclination, and ferved as a 
volunteer under his uncle the Prince of Orange, 
with great diftin&ion ; and by the ufual gradations 
rofe to the honour of being a Marlhal of France, 
and a Commander of the Armies of that Nation. 
To the greateft prudence and courage, Turenne 
added the mod perfect integrity and fimplicity of 
charader ; fo that Madame de Sevigne, in one of 
her letters, does not hyperbolically defcribe him as 
one of thofe men who are to be met with only in 
Plutarch's Lives. 

The cannon-ball that killed Turenne took away 
the arm of the Marquis de St. Hilaire, who was on 
a Reconnoitring party with him. St. Hilaire's fon, 
a young lad, burft into tears on feeing his father's 
arm fhot off; when the father exclaimed, "Weep 
c< not for me, my dear, but grieve for the death of 
" that great man who is killed by the lame ball that 
" difabled me/' 

vol. 11. * Turenne 




24* ANECDOTES OP SOME 

Turenne was eafily diftinguifhed from the reft 
of his army by a pyed horfe, of which he was very 
fond, and on which he conftantly rode. One of 
the Officers in the army of the enemy knowing 
this, procured a Swifs Officer in their fervice, a 
celebrated Engineer, to level a cannon particularly 
at Turenne. 

Turenne'sfoldierSjOn feeing their General dead, 
furroundtd his body, which they covered with a 
cloak, and watched over it the whole night. It 
was afterwards carried in great pomp to the Royal 
Abbey of St. Denis, near Paris, and interred with 
thofe of the Kings of France. In the late general 
wreck and ravage in that country of everything 
that has hitherto been deemed diftinguiflied and fa- 
cred among mankind, it was torn from its peaceful 
and honourable fepulture, and was found entire and 
perfect. 



MO NTECUCULL 

THIS celebrated General ufed to fay, that a great 
number of Generals is as pernicious to an army, 
as a great number of Phyficians is to a fick man. 
He entertained no very high opinion of the efforts 
of allied armies in general. " They come toge- 

J< ther," 
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ft ther," faidhe, "without properly underftanding 
u what each other means ; they have different in* 
c< terefts to purfuc, which they will not fufficiently 
'* explain to each other; their language is diffe- 
<c rent, their manners not the fame, and their dif- 
<c cipline diflimilar. Defenfive war," adds he, in 
his Commentaries, <c requires more knowledge 
c< and precaution than offenfive war. The lead 
c< failure is mortal, and the want of fuccefs is ex* 
€i aggerated by fear, which a&s always as a mi- 
*' crofcope to calamities." 

Montecuculi was called by fome of his ra(h and 
unexperienced officers, theTemporizer;for, know- 
ing but too well the uncertainty and the mifery of 
war, he was never in a hurry to rifk a battle^ 
unlefs he was well aflured of its fuccefs. He 
however told thofe who were diffatisfied with his 
conduft, cc I glory in a name whicii was that 
<c given to the Roman General who faved his 
f* country, 

" <%ui cunclando reftituet rem.* 

On being told of the death of the " god-like'* 

Turenne, he iaid, tc I lament, and I cannot too 

a much lament, the lofs of a man above the reft 

€t of mankind, and who did honour to human na- 

• c ture— ye r egret ie, et je ne ffaurois affez re- 

c< gretter, un homme au deff'us de Pbomme, et qui 

<c faifoit bonneur a la humaniti" 

k 2 Mon* 
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. Montecuculi wrote " Commentaries on the Art 
« of War," in Italian. They have been tran- 
slated into French. 




DUC DE MONTAUSIER. 

THIS excellent Nobleman was the original of 
the celebrated Mifanthrope of Moliere. He was 
a man of learning, of honour, "and of virtue. His 
difpofition was a little cauftic and fevere, which 
made Madame de Choi fy compare him to a bundle 
of nettles, which, in whatever way it is turned, al- 
ways ftings. 

Montaufier was the only one of the Courtiers of 
Louis the Fourteenth who had the honefty and the 
fpirit to remonftrate with him on the fubjeft of his 
ruinous and oppreflive wars. Louis, on thefe oc- 
cafions, ufed merely to fay to thofe about him, " I 

cannot be difpleafed at anything the Due de 

Montaufier fays to me, for I know he always 
« wifhes me well." Louis, however, ftill per- 
£fted in his fatal fyftem ; yet fuch attractions does 
integrity poflefs, even for the mind of a defpotic 
and a flattered Sovereign, that Louis entrufted the 
care of the education of his only fon (le Grand 
Dauphin, as he was called} to M. de Montaufier, 

and 
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ind appointed h : m his Governor. T:»e Duke dis- 
charged the high truft confided to him with equal 
abiiiry and honefty ; and in tMs fituation his memory 
will ever be held dear by fcholars, as he procured 
the celebrated Delphin Editions of the Latin Claifics 
to be made for the ufe of his Royal Pupil ; in 
which defign he was ably feconded by the learned 
Huet, who was one of the Preceptors to the 
Dauphin. Montaufier gave very often practical 
leflbns of virtue to his pupil. He took him one 
day into the miferable cottage of a peafant near 
the fuperb palace of Verfailles. " See, Sir," 
faid he, " fee, Sir, that it is under this ftraw roof, 
" and in this wretched hovel, that a father, a mo- 
" ther, and their children exift, who are incef- 
<c fantly labouring to procure that gold with which 
" your palace is decorated, and who are nearly 
" perifhing with hunger to fupply your table with 
" dainties." On the day in which M. de Mon- 
taufier refigned his fituation of Governor to the 
Dauphin, on his coming of age, he faid to him, 
a If your Royal Highnefs is a man of honour, you 
c< will efteem me : if you are not, you will hate 
" me; and I {hall but too well know the reafon 
" of your diflike." 

Louis the Fourteenth told M. de Montaufier 
one day that he had at laft given up to public jus- 
tice a man of rank who had killed nineteen per- 

r 3 fons. 
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fons. u Sire," replied he, c< he only killed one 
cc perfon, your Majefty killed the other eighteen. 
€i My anceftors, Sire," added he, <c were always 
a faithful fervants to their Sovereigns your prede- 
* c ceflbrs, but they never were their flatterers, 
a Your Majefty fees, therefore, that the hooeft 
€C liberty of fentiment which 1 poffefs is a right 
** inherent in my family, a kind of entailed eftate, 
*' and that truth defcends from father to fon, as a 
ft part of my inheritance." 

Montaufier was Governor of the extenfive Pro- 
vince of Normandy, and was fetting out for the 
capital of it, as foon as he was informed that the 
plague had begun to make its appearance in it. 
His family endeavouring to prevail upon him to 
defift from his intention, as his health might be 
endangered by his refldence in an infe&ed city; he 
liobJy replied, " I have always been firmly con- 
** vinced in my mind, that Governors of Provinces, 
*' c like Bifliops, are obliged to refidence. If, how- 
a ever, the obligation is not quite fo ftriit on all 
<c , occafions, it is at leaft equal, in all times of 
<c public calamity," 

Montaufier reprefented one day to his Sovereign 
Louis the Fourteenth, the poverty of the learned 
Madame Dacier, and requefted a penfion for her. 
Louis told him that (he was a Proteftant, and that 
on that account he did not like to diftinguifh her. 

* Well 
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« Well then, Sir;," implied the Duke, « I will my- 
" felf give her three hundred louis d'ors in your 
<c Majefty's name, and when you think fit you 
a {hall return me the money." 

Louis, who was not fond of books, aflced Mon- 
taufier why he was always reading, and what good 
it did him. " Sire," replied he, " books have 
cc the fame efFefl upon my mind, that the partridges 
u your Majefty is fo good as occafionally to fend 
me, have upon my body : they fupport and nou- 
« rifh it." 

<c M. de Montaufier," fays his Biographer, "died 
** in 1691, at the age of fourfcore, regretted by his 
c< virtuous countrymen, to whom he was the mo* 
<c del ; and by the men of letters, of whom he was 
« the proteftor." 



CARDINAL DE POL1GNAC. 

THIS celebrated fcholar and negotiator is thus 
defcribed by Madame de Sevigne : — " Cardinal 
<c de Polignac is a man of the moft agreeable un- 
u derftanding chut I have ever known. He knows 
« everything, he talks upon everything ; and he 
" has all the foftnefs, all the vivacity, ai.d all the 

R 4 " polite- 
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" politenefs, that one can wi(h to find in the con-* 
u verfation of any man." 

Louis the Fourteenth faid of M. de Polignac 
when he was very young, "I have juft been talk- 
" ing with a man, and a very young one too, who 
4< has never once been of the fame opinion with 
u . myfelf, yet he has never once offended me by 
41 his difference of opinion," 

<c I do not know how it is," faid Pope Alexan- 
der the Eighth to Polignac, c< you always appear to 
** be of my way of thinking, and yet your opinion 
cc at laft gets the better." 

At the Conferences of Gertruydenberg, fo mor- 
tifying to the pride of Louis the Fourteenth, Buys, 
the head of the Dutch Deputation, interrupted the 
reading of the preliminaries that were to be fettled 
between his nation and that of France, by faying 
in barbarous Latin (alluding to the towns taken 
by Louis in Flanders), " Non dimittetur peccatum 
€i niji tolletur ablatum" Polignac with great in- 
dignation replied, <c Gentlemen, you talk too much 
" like perfons who have not been accuftomed to 
u be viftorious." However, at the negotiations 
previous to the Treaty of Utrecht, when the Dutch, 
at the inftance of their Allies, were obliged to 
confent to a peace, Polignac took ample revenge 
on them, and told them, " Gentlemen, we mall 
" not ftix from this places we fhall negotiate in 

" the 
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%i the very heart of your Provinces: wc (hall ne- 
€Q got i ate refpccfcing you ; and we ihall negotiate 
Cf without you.*' The fuccefs of this negotiation 
procured Polignac a Cardinal's hat. Soon after* 
wards, being concerned in fome intiigues againft 
the Regent Duke of Orleans, he was bani(hed to 
one of his Abbeys, where, verifying the fentiment 
of Arlflotle, " that a good education enables a 
<c man well to employ his leifurc," he compofed 
his celebrated Latin Poem againft the fyitem of 
Epicurus, called a Anti-Lucretius." The natural 
philofophy it contains is that of Defcartes, which 
was at that time in vogue in France, that of 
Newton not being then fufficiently known in that 
kingdom *. 

Cardinal de Polignac remained at Rome many 
years, AmbafTador from the King of France to 
the Pope. While he was in that city, the 
capital of the fine arts, he had a project for turn- 
ing the courfe of the Tiber for a fhort time, and 
to dig in the bed of that river for the remains of 
antiquity which he fuppofed had been thrown into 
it. u In all the civil wars of the Roman Repub- 
4C lie," faid he, *' the party that prevailed threw 

into the Tiber the ftatu^s of the oppofite party. 



« 



* Bcncdift Stay, a German, has fince put the fyftem 
of Sir Ifaac Newton into Latin verfe. 

«« They 




2£0 ANECDOTES OF SOME 

* e They muft ftill remain there," added he : " 1 
ft have never heard that any of them have been 
u taken cut, and they are of too heavy materials 
a to have been carried away by the ftream of the 
•* river." Polignac ufed to complain, that he was 
not rich enough to put his project in execution, 
even if the Pope, by whom he was much beloved* 
would have given him all the neceffary powers. ; 

The Cardinal was no lefs a man of dignity of 
mind than of wit; he was the protedtor of the 
,Engfi(h at Rome;' and when one day, at his table, 
an Englilh Gentleman was very witty at the 
cxpence of the Home of Stuart, the Cardinal put 
an end to his improper and ill-timed converfation 
fcy telling him, " Sir, I have orders to protect your 
*' perfon, but not your difcourfe.** 

The Cardinal ufed to fay, that as he pafled through 
Rotterdam in his way to Poland, he paid a vifit to. 
the celebrated Bayle, and on afking him of what 
religion he then was (Bayle having changed his 
religion three times before he was five-and- twenty}, 
that ingenious and celebrated writer told him, that 
he was a Proteftant. u You know, Sir," added 
he, (i that I protcft againit everything that is 
•* laid, and everything that is done." 
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CHRISTINA, 

qUEEN OF SWEDEN. 

THIS lingular Princefs left behind her in 
manufcript an account of her life, dedicated to the 
Great Author of it himfelf. It is to be iret w iih 
in the third volume of the ponderous Memoirs 
of Chriftina publifhed by M. Archenholtz. She 
fays, " that (he addreffes the account of her life to 
Cfc the Author of her Being, as having been, by his 
<c grace, the one of his creatures that he has the 
<c moft favoured 5 that he has made fubfervient to 
<c his glory and to her happinefs, the vigour of her 
<c mind, and that of her body, fortune, birth, and 
<c greatnefs, and everything chat can refult from 
<c fo noble an aflemblage of eminent qualities ; 
" and that to have made her an abfolute Sovereign 
<l over the moft brave and the moft glorious Nation 
'* upon earth, is moft afluredly the fmalleft of the 
<c obligations (he has to him ; fince, after having 
" beftowed upon her all thefe bleffings, he had 
<c called her to the glory of making the moft per- 
€i fe& facrifice (as (he ought to do) of her fortune 
" and of her fplendor, to rcftorc glorioufly to 
c ' him what he had with fo much goodnefs lent 
" to her." 

Chriftina 
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Chriftina wrote feveral Centuries of Maxims, 
from which the following are extracted : 

cc A wife and a good man will forget the paft, 
"•will either enjoy or fupport the prefent, and 
<c refign himfelf to the future." 

<c The Salique law, which excludes women 
" from the Throne, is a wife law." 

a Every favourite or Miniftcr that is not be- 
tt loved by his Sovereign, is always in danger." 

<c The world is deceived when it fuppofes that 
<c Princes are governed by their Minifters. How- 
* c ever weak a Prince is, he has always more 
<c power than his Minifter." 

<c Everything that deftroys the efteem and 
iC refpeft which mankind naturally bear towards 
cc Princes, is mortal to their authority." 

*' Thofeperfons who pretend to govern Princes 

cc refemble the keepers of Lyons and Tygers, who 

<s moft afiu redly make thefe animals play the tricks 

<c they wifh them to play. At firft fight, one 

t6 would imagine that the animals were com- 

* c pletely fubfer^ient to their keepers ; but when 

** they leaft expe6t it, a pat of the claw, not of 

*' the gcntleft kind, fells the keepers to the ground ; 

11 who then begin to find, that they cm never be 

* 4 perfectly ceriain that they have completely tamed 

44 the animals." 

« The 
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€t The greater part of thofe who frequent the 
" Courts of Princes, have no other intention but 
€< to pleafe them, in order the better to deceive 
«« them." 

(C If mankind would but take the trouble to 
4i confider attentively the important duties which 
lt it is incumbent on a Prince to perform, no out 
41 would ever envy them their fituation." 

44 When men of rank become coachmen, 
44 grooms, and cooks, they plainly fliew that 
44 they are in the fituation for which nature in- 
44 tended them." 

Chriftina raifed Salvius, a man of low birth but 
of great talents in negotiation, to the rank of 
Senator cf Stockholm, a dignity at that time con* 
ferred only upon the Nobility of the country. The 
Senate murmured : Chriftina replied, 4< When 
44 good advice and wife counfel is wanted, who 
44 looks for fixteen quarters ? " In your opinion, 
<4 Salvius only wanted to have been nobly born ; 
<c and he may be well fatisfied, if you have no other 
4< reproach to make him : the part requifite in all 
4C employments of State is capacity." 

A manufcript containing doubts of the fincerity 
of her conversion from Lutheranifm to Popery, was 
one day fent to her. She wrote upon the back of 
it, what may be well applied by the principal 

adtors 
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actors on many other occafions : " Chi lo fa ma 
u fcrive : Chi lo fcrive non fa. — The perfon who 
44 knows it, does not write ; he who writes, knows 
€C nothing of the matter." 

When (he heard of the pcrfecutions and of the 
dragonades permitted by Louis the Fourteenth 
againft the Proteftants of France, fhe faid, 
44 Soldiers are very ftrange miflionaries indeed ! 
44 France," added fhe, " is like a wounded perfon 
* c who fuffers that arm to be cutoff, which patience 
44 and gentle treatment would have cured." 

tc Death," fays Chriftina, in a letter which fhe 
wrote to Mademoifelle Scudery a few months 
before fhe died, u that is making his approaches 
44 towards me, and is 'always fure of his blow, 
* gives me no uncafinefs. I expect it, without 
44 either braving or fearing it." 

Chriflina ordered thefe words only to be put 
upon her monument : 

D. O. M. 

VIXIT CHRISTINA AN T ». LXTI. 
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CARDINAL ALBERONI 

was the fon of a gardener near Parma, and 
when a boy, officiated as bell-ringer, and attended 
upon the parifh-church of his village. The Rector, 
finding him a fhrewd (harp lad, taught him Latin* 
Alberoni afterwards took orders, and had a fmall 
living, on which he refided, little thinking of the 
great fortune that was one day to await him. 
M. Campiftron, a Frenchman, Secretary to the 
Duke of Vendome, who commanded Louis the 
Fourteenth's armies in Italy, was robbed, and 
ftripped of his cloaths, and of all the money that 
be had about him, by fome ruffians, near Albe- 
roni's village. Alberoni hearing of his misfortune, 
took him into his houfe, furnifhed him with cloaths, 
and gave him as much money as he could fpare 
for his travelling expences*. 

Campiftron, 

* With good and generous minds a kind a£lion is never 
loft. The following anecdote is an additional proof of 
the truth of this opinion : 

tl A Gentleman born at Salonica in Turkey, when he 
«« was at St. Mary^s Hall, in Oxford, as a Gcntlcman- 
** Commoner, was very kind to a worthy young man, 
" whofe circumftanccs obliged him tg be a Servitor of the 
11 f mi College* 

« The 
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Campiftron, no lefs imprefled with his ftrength 
of uriderftanding than with the warmth of his 
benevolence, took him to the head-quarters, and 
prefented him to his General, as a man to whom 
be had very great obligations. M. de Venddme 
finding Alberoni to be a man of parts, gave him a 
petty employment under him, and took him with 
him to Spain. By degrees he obtained the Mar- 
shal's confidence, and propofed the daughter of his 
Sovereign the Duke of Parma to him, as a fit 
match for the King of Spain. Alberoni's pro- 
pofal was attended to, and the Princefs was de- 
manded in marriage by that Monarch, then Philip' 
the Fifth. The Duke of Parma confcnted with 

" The Servitor taking orders, had fume preferment in 
" America given him by his friend's recommendation. 
*' On the breaking-out of the unfortunate war between 
" this and that country* he was accidentally informed 
•' that the eftate of the perfon to whom he had been fo 
•' much obliged was in danger of being confifcated, as 
•* being fuppofed to belong to a Britifh fubjedr. Oty 
•* hearing this, he took horfe immediately, and rode to the 
place where the Affembly for the difcuflion of the point 
wa to be he id, and proved to the fatisfa£tion of the 
•• Members, that hU friend was not a Britifh fubjc£t. 
" The eftate of his friend, by this exertion, was effec- 
•' tuai'.y faved, and he had the fat Ufa c't ion of being able 
•• thus effentially to fcrve a perfon to whofc kindnefs he 
•• bad been fo greatly indebted." 

great 
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fgteat readinefe to a match that was to procure 
for his daughter the fovereignty of fo great a 
kingdom as that of Spain. When every thing 
yas fettled, and immediately before die Princefs 
Was to fet out for her new dominions, the 
Miaiftry of Spain had heard that the Princefs was 
a young woman of a haughty imperious temper, 
and extremely intriguing and ambitious. They 
therefore prevailed upon the King to write to the 
Duke, to requeft another of his daughters ia 
marriage, to whofe quiet difpofition they could 
sot poffibly have any obje&ions* The King did 
as he was defired, and fent his letter by a fpecial 
meffenger. Alberoni, who was then at Parma, 
hearing of this, and afraid that all his projects of 
ambition would come to nothing, unlefs the 
Princefs whom be recommended, and who o£ 
courfe would think herfelf highly obliged to him 
for her exalted fituation, became Queen of Spain,, 
had the meflenger flopped at one day's journey 
from Parma, and gave him his choice, either to 
deJayJiis coming to Parma for a day, or to be 
aflaflinated. He of courfe' chofe the firft of thefe 
alternatives, and the Princefs fet out upon her 
journey to Spain, and became Queen of that 
country. 

Alberoni was foon made Prime Minifter of 
Spain ; a Cardinal, and Archbifhop of Valentia ; 

jroi» iu s and 
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and exercifed his Miniftry with the moft complete 

defpotifm. One of Alberoni's proje&s was to 

difpoffefs the Duke of Orleans of the Regency of 

France, and to beflow it upon his own Sovereign, 

as the oldeft reprefentative of the Houfe of 

Bourbon ; to place the Pretender on the Throne 

of England, and add to Spain the kingdoms of 

Naples and Sicily. His projeft was however 

difcovered by the Regent, and one of the con*' 

ditions he made with the King of Spain was, the 

banifhment of Alberoni from his councils and hi* 

kingdom. With this he was obliged to comply, 

and the Cardinal received orders to leave Madrid 

in twenty-four hours, and the kingdom of Spain 

}n fifteen days. 

Alberoni, who took with him great wealth, wa* 
upon the fecond day of his journey, when it was 
perceived that he was carrying out of the king* 
dom with him the celebrated will of Charles 
the Second of Spain, which gave that kingdom to 
its then Sovereign. Perfons were detached from 
Madrid to wreft this ferious and important docu- 
f ment from him, which it was fuppofed he in- 
tended to take to the Emperor of Germany, to 
ingratiate himfelf with him. With fome violence 
they effefied their purpofe, and the Cardinal pro- 
ceeded on his journey to the frontiers of France, 
where be was received by an officer, fent by the 

Regent 
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Regent to conduft him through that kingdom As a 
State prifoner. As a true politician, however, yields 
to circumftances, and is never embarrafled by any 
change of affairs, Alberoni, on his arrival in France, 
Wrote to the Regent, to offer him his fervices a- 
gainft Spain. To this letter, however, his High* 
ttefs difdained to return any anfwer. 

The Cardinal's difgrace happened in 1726, and 
he retired to Parma for fome time, till he Was 
fummoned by the Pope to attend a Confiftory, 
in which his condiift was to be examined by fome 
of the MembeJrs of the Sacred College, refpe&- 
tng a correfpondence he Was fuppofed to have 
kept up with the Grand Seignior* He Was fen- 
tenced to be confined one year in the Jefuits 
College at Rome. After this he returned to 
Parma, near which city he founded, at a very great 
expence, ah eftablifhment for the iriftruftioh of 
young men deftined for the Priefthood. In the 
difaftroUs catiipaign of 1746, the buildings were 
deftroyed by the three armies that Were in the 
Neighbourhood ; and as the Cardinal Was not fup- 
pofed to have been over-delicate in his acquire* 
ment of the means by which his eftablifhment 
was to have been fupported, his countrymen 
did n$t appear to exprefs much diflatisfa&ion at 
the demolition of it. Alberoni, foon after this, 
went to Rome, and was made Legate of Romagna, 

I 4 by 
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by Clement the Twelfth. He died at Rome fft 
1751, at the age of eighty-feven years. He 
preferred intire, to the laft, the powers of his 
mind and of his body. He is thus defcribed in 
his old age by a perfon who was well acquainted 
with him: 

" He was very chatty in conversation, and 
** talked in fo lively and fo agreeable a manner, 
*' that it made even the very curious fads he had 
** to tell, more interefting to thofe who heard 
H him. His ftories were interlarded with French, 
tt Spanish, or Italian, as the circumftances re- 
" quired. He was continually applying fomc 
€< maxim of Tacitus, in Latin, to corroborate 
u his own obfervations, or to come in aid of 
#< thofe of others. His general topics of converfa- 
€i tion were either the campaigns in which he 
u attended M. de Vendome, his Miniftry in 
" Spain, or the common political events of the 
iC day. He was rather impatient of contradiction, 
" and expefted that in argument or in narration 
* the company fhould defer to him." 

Alberoni's fpirit was always very high, and his 
temper very violent. During the time that he 
Was Prime Minifter of Spain, Lord Harrington, 
the Englifh Minifter, carried him a lift of the 
fliips of his country that were then before Bar- 
celona, 
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tdoaa, and would aft againft it, if he perfifted it 
his endeavours to embroil the peace of Europe, by 
arming the Porte againft the Emperor, and by 
making the Czar and the King of Sweden go to 
war with England, in order to eftablifh the Pre- 
tender upon the throne of that country. Alberoni 
{hatched the paper which contained the numbers 
out of the Minifter's hands, and tore it in a 
thoufend pieces. Lord Harrington, nothing 
abafhed, went on coolly with the thread of his 
conversation, Ci Et commeje difois, Monfeigneur* 
When the Marfhal de Maillebois commanded 
Ac French troops at Parma, in the year 1746, 
Alberoni waited upon him upon fome bufinefs, but 
was refufed admittance to him by his Secretary, who 
told him the Marfhal was engaged with fome 
affairs of importance, and could not fee him* 
" Man ami" replied the Cardinal very indig- 
nantly, and opening the door of the Marfhal's 
apartment at the fame time, " facbez que M. di 
* c Vendome me recevoitfur fa chaife percie" 

That Alberoni wrote with the feme fpirit with 
which he a&ed, the three following Letters of his 
to Lord Melcombe, then Envoy Extraordinary 
from the Court of England to the Court of Spain f 
will evince. They were kindly communicated 
to the Compiler by Penruddock Wyndham. 
Efij. Member of Parliament for the County of 

s 3 Wilts* 
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Wilts ; a Gentleman on whom the unanimous 
fuffrages of his own County have lately conferred 
that honour ; an honour long merited by his 
pleating manners, his focial talents, and his elegant 
hofpitality. 

«« Du Palais, cc 9 Mars, 1717. 

c < J* AY l'honneur Monfieur de yous envoyer fc 
€< permiffion que vous avez demande depuis un fi 
i* long terns. Vous fcave? que ce climat n'in- 
cc fpire qu'avec lenteur l'execution des affaires 5 
" nous aurons de la peine a le changer, de forte 
<c que il y a de la prudence a Je prendre tel qu'U 
** eft. J'ay Phonneur d'etre 

w Votre tres humble et 

* c tres obeiflant ferviteur, 

V A^BEROKX,' 1 

il A Monfieur Monfieur Bubb^ 
u Envpye Extraordinaire 
" du Roi de la Grande Bretagne 
" en fes Mains." 

<* Enfin Monfieur Bubb trouves bonqueje 
." vous dife, que tous les Cabinets d'Europe ont 
f< perdu la tramontane, putfque la raifon d'eftat 
<c eft abbandone aux caprices de quelques par-* 
<c ticuliers, lefquels fens rime et fans raifon et 
" peutetre par des fins particulars, coupent et 

? rpgopm 
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u rognent des £ flats et des Royaumes comme 
€i s'ils etoient des fromages d'Holande. Soyest 
u perfuade Monfieur que perfonne ne vous eflirae 
** et ne vous honore plus que 

<c LECARD. AtBERONI." 
" A Madrid, ce 5 April 17 18. 

<c J'ai ete tres ravi Monfieur d'apprendre votrc 
** arrivee a Londres^apres avoir effuie un long et 
c * penible voyage. Quant a ce que vous m'efcrivez 
" touchant le reglement du Commerce, je vous 
€( diray, avec la franchife et la probite que vous 
<c avez experimente dans tout ce que nous avons 
" traite enfemble, que le Roi Cath. ne prendra 
a aucune refolution la deflus avant qu'il ne voye 
<€ le denouement de la piece. Vous eftes un bon 
" temoin de la fincerite des intentions de fa 
" Majefte Cathol. et des miennes a l'egard de 
" l'Angleterre. Vous fcavez qu'on n'a pas 
€t balance ici de facrifier par deux nouveaux 
" traitees tous les avantages qu'on avoit emportez 
cc par le traitee d'Utrecht, voulant oublier le Rpi 
" Cath. qu'il avoit ete depouille par le moyen 
u d'Angleterre contre toutes fortes de raifons dc 
cc fes Eftats Provinces et Royaumes ; injulHce qui 
4t crie toujours vengeance, puifque elle eft contre 
" les loix divines et humaines. Par un fi augufte 
" Sacrifice le Roi Cath. a cru, qu'il obligeroit 

* 4 " J* 
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u 1c Roi de la Grande Bretagne a une jufte 
f* reconnoiflance, et la Nation Angloife a main- 
*< tenir une bonne union avec PEfpagne, et qu'a 
f ( l'occafton s'il n'auroit un et Pautre dans fes 
u interets au moips qu'ils demeurejroient dans 
u Pindifference. Cependant jevoisavecunmorte} 
M chagrin qu'il n'arrivera ni Pun ni Pautre, et que 
1* je me verray expofe aux juftes reprocbes de 
M leurs Majeftes. II n'y a une feule Gazette 
** qui me dife, que.votre Miniftere n'cft plus 
f* Anglois mais Allemand, et qu'il eft vendus 
%i lafchement a la Cour de Vienne, et que par les 
41 brigues inconnus dans votre pays, on tache 
<c de feire donner dans le panneau la Nation auffi. 
1 ( C'eft une bonne marque de ce que je vous dife 
^ c qu # apresde s'etre efpuifee PAngleterred'hommes 
<€ et de Pargent pour acquerir a PArchiduc de$ 
f* Eftats et de$ Royaumes, on vient de lui payer 
€t une groffe fomme. Les fentimens d'eftime et 
** d'amittie que j'ay eu pour vous, et que je 
<c conferverai toujours, m'obligent de vous parler 
*$ avec cette fincerite, vous affeurent Monfieurque 
<* perfonne ne vous honpre et ne vous relpefte 
f* plus que * 

<c Le Card, Alberoni." 
! c La Reine vient d'accoucher d'une 
V belle et charmante Princefict" 
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When the celebrated Cardinal de Polignac, a 
man who with the extremeft polifh of manners 
united the more fulid fond of benevolence, was 
Minifter from the Court of France to that of 
Rome, he met with Alberoni living in that city 
in no very great opulence. He procured for him 
a very handfome prefent in money from his fove- 
reign Louis the Fifteenth, and afterwards pre- 
vailed upon Louis to fettle a penfion of 17,000 
livres a-year upon him ; with great relu&ance, 
however, on the part of Alberoni to accept it* 
Polignac had in vain endeavoured to put the Court 
of Spain in good humour with Alberoni, and to 
procure him from that Court a penfion upon his 
rich benefice of the Archbifhopric of Malaga, which 
Jae had been obliged to give up. 

Alberoni's amufement, whilft he was at Rome, 
Confifted in building and managing a fmall eftate 
he had in the Campagna. 

Alberoni had written a letter of thanks to Vol- 
faire for the handfome manner in which he had fpo- 
ken of him in his General Hiftory. Voltaire inan- 
fwer fays, " The letter with which your Eminence 
* ( has honoured me, is as flattering a reward of my 
# Works as the efteem of all Europe is of you? 
* c a&ions. You owe me no thanks: I have beeq 
t* only the organ of the public in fpeakingof you. 
V That liberty and that truth which have always 

*< guided] 
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14 guided my pen have procured me your good 
** opinion. Thefe qualities muft ever pleafe a man 
u of a genius like yours. Whoever does not 
•* efteem them, may very probably be a man 
** of conference, but he can never be a great 
" man." . 

As a politician is ever recurring to his old trade, 
jUberoni* when he was Legate of Romagna, 
?nd at the age of feventy, endeavoured to bring the 
Ettle Republic of San Marino, which confined 
upon his government, under the dominion of the 
Pope* The Cardinal had intrigued fo fuopefsfully 
with fome of the principal inhabitants, that the' 
day was fixed on which thefe Republicans were to 
fivcar allegiaace to the Sovereign under whofe 
prcte&ion tnlynad put themfelves. On the day 
appoJ^i^^ Alberoni rides up the mountain 
with his fuite, and is received at the door of 
the principal church by the priefts and the 
principal inhabitants of the place, and conduced 
to his feat under a canopy, to hear High Mais 
and Te Deurn , fung (a ceremony ufual in 
all Catholic countries upon fimilar occafions), 
Unluckily however for poor Alberoni, the Mafs 
began a as ufual I fuppofe in that Republic, with 
the word Libertas. This word had fuch an effe& 
upon the minds of the hearers, who began then, 
iot. the firft time perhaps, to recolledi that they 

were 
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were about to lofe the thing itfelf, that they fell 
upon the Cardinal and his attendants, drove them 
out of the church, and made them defcend the 
very fteep mountain of San Marino with more 
rapidity than that with which they had afcended 
it, and the Popes have ever fince that time left 
the inhabitahts of San Marino to their old form 
©f Government *. This Angular event took 
place in the year 1740. A bon mot of BenediA 
the Fourteenth on the occafion was current in 
every mouth : — cc Alberoni is like a glutton, who 
<* after having eaten a large falmon, cannot help 
** cafting a wiftful eye at a minnow." 

The following account of this little State, ex- 
tra&ed from the manufcript Travels of the acute 
and learned Hiftorian of Antient Greece, whofe 
reflexions in defcribing the mod brilliant periods 
Republicanifm has to boaft, mud infpire every 
Briton with the ftrongeft attachment to the Con- 
ftttution and Government of his own Country, 
that of a limited Monarchy, is permitted, by 
the kindnefs and liberality of the Writer, to em- 
tellifh this Collection, 

€< j AT the diftance of twelve miles from Rimini 
*' and the Hadriatic Sea, we beheld a cloud-capt 

* Communicated to the Compiler by that excellent 
|nan General Paoli, 

<c moira- 
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** mountain, fteep, rugged, and inhofpitable, yet 
u to Britons, whofe affection for their own happy 
** ifland cherifhed even the fainteft image of con- 
* genial liberty, more attra&ive and more en- 
c< gaging than all the gay luxuriance of Tufcan * 
'< plains. A black expanfion of vapour partly 
** concealed from our view the territory of what 
** the Greeks would have called a Nation, feldom 
** vifited by (I rangers, though affuredly mod de- 
** ferving of that honour. Liberty brightens and 
** fertilizes the craggy rocks tyf St. Marino ; and 
** inftead of paradifes inhabited by devils (for thus 
** the recolleSion or fuppofition of better times 
u indignantly chara&erifes thq countries through 
u which we had juft travelled), this little State, 
* c we v/ere told, would exhibit rugged hills and 
€< favage precipices cultivated and adorned by 

* " The epithet Tufcan is juftified by the authority of 
*• Polybius, 1. ii. c. 14. and c. 17. He defcribes^that ex- 
" ten five plain bounded by the Alps, the Apennines, and 
f* the Hadriatic, and alfo the plain* about Mola and 
•' Capua, called the Phlegraean Fields, as antiently in* 
♦' habited by the Tufcans. The territory of this people^ 
** he fays, formed incomparably the fineft portion of 
*• Europe. Before Polybius wrote his Hiftory, the do- 
f* minion of the Tufcans had contracted to a narrow 
•* jpan ; and according to the faying of the modern Ita- 
f* lians, while the Pope pofleffes the marrow, the Great 
't Puk.e of Tufcany ha> now only the bones, of Italy." 
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*< the ftubborn induftry of free men, who labour 
•* with alacrity, becaufe they reap with fccurity. 

* We panted at the thoughts of taking a nearer 

* furvey of this political wonder, and were im- 
u patient to leave Rimini ; but the country ad- 
u jacent to that city was deluged with rain ; die 
a rivers continued to overflow ; horfes could not 
<c fefely clamber over rocks ; and Rimini could 
c< not furnifh us with mules. But they are delicate 
u travellers whom fuch puny difficulties could 
u reftrain from vifiting this illuftrious mountain, 
a where Liberty, herfelf a mountain goddefs, has 
u upwards of fourteen centuries fixed her rural 
u throne. Carelefs of muld, or horfes, or car- 
€c riages, to which laft the Republic of St, Marino 
u is at all times inacceffible, we adopted a mode 
w of travelling which in a country where pomp is 
u immoderately ftudied, becaufe wealth is too 
u indifcMminately prized, might poflibly have 
" excluded unknown wanderers from the proud 
%i maniions of Nobles and Princes, the Palaces of 
" Bilhops, and the Vineas of Cardinals, but 
f< which, we rightly conje&ured, would recora- 
u mend us as welcome guefts to the citizens of 
c< St. Marino, whofe own manlinefs of chara&er 
u muft approve the congenial hardihood of hum- 
" ble pedeftrians. 

« The 
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" The diftance from Rimini to the Borgo, €f 
€f fuburbs of St. Marino* for the Citta, or cityj 
" ftands half a mile higher on the hill, is computed 
" at only ten Italian miles* But the badnefs of 
u the weather and of the roads would have en* 
<c creafed the tedioufnefs of our fatiguing journey) 
M had not our fancies been amufed by the ap- 
* c pearance and eonverfation of feveral perfons 
" whom we occasionally met or overtook, and 
u who, notwithftanding that hardnefs of feature? 
€< which chara&erifes mountaineers, difplayed in 
" their words and looks a certain candour and 
(C fincerity, with an undefcribed mixture of hu- 
c< manity and firmnefs, which we had rarely feen 
€t pourtrayed on the face of an Italian. Such 
<c virtues, perhaps, many Italians may poflefs ; 
cc fuch virtues Raphael and Guido probably 
ct difcerned in their contemporaries 5 unlefs it be 
u fuppofed that the Antique not only ennobled 
<c and exalted, but originally infpired their con- 
14 ceptions. Yet whatever might be the pre- 
-eminence of Roman beauty, during the fplen* 
4 * dour of the Cinque Cento, it muft be confefled 
" of the Italians of our days, that the expreflior* 
c< indicating virtues of the mild or generous caft, 
cc feldom breaks through the dark gloom and 
** fullen cares which contract their brows and 
" cloud their countenances. 

« At 
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€t At the diftance of five miles from Rimini, a 
<c fmall rivulet, decorated by a difproportionabljr 
<* large ftone bridge, which at another feafon of 
" the year would have exemplified the Spanifh 
€i proverb of a bridge without water, feparates 
€C the territories of St. Marino from thofe of the 
c< Pope. Proceeding forward, we found the road 
a extremely narrow, much worn by the rain, 
u alternately rough and flippery, and always fe 
H bad, that we congratulated each other on re- 
H jefiing the ufe of the miferable rip$ that were 
u offered to us at Rimini. In the midft of a heavy 
<c fhower we clambered to the Borgo, fituate on 
" the fide of the hill, and diftant (as already faid) 
u half a mile from the Citta, on its fumrnit. The 
a former is deftined for the habitation of peafants* 
4( artizans, and ftrangers ; the honour of inha- 
u biting the latter is referved for the nobles, the 
u citizens, and thofe who, in the language of 
u antiquity, would be flyled the public guefts of 
ic the Commonwealth. In the whole territory 
" there is but one inn ; and that of courfe in the 
ft Borgo ; for lone houfes are rare in all parts of 
•* the Continent, the Britifh dominions alone, by 
" their native ftrength and the excellence of their 
€i government, being happily exempted from the 
** terror of banditti in time of peace, and marauders 
* in time of war. We difcovered the inn at St. 

u Marino, 
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« Marines as is ufual in Italy, by the crowd 
€ * before the door. Having entered, we were 
** civilly received by the landlord, feated by the 
c< fire-fide in company with feveral other (bangers? 
iC and fpeedily prefented with a bottle of fparkling 
«* white wine, the beft we had tafted in Italy, 
tt and refembling Champagne in the chara&eriftie 
€C excellencies of that fprightly liquor. 

" We had not remamtd long in this Caravanfera 
<c (for fuch is the proper name for the place of 
u hofpitality in which we were received), when- 
44 the drefs, manners, and converfation of our 
€i fellow-travellers ftrongly excited our attention, 
*' and afforded fcope for boundlefs fpeculatiom 
€ * They were the moil favage-looking men that I 
€t had ever beheld; covered with thick capottas*, 
" of coarfe dark-brown woollen, lined with black 
u flieep's fkin. Their hats, which they kept on 
€< their heads, were of an enormous fize, fwelling 
€< to the circumference of an ordinary umbrella, 
u With their drefs and appearance their words 
** and geftures bore too faithful a correfpondence. 
€t SchioppP* and " coltellaU" (gun-fhots and dag- 
** ger-thrufts) were frequently in their mouths* As 
u the wine went brifkly round, the converfation 
M became ftill more animated, and took a turn 

9 Greatcoats. 

u more 
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« 

f * more decidedly terrible. They now talked of 
%i nothing but fierce encounters, hair-breadth 
** efcapes, and hideous lurking-places. Fr,om 
€ * their whole behaviour, there was reafon to ap- 
•' prehehd, that we had Unwarily fallen into com- 
** pany with Kinaldo's party: but a few hints 
•* that dropped from him who was moft intoxi- 
u cated finally undeceived u&, arid difcovered, to 
u our fatisfa&iori and fhame, that inftead of a band 
u of robbers, we had only met with a party of 
€c fmugglers. Their mafly capottas and broad- 
tt brimmed hats formed their defenfive armour 
kc again ft Cuftom-houfe officers and Sbirri*; 
tt and the narratives which they heard or related 
'* with fuch ardor arid delight, contained the afls 
•* of prowefe by which they had repelled the bravery 
u of the Rdrnans, arid the arts of ftratagem by 
11 which they had deceived the cunning of the 
41 Tufcans. From the 4 intermediate fituation of 
u St. Marino between the dominions of Tufcany 
ic and thofe of the Pope, its territory is continually 
11 infefted by vifits from thofe unlicenfed traffickers j 
w who being enemies by trade to thofe who ad- 
c< minifter the laws and col left the revenues of 
u their country, naturally degenerate into daring 
u and diforderly ruffians, the terror of peaceful 

* Thofe who execute the orders of civil magift rates* 

Vol. 11. t " men, 
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*' men, and both the difgrace and the bane of civf- 
c< lized fociety. 

<c From the company of the fmugglers we 
c( longed to feparate, the more becaufe they 
** eagerly folicited our flay, promifing to-condu& 
** us fafely acrofs the mountains, and to defend. 
** our perfons and properties* againft robbers tnd 
u affaffins ; but we thought it a piece of good 
" fortune, that our moft valuable property, a* 
f( we fhewed to them, confided in our fword* 
€< and piftols. Having called our St. Marino 
" hoft, we paid hun for his wine and his faufogev 
** (profciutti) ; and were pleafed to find, that 
« contrary to our univerfal experience of Italian 
tf landlords, he was uncommonly thankful for a, 
** very moderate gratification ; a Angularity 
w which, though it probably proceeded from his 
* being little converfant with Englifh and othec. 
" opulent travellers, we treafured with delight* 
lL as a confpicuous proof of Republican * virtue* 

" that 

* " The words * Republican virtue' muft found harfli* 
€i to modern ears, fo fhamefully ha3 a- wHd Democracy 
€,# abufed and profaned the name of Republick. Ycr, ac- 
" cording toMachiavclliand Montefquieu, and their maf* 
«*• ter Ariftotle, Republicks require more virtue than Mo- 
" narchies, becaufe in Republicks the Citizens make laws 
u to govern themfelves, whereas in Monarchies the fub- 
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** that had efcaped pure and linfullied from the 
* c contagion of thofe worthlefs guefts* with Whom 
t( the nature of his trade condemned him often to 
** aflbciate. 

a About two o'clock irt the afternoon, we left 
kc the Bofrgo to climb up to the Ctittl, carrying 
ic our fwords in oUr right hands ; a precaution 
u which the company we had juft left Warranted 
•* in this modern Republick, but which, as Thu- 
<c cydides informs Us in his proem, would have 
** expofed us to be btanded with the appellation 
" of Barbarians in the RepublickS of Aritient 
w Greece, Before we had reached the fummit of 
" the hill 9 the cloud had difperfed, the fun (hone 
t( bright) we breathed a purer air, and the clear 
w light which difplayed the city and territory of 
l€ St. Marino, was heightened bycontraft with the 
w thick gloom which involved the circumjacent 
c< plains* Tranfported with the contemplation 
tt of a landfcape which feemed fo admirably to 
" accord With the political ftate of the mountain* 

«' jefts arc Compelled to obey the laws made by the Prince. 
u In Republican Governments, therefore, the Citizens 
" ought, in the words of Ariftotle, and of a (till higher 
u authority, * to be a law unto themfelves.' How few 
tt Nations therefore are qualified) in modern times, for 
" living happily under a Republick ; and leaft of all, that 
41 Nation which has fhewn itfelf the leaft virtuous of all." 

T 2 u a bright 
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" a bright gem of liberty amidft the darknefc of 
u Italian fervitude, we clambered cheerfully over 
« the precipices, never reflecting that as there 
" was not any place of reception for ftrangers in 
* c the Citta, we might poffibly be expofed to the 
<c alternative of fleeping in the ftreets, or return^- 
iC ing to the Caravanfera, crouded with fmugglers, 
" whofe intoxication might exafperate their na* 
*< tural ferocity. From all our paft remarks, we 
<c had concluded that the vice of drunkennefs was 
iC abominated even by the loweft claffes of the 
a Italians. We dreaded their fury and their knives 
<c in this unufual ftate of mind ; but amidft all our 
u terrors could not forbear philofophifing * on 
li what we had feen, and conjecturing, from the 
<c tumultuous merriment and drunken debauchery 
ic of die fmugglers, that the famed fobriety of the 
** Italian Nation is an artificial virtue arifing from 
*' fituation and accident, not depending on tem- 
« perament, or refulting from character. Drink- 
u ing is the vice of men whofe lives are chequered 
•** by viciffitudes of toil and eafe, of danger and 

* " This word requires an apology ; for the facred name 
*.' of Philofophy has been as ihamefully polluted in modern 
" times, by Sophifts and Sceptics, as the word Republick. 
\* by Madmen and Levellers. The prefent generation 
4t muftpafs away, before either of thefe terms can rcfume 
" its priftine and native honours." 

" fecu- 
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u fecurity. It is the vice of foldiers, mariner^ 
" and huntfmen ; of thofe who exercife boifterous 
ct occupations, or purfue dangerous amufements; 
" and if the modern Italians are lefs addicted to 
c * excefs in wine than the Greeks and Romans in 

* antient, or the Englifh and Germans in modern 
l< times, their temperance may fairly be afcribed 
w to the indolent monotony of their ltftlefs lives; 
4< which, -being never exhaufted by fatigue, can 

* never be gladdened by repofe ; and being never 
" agitated by the terrors of danger, can never be 
V tranfported by the joys of deliverance, 

" From thefe airy fpeculations, by which we* 
** fancied that we ftripped Italy of what <fom'g 
" travellers have too nattily concluded to be *hd 
<c only virtue which lhe has left, we w«re 
a awakened by the appearance of a venerable 
Ci perfon, in a bag wig and fword, c^utioufly 
a leading his Bourrique * down the precipice. 
." He returned our falute with an air of courtefy 
c< befpeaking fuch affability, that we quickly 
fi entered into conversation with him, and dif- 
u covered to our furprize and joy, that we -were 
* c in company with a very refpeftable perfonage, 
cc and one whom Mr. Addifon has dignified with 
.•• the appellation of * the fourth man in the State/ 

• Aft. . 

t 3 « The 
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* c The ftipendiary phyfician of St. Mar|no (fop 
*' this was the perfon with whom we were con-; 
*' verfing) told us, that we might be accammo- 
«* dated with good lodging in the Convent of K 
«* Capuchins j ?n<| as we were ftraqgers, that he 
<* would return, fhew us the houfe, and prefent u& 
•• to Father Bonelli. We expreffed our unwil- 
u lingnefs to give hioi the trouble of again at? 
u cending the hill ; but of this trouble the deeply* 
f< wrinkled mountaineer made light, and we 
*' yielded to his propofal with only apparent re«? 
** lu&ance* fince,to the indelicacy of introducing 
* ourfelves, we preferred the introduction of a 
* c man whom we had even easily met with on 
** the re^d. To the Convent we were admitted 
f* by ?ifratefer<vente, or lay friar, and conduced 
** to the Padre Maeflro^ the Prior Bonelli, a man 
" fixty years old ? and, as we were told by the 
*' Phyfician, defcended from one of the nobteft 
** families in the Commonwealth, Having re- 
u ceived and returned fuch compliments as are 
** held indifpenfable in this ceremonious country ^ 
** the Prior conduded us above flairs, and (hewed 
cc us two clean and comfortable chambers, which 
** he laid we might command, while we deigned to 
f* honour the Republick (fuch were his expreffions) 
? c with the favour of our refidence. As to our 
ft entertainment, he (aid wt might, as beft pleafed 

"usj 
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44 us, either fup apart by ourfelves, or in company 
* with him and his monks. We told him, our 
<( happinefs would be complete, were we permitted 
u to enjoy the advantage of his company and 
<c converfation. My converfation ! You (hall 
** foon enjoy better than mine ; fince within half 
M an hour I (hall have the honour of conducing 
4i you to the houfe of a charming young Lady (fo 
u I muft call he., though my own kinfwoman), 
** whofeC7»Z/\/;/^%/o»^afi^;iibles thisevening, Du- 
<c ring this dialogue a fervant arrived, bring; *ig ou,r 
lt portmanteau from Rin ini, and thereby enabling 
u us with more decency of appearance to pay our 
<c refpe&s to the Lady, in company with the Prior 

** her uncle* The Signora P received us pp- 

4t litely in an inner apartment, after we had palled 
C( through two outer rooms, in each of which there 
'* was a fervant in waiting. Above a dozen 
41 Gentlemen, well drefled and polite after the 
" faihion of Italy, with fix other Ladies, formed 
" this agreeable party* Coffee and Sorbettis 
" being ferved, cards were introduced ; and in 
4€ quality of ftrangers, we had the honour of lofing 
* c a few fequins at Ombre with the Miftrefs of 
c< the Houfe. The other Ladies prefent took up, 
u each of them, two Gentlemen ; for Ombre is 
" the univerfal game, becaufe in Italian Aflemblies 
*• the number of men co/nmonly triples that of 

t 4 ** women j 
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u women; the latter, when unmarried, feldom 
c< going abroad ; and when married, being am- 
<c bitious of appearing to receive company every 
u evening at home. During the intervals of play, 
iC we endeavoured to turn the converfation on the 
$t hiftory and prefent ftate of St. Marino, but 
€< found this fubjeft to be too grave for the com* 
** pany. In this little State, as well as in othey 
<c parts of Italy, the fpcial amufements of life 
u confiding chiefly in what are called Conver- 
€i fazioni, have widely deviated from the Sym- 
" pojia of the Greeks and the Convivia of the 
" Romans. In ft cad of philofophical dialogues 
* c and epideiktic orations ; and inftead of thofe 
€< animated rehearfals cf approved works of hif- 
*' tory and poetry, which formed the entertain- 
u ment and delight of antiquity, the modern 
c ? Italian Converfaziones exhibit a very different 
tt fcene ; a fcene in which play is the bufinefs ; 
* l gallantry the amufement ; and of which avarice, 
" vanity, and mere fenfual pleafure Yorm the 
€< fole connefting principle and chief ultimate 
<c end. Such infipid and fuch mercenary Af- 
* c femblies are fometimes enlivened by the jokes 
c< of the buffoon; the Improvifatore fometimes 
<c difplays in them the powers of his memory 
w rather than the elegance of his fancy; and 
m every entertainment in Italy, whether gay or 

c * ferious, 
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cc ferious, is always feafoned with mufic ; but 
" chiefly that foft voluptuous mufic which was 
€i banifhed by Lycurgus, profcribcd by Plato, and 
<c prohibited by other Legiflators, under fevere 
* 4 penalties, as unfriendly to virtue and deftru&ive 
iC of manhood. The great amufements of life arc 
4< commonly nothing more than images of its 
4< neceflary occupations ; and where the lattery 
<c therefore, are different, fo alfo muft be the 
* l former. Is it becaufe the occupations of the 
* c Antients were lefs foftened than thofe of the 
iC Moderns, that women are found to have afted 
* c among different Nations fuch different parts in 
c< Society? and that the contraft is fo ftriking 
*' between the wife of a citizen of St. Marino, 
" furrounded with her card-tables, her mufic, and 
4< her admirers, and the Roman Lucretia, nolle 
*' fera deditam lance inter lucubr antes ancillas^ 
ct (Tit. liv. i. 57.) or the more copious defcrip- 
** tions of female modefty and induftry given by 
** Ifchomachus in Xenophon's Treatife on Do- 
" meftic CEconomy ? In modern Italy this con- 
ie traft of manners difplays its greateft force. 
iC Though lefs beautiful and lefs accomplifhed than 
*' the Engiifh and French, the Italian women 
" expeft fuperior attention, and exa& greater 
** affiduities. To be well with the Ladies, is the 
P higheft attrition of the men. Upon this prin- 

u ciple 
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ift ciple their manners are formed; by this thejr 
c< behaviour is regulated; and the art of conver- 
4C fation, in its utmoft fprightlinefs and highest 
<c perfe&ion, is reduced to that playful wanton - 
" nefs, which touching (lightly on what is fejt 
" moll fenfibly, amufes with perpetual (hadows of 
U defired realities. 

" To the honour of St. Marino, it muft be 
<c oblerved, that neither the Prior Bonelli, nor 
c< two Councilors who were prefent, took any 
* l confiderable part in this too fportive conver- 
* 4 fationj and the Gentlemen at the Si gnoraP-— 's 
" were chiefly Romans and Florentines j men* 
& we were told, whom fometimes misfortune and 
*' fometimes inclination, but more frequently ex- 
gi travagance and neceilky, drive from their re- 
•" fpedtive countries, and who, having relations 
< l or friends in St . Marino, edablifli themfelves in 
^ that cheap city, where they fubfift on the wreck 
<c of their fortunes, and elude the purfuit of their 
£ c creditors. 

<c Next morning Bonelli having invited feveral 
J* of his fellow- citizens to drink chocolate, we 
* 4 learned from them, that the morality and piety 
/ c « which had long diirjngujfhed St. Marino, daily 
: " fuffered decline through the contagious influence 
*' of thole intruders, whom good pqlicy ought 
u never to have admitted within the, territory, but 

Cl whom 
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** whom the indulgence of humanity could not 
f* be prevailed on to expel. 

" After breakfaft, our good-natured landlord 
* l kindly prppofed a walk, that his Englifh guefts 
* c might view the city and accent country. The, 
? c main ftreet is well paved, but narrow and fteep % 
*' The fimilarity of the Houfcs indicates a happy, 
* c mediocrity of fortune. There is a fine ciftern 
** of pure water ; and we admired (he coolne& 
** and drynefs of the wine-cellars, ventilated by 
* c communications with caverns in the rock. To 
$' this cirpumftance, as much as to the quality of 
** the foil and careful culture of the grape, the 
f wine of St. Marino is indebted for its peculiar 
f c excellence. 

f t The whole territory of the Republick extend? 
l ( about thirty miles in circumference. It is of 
$' an irregular oval form, and its mean diameter 
P may be eft i mated at fix Englifh miles. The 
<c foil naturally craggy and barren, and hardly fi{ 
i c for goats, yet actually maintains (fuch are the 
f ( attractions of Liberty} upwards of feven thou* 
f< fand perfons ; and being everywhere adorned 
f ( by mulberry-trees, vines, and olives, fupplies 
f * the materials of an advantageous trade, particu- 
f* larly in filk, with Rome, Florence, and other 
f f cities of Italy. 
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* 4 In extent of territory, St. Marino, inconfider 
44 rable as it feems, equals many RepuHicks thajt 

* have performed mighty atchievements and pur- 
46 chafed immortal renown. The independent 
* l States of Thefpix and Plataea were refpe&ively 

* lefs extenfive ; and the boundaries of the modern 
44 Republick exceed thofe of iEgina and Megara j 
41 the former of which was diftinguifhed by its 
44 commerce and its colonies in Egypt and the 
4 * Eaft ; and the latter, as Lyfias and Xenophon 
4C inform us, could bring into the field, befides 
44 proportional bodies of light troops, 3000 hardy 
44 pikemen, who with the fervice of Mars united 
44 that of Ceres and of Bacchus ; extracting from, 
44 bleak hills and rugged mountains rich harveftf 
44 and teeming vintages, 

44 The remembrance of our beloved RepubHcks 
44 of Greece, ennobled by ths ineftimable gifts of 
44 unrivalled genius, endeared to us St. Marino, 
€C even byitslittlenefs. In this literary enthufiafm, 
44 we could willingly have traverfed every inch of 
" its diminutive territory : but politencfs required 
4C that we fhould not fubje£t Bonclli and his 
44 friends to fuch unneceflary fatigue ; and the 
44 changeablenefs of the weather, a continual varia* 
4C tion of funfhine and cloudinefs, the folemnity 
44 of dark magnifying vapours, together with the 
44 velocity of drizzly or gleamy fhowers, produced 

" fuel? 
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<c fuch unufual accJJents of light and fhaJe in this 
" mountain fcene, as often fufpended the motion" 
14 of our limbs, and fixed our eyes in aftonifhment. 
• c From the higheft top of St. Marino we bchelJ' 
u the bright fummit of another and far loftier 
** mountain , towering above, and beyond, a dart 
u cloud, which by contraft threw the conical top 
** of the hill to fuch a diftance, tliat it feemed to 
**. rife from another world. The height of St. 
c< Marino (we were told) bad b?en accurately 
<c meafured by Father Bofcovich, and found to be 
" nearly half a mile above the level of the neigh- 
<c touring fea. 

" Almoft immediately after returning from our 
€i walk, dinner was fcrved at the Convent ; for 
" the politenefs of Father Bonelli had prolonged 
Ci his flay abroad fir beyond his ufual hour o( 
cc rcpaft. Speedily after dinner we were con- 
41 dueled by the good father to the Converfazionc 
" of another lady, alfo his relation, where w$ 
" had the honour of meeting the Capitaruos^ or 
€i Confuls, the Commijpireoj or Chief Judge, and 
Cl feveral diftinguimed Members of the Senate, 
" Recommended only by our youth and curiofiry, 
we fpent the evening mod: agreeably witii 
thofe rdpectable magiftrar.es, who were as com- 
" municative in anfweringas inquifitive in nfring 
" queftions, The company continually in- 

" crcafing f 
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M Creafing, and Father Bonelli carefully addreffing 
** all new-comers by the titles of their refpeftivd 
•* • offices, we were furprifed toward the clofc of 
** the evening, and the ufaal hour of retirement* 
•* that we had not vet feen II Shnor Dottort and 

* II Pxdagogo Publico, the Phyfician and School- 
H Inafter, whom Mr. Addifon reprefents as two 
• 4 of the moft diftinguiflied dignitaries in the 
*' Commonwealth. A fhort acquaintance is fuf- 
•* ficient to infpire confidence between congenial 

* minds. We frankly teftified our furprize to the 
u Father. He laughed heartily at our fimplicity, 
4C and thought the joke too good not to be com-* 
•* municated to the company. When "their vo- 
•• ciferous mirth had fubfided, an old gentleman* 
•* who had been repeatedly invefted with the 
a higheft honours of his country, obferved, that 
u he well knew Mr. Addifon's account of St. 
u Marino, which had been translated more than 
*• once into the French and Italian lans-uages* 
u Remote and inconfiderable as they were, his 
•* anceftors were highly honoured by the notice 
41 of that illuftrious traveller, who, he underflood, 
•* was not only a claffic author in Englifh, but 
u an author who had uniformly and moft fuc- 

* cefsfutty employed his pen in the caufc of Vir* 
€f tue and Liberty. Yet, as muft often happen 

* to travellers, Mr. Addifon, he continued, has, 



" in 
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* in fpeaking of this little Republick, been de- 
** ceived by firft appearances. Neither our 
<* Schoolmafter nor Phyfician enjoy any pre- 

* eminence in the State. They are maintained 
•* indeed by public falaries, as in feveral other 
a cities of Italy * and ther>e is nothing peculiar in 
*■ their condition here, except that the School- 

* matter has more and the Phyfician lefs to do 

* than in moft other places, becaufe our difeafe» 
** are few, and our children are many. This fally 

* having been received with approbation by the 
H company, the veteran proceeded to explain the 
^ real diftindtion of ranks in St. Marino, confift- 
a ing in the Nobili^ Cittadini, and Stipendiate^ 

* ftoWes, Citizens, and Stipendiaries* The 
**- Nobles, he told us, exceeded not twenty fa- 
** milies, of which feveral enjoyed eftates with- 
€ * out the territory r worth from three to 'eight 
<* hundred pounds a-year fterling : That, from 

* refpe& to the Holy See, under whofe protec- 
a tion the Republick had long fubfifted quietly and 

* happily, many perfons of diftin&ion in the 
** Pope's territories had been admitted Cittadini 

* Honoratiy Honorary Citizens of St. Marino, 
* € particularly feveral ttiuftrious houfes of Riming 
" tf nd die forty noble families of Bologna. Even 

* of the Venetian Nobles themfelves, antient as 

* they eertaJWy were, afnd irrvefted as they ftiil 

c< can>» 
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* 4 continued to be with the whole fbvereignty ot 
il their country; many difdained not to be affoA 
44 ciated to the diminutive honours of St. Marino* 
€t and to increafe the number of its citizens; and 
* c that this aggregation of illuftrious foreigners* 
** far from being confidered as dangerous to public 
u liberty, was deemed eflential, in fo fmall a Com- 
iC monwealth, to national fafety. 

a Left the converfation might take another 
" turn, I drew from my pocket Mr. Addifon's ac- 
4C count of St. Marino, which, being exceedingly 
*' fhort, I begged leave to read, that his errors, if 
u he had committed anyj might be corrected, and 
'* the alterations noted which the country had un- 
<* dergoric in the fpace of feventy years, from 1 703 
* c to 1773* 

u The propofal being obligingly accepted, I 
* c read in Mr. Addifon, « They have at St. Ma- 
<l rino five churches, and reckon above five thou- 
ic fand fouls in their community*' Inftead of which 
* 4 I was defired to fay, c They have in St. Marino 
** ten parifhes, ten churches, and reckon, above 
cc fcveh thoufand fouls in their community/ 
<c Again Mr. Addifon fays, * The Council of 
*• Sixty, notwithstanding its name, confifts but of 
" Forty perfons/ That was the cafe when this 
* 4 illuftrious author vifited the Republ.ck ; but the 
& Council has fince that time been augmented 

" by 
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^ %y Twenty members*, ahd the number liow 
**, Screes with the name. TKeife circtimftarices 

* arfe important ; for frooi item it appears, that. 

* white the neighbouring territory of Rome is 
** impoverHhttl and gloomed by the dtrttoinioh of 
u eccleflafiics, of which, in the words of Dr. 
'** ftobertfon, * to fqueeie and to arrials, not to 
ft meliorate, is the object*** and while the neigh- 

*< bouring 

• ■ « 

• " See Robertfon's fcharles V. voJ. I. fet*. iii. p, 1*7. 
■« The Do&or adds, «* The patrimony of St. Peter wps 
"* woM* governed than any other part of Europe $ and 

* though- a generous Pontiff might fufpend for a little, 

* or count fraft the eift& of tfifofe fioe* which are pelcV 
w liar to the government of ecciefiafticsv the dtfeale ilot 
. u only remained incurable, but has gone on increafcng 
" from age to age, and the decline of the State has k*pt 
u pace with its progrefs.*' On reading over this paffage 

* tf doubt arifes whether it ought nor to be expunged, as 

w unjuftly fevere; Confidered in one'tidw* the dominion 

•* of the Popes was naturally prejudicial to Society ; out 

■• an evil becomes a good, which prevents evils greater 
a than hfelf. The authority of Popes reft rained the 
k< alternate tyranny of paramount Kings and feudal 
" Barons. Religion, in its leaft perfect form, war a 
11 chetk to headftrong paflion, and a reflraint on ruffian 
M violence : and fhould it be admitted, that the temporal 
" government of ecclefiaftics had tended to deprefs the 
*' induftry and populoufnefs of their immediate dominions 
(a pofition which would require a very complex an4 
vol.jj. v * f eia- 
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" touring cities of Tufcany are lecufed of fhame- 
** ful}/ abandoning their privileges and their wealth 
*' to the Grand Duke. who. parfimonious in the 
'V extreme, as to his own per&n and government^ 
u is. thought felicitous of feconding by his heavy 
cc jpiirfe 'the wild projects of his brother the .Emp£- 
IC ror Jojfepb, the little Republick of St. WapnQ, 
* c on the cprtfrary, has been increafing its popn- 
** loulners, confirming its firength, and extending 
* c Bie bafis of its government. For thefe advan- 




jaft-mentioned quali 

<C . tory teaches us, are far from being. chara£teriftic 

. <c of (Republican government ; though a Repub- 

: « lick that is without them,' ran neither fiibfift 

* ** happily itfelf, nor allow happiriefs to its nei'gh- 

« hours. 

a In the Republick s of Italy (St. Marino alone 

■ • * ■ * 

c< excepted), the people at large are excluded, by 
u the circumft^nce of their birth, from any prin- 

«' elaborate inveftigation to fubftantiate), yet this local de- 
" prelfion would be compenfated and oveibalanced by the 
" diftingutfhed merit of the Popes, intheprefervation, ad- 
44 vancement, and diffufioi) of learning, civility, and 
M elegant arts ; to which Rome,' in barbarous ages, offered 
" the only, or the fafeft, afylum ; and of which flic ftill 
" exhibits the moil ineftimable models," 

<c cipal 
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** cipal (hare in the fovereignty. Inftead of one 
u Royal Matter, they are fubje&s of 606 * petty 
** Princes ; and their condition is for lefe eligible 
" than that of the fubjefts of Monarchies; be* 
u caufe the latter cannot be colle&ively degraded 
** by the rank of a Monarch, which, excluding 
u comparifon, is fuperior to envy ; and are indi*- 
<c vidually entitled to afpire, by their talents and 
" merits, to the exercife of every magiftracy, 
c< and to the enjoyment of every preferment and 
** every honour which their King and Country 
* c can beftow. The Republiclc of St. Marino, on 
<r the other hand, like feveral Commonwealths of 
" Antiquity, and like fome leffer Cantons of 
€< Switzerland, for the greater are univerfally 
** moulded after the rigid Italian model, contains 
*' what is found by experience to be a due mixture 
<c of popular government among fo fimple a people, 
" and in fo fmall a State. The Council of Sixty 
" is equally compofed of Nobili and Cittadinly 
" Patricians and Plebeians. This Council, which 

* " In the (hop of an eminent book feller and publifher 
" of an antient and celebrated Republick of Italy, I was 
". explaining to a young patrician the nature of anEnglifh 
*' Circulating Library. Why don't you, laid he, turn- 
•* ing to the bookfeller, introduce fuch aii inftitution ? 
u The other replied, Sono /w//o /r/W;// ?-yWc have 
" too many princes." 

v 2 u may 
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** may be called the Senate, conducts the ordi* 
" nary branches of public adminiftration; but the 
*' ArengBy or Affembly of the People, containing 
" a Reprefentat'ive from every houfe or family, is 
" fummoned for the purpofe of elections and on 
" other important emergencies : it has always ap- 
" proved the decifions of the Senate. In chumig 
*' Senators and Magiilrates, the refpect of the citi- 
" zens for hereditary worth commonly raifes the 
" fon to the dignity before held by his father. 
" Indeed moft profdlions and employments de- 
" fcend in lineal fucceflion among this Ample 
" people; a circumftance which explains a very 
" extraordinary fai3 motioned by Mr. Addifon, 
" that in two purchases made refpcelively in the 
" years iiosand 1170, the names of the com- 
" miflioners or agents, on the part of the Repub- 
A lick, fhould be the fame in both Iran faction By 
" though the deeds were executed at the diftanc* 
*' of ferenty years From each other. 

" Notwithftanding the natural and proper «*-■■ 
" fluence of wealth and birth and merit, the 
* liberties and properties of individuals art in- 
(t Comparably more fafe in St. Marino than they 
** can ever poifibly be under the capricious tyranny 
" of a levelling Democracy: and the people at 
" large have the nmieft fecurity, that tbtir fupe- 
u riors will not abule their juft pre-eminence,. 
**■ iince 
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** fince all the plebeians of full age are trained to 
u arms, and commanded by a fort of military Trj-> 
** bune of their own chufing, whofe employment 
u is inferior in dignity to that of the Cap}tamos % 
^ or Confuls, yet altogether diftinct from the ju- 
** rifdidion of thofe Patrician Magift rates. This 
" important military officer is overlooked by Mr. 
u Addifon, who has alfo omitted jtd mention the 
a Treafurer of the Republic!^ The bufinefs of th<r 
u latter confifts in collecting and adminiftcring the 
" publick contributions, and in paying the Sttptn- 
- u diati or Penftonaries, whofe (alaries, as may be 
** imagined, are extremely moderate ; that of the 
" Commijarea, or Chief Judge, amounting Only to 
" fixty pounds a-year. His income is confider- 
a ably augmented by the fportul* or fees paid by 
" the litigant parties; fo that his whole appoint* 
" ments fall little fbort of one hundred pounds per 
u ann. a Aim which in this primitive Common* 
" wealth is found fufficient to fupport the dignity 
" of a Chief Juftice. 

<c The laws of St. Marino are contained in a 
u thin folio, printed at Rimini, entitled, " Statuta 
** Illujlrijjim* Reipublica ;" and the whole hiftory 
u of this happy and truly illuftrious, becaufe 
u virtuous and peaceable, community is com- 
u prifed in the account of a war in which the 
" Commonwealth affifted Pope Pius II. againft 

u 3 " Malatefta, 
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" Malatefta, Prince of Rimini } in the records of 
" the purchafeof twocaftles, with their dependent 
" diftrifis, in the years noo and 1170; and in the 
" well-authenticaied narrative of the foundation of 
*' the State above fourteen hundred years ago by 
** St. Marino, a Dalmatian Architect, who, hav- 
" ing tinifhed with much honour the repairs of 
" Rimini, retired to this folitary mountain, prac- 
" tifed the auftcrities of a hermit, wrought mira- 
" cles, and with the affiftance of a few admirers 
" built a church and founded a city, which his re- 
" putation for fanflity fpeedily reared, extended, 
& and filled with inhabitants. In the principal 
*' church, which as well as that of the Francifcans 
" contains fome good pictures, the fiatue of this 
P Saint and Lawgiver is erected near the high al- 
" tar. He holds a Mountain in his hand, and is 
" crowned with three Caftles ; emblems which, 
<* from what has beert ahove faid, appear fitly ch,o- 
«* fen for the arms of the Republick. 

« Mr. Addifon obferves, that the origin of 
" St. Marino muft be acknowledged to be far 
" nobler than that of Rome, which was ajiafylum 
" for robbers and murderers, whereas St, Marino 
" was the refort of perfons eminent for their piety 
" and devotion. This obfervation appears to me 
" to be erroneous in two refpects, decorating 
it with unfair honours the one Republick, and 
" heaping 
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" heaping unmerited difgrace on the other. If 
" piety founded St. Marino, with this piety much 
* fuperftition was intermixed ; a fupcrftition un* 
" friendly to the beft principles of fociety, and 
a hoftile to the favourite ends of nature, preaching 
" celibacy, and exacting mortification, the hideous 
4< offspring of ignorance and terror, detefting men 
" as criminals, and trembling at God as a tyrant. 
u But Rome, according to the only hiftorian • 
u who has circumftantially and authentically de- 
" fcribed its early tranfa&ions, was an expanfton 
** of Alba Longa, itfelf a Grecian colony, which,' 
u according to the immemorial and facred cuftom 
" of its mother-country, difFufed into new fetde- 
€l mcnts the exuberance of a flourifhing popu-^ 
€€ lation, produced by the wifeft and moft liberal 
a inftitutions. According to the fame admirable 
ic hiftorian, the manly difcernment of Romulus 
a offered an afylum not merely for robbers and 
14 murderers, but for thofe who were threatene4 
c< with murder or robbery, whofpurnedfubjeftion, 
" or fled from oppreffion ; for amidft tl>e Jawlefs 
u turbulence of antient Italy, the weak needed 
u protectors againft the ftrong, the few againft 
" the many ; and Rome, at her earlieft age, 
*' already fyftematically affifted the weakeft party; 

* Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus. 

u 4 *' thus 
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«« fhifc jtfPP&g in jb^r in&ncy ifeit poUtie^ 
" ^fiWfei tb# *Rl Jeftirwdtiby firm and raajeftk^ 
" ftepfr t? c^4A tef w^ood anfl maturity t* 
*f the &ijr ix^crr igntj of consenting Nation . 

$q$ in xteir origin a»d in, their progrefs, 

V SflflJf #¥* £fc M*"#° *W* $P natural objeas, 
«f npt in^l pf a poippariibn, but of a tfrjfcnj 
a copt|-aft; and corpprejfcd a? j$ the latter Re*. 
'I pi^blifk jb^5ppn #e.4pij^pns of Jfee fopc an<} 
« thoie pf the G^gd P»k& tp ^o)fe fobjeft^ 
«? £u $fr r MP 4 s ^WP 1 Jx> #>yr 4 fa* paflage 
«* ttwpigb i$ t^rritofy, Us citizens W?hW dtffmt, 
«f ridicule qr pity, did they a£g$ £e jc^a&er, 
" or imitate $be ma#n^ of tl^fe magnanimous 
« Senator*, who, (9f #e Jpace af mop* tf>an t)vo 
«f fe^uries, fwayed j$e ppMcfcs an<i ^ontrpujed 
t* fie fevpUitions of the W<? f W. Convinced thai; 
M their independence refujtg from (heir jnfignl- 
44 ficancy, the Senators of St. Marino failed, 
** yri^en we read in AJr. ^ddifen* * Thefe Re~ 
4C PW^PW* woyjd #11 their liberties dear fo any 
** that attacked them. • We bad not the indelU 
u cjfy to deflre fhem to interpret this fmilej or 
H to majfce ow(t\vq$ any cpmmept lipon it, being 
<€ perftiaded} t^a£, precarious and fliadowy as their 
f* |ij)erty is, their ratianal fcupwledge and their 
** yirtues have enabled them to extract from it both 
" fubftantia] and perfaemm enjoyment, and make 

" them 
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f* them live happier here, amidft rocics and fnows, 
f* than are their Tufcan and Roman neighbours 
** io rich plains and warm vallies. 

u To the inhabitants of this little State, the 
u Jrtngo, the Counpil, the different offices of 
i c magiftracy, innocent rural labours, and military' 
" exercifes equally ufeful and innocent, fuppljr 

* a continual fucceffion of manly engagements. 
f* Hopes and fears refpeeling the iafety of their 
*' country awaken curiofity and excite inquiry. 
M They read the gazettes of Europe with intereft ; 

# they ftudy hiftory with improvement ; in con- 
f* verfation their queftions are pertinent, and 
¥ their anfwers fatisfa&ory. Contrary to what 
* 4 has been obferved by travellers of other 
P Italians, the citizens of St. Marino delight in 
f* literary conversation $ and Mr. Addifon remarks, 
?' that he hardly met with an unlettered man 
P in their Republipk. In fpeaking of Beecaria's 
f c book oq Style, then recently publifiied, one of 
*' the Senators faid, that it was a treatife on ftyle 
*' in a very bad ftyle, abounding in felfe ornaments 
" and epigrammatic gallicifm. Another obferved, 
il he wiflied fhat fafhionable writer, who had been 
f ( commented on by Vojtaire, an author ftill more 
f* fafhionable and more pernicious than him- 
f 4 felf, would confine himfelf to fuch harmlefs 
V topics as rhetoric and ftyle $ for his book oh 

41 Crimes 
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** Crimes and Putiifb merits was calculated to do 
M much ferious mifchief, at lead to prevent much 
" pofitive good ; becauie in that popular work he 
■* had declaimed very perfuafively againft capital 
u punifhments, in a country long difgraccd liy 
** capita! crimes, which were fcarccly ever capi-' 
" tally punifhed. 

" The love of letters which diftinguifb.es the 
V people of St. Marino makes them regret th:it 
" they are feldom vifited by literary travellers. 
" Of our own Ccuntrymen belonging to this de- 
** fcri.pt ion, they mentioned with much refpect 
¥ Mr. Addifon and II Signor Giovanni Symonds, 
** now Profeflbr of Hiirory in the Univerfity of 
*' Cambridge. We were proud of being claffed 
" with fuch men by the hondt limplicity of thefc 
" virtuous Mountaineers, whom we left with 
11 legiet, moft heartily wifhing to tnera the con-; 
** tiuuance of their liberties ; which, to men of 
** thejr character, and theirs only» are real and 
** iolid bleffings. 

M For let it never be forgotten, that the ineftt- 
** raable gift of civil liberty may often be pravr- 
*' denrially with-held, becaufe it cannot be fafely 
** bellowed, unlets rational knowledge has been 
" attained, and virtuous habits have been acquired, 
** in the language of the wiieit man of Pagan 
¥ ajjtiiju: ty, a, great length of time is requisite m 
.. . j ■'• " ths 
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** the formation of any moderately good Govern- 
** ment; becaufe that Government is always the 
** beft, which is the beft adapted to die genius 
< c and habits of its fubjefts *. The inftitutions 
** which fuit the well-balanced frame of mind of 
f* the Mountaineers of St. Marino, who, breathing 
" a purer air, feem to have diverted themfelvcs of 
<l many of the groffer and more earthly affe&ions, 
" might ill accord with the foftened tenants of 
" the Capuan Plains ; fince, according to the 
" fame penetrating fearcher into the fecrets of 
** human nature, c the inhabitants of the Fortu- 
tt nate Iflands, if fuch iflands really exift, mult 
iC either be the moft virtuous or the moft 
** wretched of men.' Ariftotle hardly knew the 
* c inhabitants of the Britifh lfles ; but let us, who 
(< know ourfelves and our good fortune, confide 
(t in the aflurance, that this incomparable Author 
** would no longer entertain the above geography 
'< cal doubt, were he to revive in the eighteenth 
< c century, and to vifit the Britifh dominions under 
" the government of George III. As we have 
< c long been the happieft of Nations, let us cherifli 
44 the hope, that the caufes of our happinefs arc, 
♦' morally fpeaking, inalterable. The character 
li of our anceftors, uniting, beyond all people on 
tf earth, firmnefs with humanity, gave to us our 

T Ariftot. Politics, ii. 6, 

c * Govtrn- 
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" Government ; and the prefervation of our Go- 
** vermnent, as it now fluids, under a Prince who 
« is at once the Patron and the Model of thole vir- 
" tues on which alone National prosperity can reft, 
*' forms the fureft pledge for the liability of (hit 
*' character, which has long adorned, and we trull 
*' will ever adorn, the envied name of Briton." 

The Engraving of Alserok i annexed is made 
from a portrait of that extraordinary per fan, by 
Trevisani, in the poileflion of the Duke of 
EEAi'FortT, at Badminton near Bath, which was 
prekntcd by his Eminence himlelf to his Grand- 
father. 

The View of San Marino is taken from a- 
(ketch made upon the fpot by Mr. Wilson, the 
celebrated Landfcape- Painter, in 1751, when hs 
travelled, through Italy in company with Mr. LocC 
e* Nprbgry,Park. 



A N N E, 

tiUEEN OF ENGLAND. 

WHEN the hufband of this Princefs, George 

Prince of Denmark, joined King William, James 

the Second merely- faid, " What, has the little Eji- 
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" ilpdffible left me at laft ?" But when he heard 
of Anne's de&diort he Aid, « Good God, am I 
€ * then abandoned by my children ?" 

It appears by the Memoirs of the times, that 
Arii&e was very anxious that no vibienCe (hdiild be 
offered to her brother's life, when he fought m 
the French army againft thofe of the Allies* Had 
this Princefs lived longer, great efforts would moil 
fffobabty have been made to place him oppb the 
throne of thefe kingdoms after her death. . Tbt 
Duke of Marlborough and Lord Bolingbroke were 
.well aflfe&ed to his fucceffion ; Lord Oxford was 
toavering. 

Sarah Duchefs of Marlborough, in her 
" Opinions," fays, u The Quteffs jourriey to 
u Nottingham was purely accidental b«t occa- 
" fioned by the great fright (he was fa wbea 
*< King James the Second returned to SaUlbtuyi 
#( upon which flu? laid (he would jump out of the 
" window rather than fee her father ; and upon 
" that lent to the Bifhop of London to conuik 
" with others what (he (hotdd do, who carried 
u her into the City, and from thence to Notttng- 
*' ham. She was never expenilve, but laved 
u money out of her 50,000!. a year, which, after 
" (he came to the crown, was paid to Prince 
cc George of Denmark, which was his by right. 
" She made no fooli(h buildings, nor bought one 
" jewel in the whole time of her reign." 

SARAH, 
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" thus adopting in her infancy that politick. 
" beroifin, that was deftined,by firm and majefticlc 
" Heps, to conduct her manhood and maturity to 
" the fair fovereignty of contenting Nations. 

** Both in their origin and in their progrefs, 
" Rome and St. Marino form the natural objedts, 
*' not indeed of a companion, but ot a ftriking 
" contraft; and comprefled as is the latter Re- 
" publick between the dominions of the Pope and, 
" thofe of the Grand Duke, to wbofe fubje&s 
" St. Marino is bound to allow a free paflage 
" through its territory, its citizens would deferve 
" ridicule or pity, did they aSaSt the character, 
" or imitate the maxims, of thole magnanimous 
" Senators, who, for the fpace of more than two 
«' centuries, fwayed the politicks and controuled 
" fhc feypUuipris of ihe world. Convinced tha^ 
** their independence rcfults from their jnfigmV 
" ficancy, the Senators of St. Marino fmiled, 
V when we read in Mr. ^ddifoa, * Thefe Ro 
" publicans would fell their liberties (dear to any 
" that attacked them.' We hat) not the indell, 
« cacy to defire them to interpret this fmilej or 
** to (pake ogives any comment upon it, being 
" perfuaded, that, precarious and fhaoowy as their 
» jiberjy is, their rational knowledge and their 
** yirtues have enabled them to extrad from it both 
11 fubftanti.J and pwawment enjoyment, and make 
" them 
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f* them live happier here, amidft rocics and fnows, 
** than are their Tufcan and Roman neighbours 
** io rich plains ^nd warm vallies. 

" To the inhabitants of this little State, the 
u Artngo, the Counpil, the different offices of 
i c magiftracy, innocent rural labours, and military 
" exercifes equally ufeful and innocent, fuppljr 
£ a continual fucceffion of manly engagements. 
P Hopes and fears refpeding the iafety of their 
% > country awaken curiofity and excite inquiry. 
M They read the gazettes of Europe with intereft • 
# they ftudy hiftory with improvement ; in con- 
i* verfation their queftjons are pertinent, and 
¥ their anfwers fatisfa&ory. Contrary to what 
f 4 has been obferved by travellers of other 
f 4 Italians, the citizens of St. Marino delight in 
P literary converfation $ and Mr. Addifon remarks, 
¥ that he hardly met with an unlettered man 
fi* in their Republipk. In fpeaking of Beecaria's 
f* book oq Style, then recently publifiied, one of 
<c the Senators faid, that it was a treatife on ftyle 
*' in a very bad ftyle, abounding in felfe ornaments 
" and epigrammatic gallicifm. Another obferved, 
** he wiflied fhat fafhionable writer, who had been 
f ( commented on by Vojtaire, an author ftill more 
f* fafhionable and more pernicious than him- 
f 4 felf, would confine himfelf to fuch harmlefs 
f topics as rhetoric and ftytej for his book on 

41 Crimes 
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« mi; 
* I MUST tttocible ^o# #tth ftf thanks for tr* 
*« fevoufof youf fvto 6bfigiftg letters, and fi^ foorf* 
■* whkb ttiake* ft the more foi 

* I to, sit, #i# regard,- 

* Your bioft htrtnbk §ef*anti 

** I Beg my humble dbty to the Prince t and 
*** msiiiy thanks kit the h6nfcur of enquiring how 
* I id. 1 airi M the-fame a* 1 have Been this 
f< long timer* very 111.** 

During the preparatrofis for the trial of Harlty 
Earl of Oxford* a relation 6f his went to rife 
Duchefe of Marlborough, wi9> a copy of a letter 
which the Duke had written: t6 the Pretendeh 
She taking the letter from him, and reading it, 
tore it to pieces. He then flteWed her the origi- 
nal. The trial foon after was flopped* on a fup- 
pofed mifunderftanding between the Houfes of 



' *'« . Lords and Commoris* 

*v 
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in the fetter pirt of hi* lift! tefidad at Dotfti flail, 
£fiex, and amufod himftlf with a fel<$<$ patty of 
friends at any kind of ttdftfeftfe that dedurredt Sic' 
James Thorfthill was rftert of the party* afid in the 
cvtffiiifg* between dinner and fupper, ufed td make 
drawings of foffi* of Mt\ Prior's guefts. PHof 
t>Ad to Write verfe* unde* therti. Under the Haul 
©f Mr. Timothy Thottia*, Chaplain *> Lord 
Oxford, Prior wrote-^- 

This* phk 9 fc> wftll dtt^fi, ydti 6iay eaily kfidw, 
tt was dob* by a Knight for erne Torti with aft O. 

Under Chriftian the Seal-Engraver's head 
Prior wrote— 

Thk> (toot bycandkiightawd hatard, 
Is roeaat to ibew Kit Chriftian 8 mansard. 

An ingenious and elegant Collector has many of 
ihefe portraits, with the verfes under them in 
Prior's hand-Writing. 

At Lord Oxford's Seat at Wimple (now 
Lord H&rdwlcke's) there hung a fine pi&ure 
of Harley in his "Speaker's robes, with the roll 
of the Bill in tis hand for bringing in the pre- 
fent familyi which, if 1 mi'ftake not, was done 

toL, iu * by 



V 



gas; akkcpotbsof soh» 

by his calling vote. In aHufion to Har ley's 
being afterwards fent to the Tower, Prior wrote 
with a pencil on the white fcroll, — " Bill paid 
" fuch a day." 

He, like many an Ex-Minifter, became hypo- 
chondriacal in the latter part of his life ; his active 
mind, not having any pabulum to feed it, began 
to prey upon itfelf. He became deaf, or at lealt 
thought himfelf fo. When fomc one afked him» 
whether he had ever obferved himfelf deaf when 
he was in office : " Faith," replied he, " I was 
" then fo afraid of my head, that I did not attend 
" very much to my ears." 

Prior kept his Fellowfhip of St. John's College, 
Cambridge, to the laft. " The falary," laid he, 
" will always enfure me a bit of mutton and a 
* clean fhirt," Prior (who had been Minifter- 
Plenipotentiary) printed his Poems by fubfcriptiofi 
in the latter part of his life for fubliftence: he 
made two rhoiifand pounds by them. It is lingu- 
lar enough that he fhould have been recom- 
mended to Queen Anne to be her Ambaffadoi' at 
the Court of France, as being very converfant in 
matters of trade and commerce. Prior was a very 
high-bred man, and made himfelf peculiarly 
agreeable to Louis XIV. by this talent. He 
p relented his College with a picture of himfelf, in 
a very fine brocaded fuit of clothes ;— -he tbere 

" has 
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has Very much Pair noble. This Pifturc has never 
been engraved. 

The late excellent Duchefs of Portland had 
five Dialogues of the Dead in MS. written by 
this celebrated Ppet *. One was between Charles 
the Fifth and Clennard the gfammarian ; another 

• Prior's Dialogues ill the Duchefs of Portland's poffef- 
fion are thus defcribed in the Preface to Nichols's " Col- 
41 le&ion of Poems/' 

" The late Recorder of Cambridge [Pont] had feen 
41 fome MS. Dialogues of the Dead of Prior's ; the/ 
44 Were profe, but had verfe intermixed freely \ and the 
" fpecimen, 1 heard, proved it. The dialogue was be- 
" tween Sir Thomas More and the Vicar of Bray. You 
•*' mud allow that the characters are well chofen ; and the 
" fpeakers maintain their refpeetive opinions fmartly : at 
** laft the Knight feems to come over to his adverfary, at 
" lea ft fo far as to allow that the doctrine was convenient, 
'* if not honourable ; but that he did not fee how any 
" man could allow himfelf to a£t thus J when the Vicar 
" concludes; Nothing ea fie r, with proper management; 
** &c. You muft go the right way to work--* 

« For Conference, like a fiery horfe, 
" Will ftumble, if you check his courfc : 
** But ride him with an eafy rein, 
'«' And rub him down with worldly gain, 
** He'll carry you through thick and thin, 
" Safe* although dirty, to your inn.'* 

14 I'his ccrtaFrily is ftcrling ff rife." 

x 2 between 



JOt AHECDQTIB W SOME 

between Sir Thomas Mofre and the Vicar of fhtof | 
another, I believe,, between Oliver Cromwell and 
his Porter. They are f«d to abound in readinefi of 
repartee and Hvelinefc of remark. It it to b* 
hoped that they wiH be publifhed. 



GR4NVILLEy 

lOftD LANSDOWNE. " 

THE following letter was written by thi* 
elegant Nobkaian to his Nephew, on his taking 
orders. 

" MY DEAR' NEPHEW, 

" WHEN I look upon the date of your lad 
" letter, I mttft own myfeif blameable for not 
" having fooner returned you my thanks for it. 

w I approve very well of your refclution of 
" dedicating yourfelf to the fervice of God : you 
" could not chufe a better mafter, provided you 
" have fo fufficiently fearched your heart as to be 
" perfuadod you can ferve him well : in fo doing* 
" you may fecure to yourfelf many bleffings in- 
" this world, as well as a fure expectation in the 
c< next. 

" There 
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44 There is one thing which ! perceive y«i have 
* not yet thoroughly purged yourfelf from) which 
41 is flattery : yotr have beftowed fo much of that 
41 upon me in your letter, that 1 hope you have no 
" more left, and that you meant it only to take 
4< your leave of fuch flights of fancy, which, hoW- 
44 ever well meant, oftener put a man oat of coun- 
4* tenance than oblige. 

tt You are now become t fearcher after truth: I 
44 (ball hereafter take it more kindly to be juftly 
4C reproved by you, than to be undrfervedJy com- 
44 plimented. 

+ I would not have you underhand me as if I 
44 recommended to you a four Prdbyteriart feve- 
** rity; that is yet $nore to be avoided. Advice, 
" like phyfic, fliouid be fo fweetened and prepared 
H as to be made palatable, or nature may be apt to 
44 revolt againft it. Be always fincere, but at the 
u fame time always polfte. Be humble, without 
u defcending from your chara&er ; reprove and 
44 correxSS, without offending good- manners : to 
44 be a cynic is as bad as to be a fycophant. You 
u are not to lay aiide the gentleman with your 
44 fword, nor to put on the gown tor hide your 
44 bfrth and goor}-breedtng, but to adom it. 

44 Strch has been the mafreedf the world from 
14 the beginning, that pride, avarice, anrfam- 
t* bition, have been charged upon the priefthood 

X 3 H j n 
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*' in all ages, in all countries, and in all religions : 
'* what they are moft obliged to combat againft 
" in their .pulpits, they are mdft accufed of encour 
<( raging in their conduct. It behoves you there- 
«' fpr^ to be more upon your guard in this, than 
H in any other profeffion. Let your example con- 
u firm your do&ring ; and let no man ever have 
*f it in his power to reproach yop. with pra&iiing 
c< contrary to what you preach. 

<( You had an uncle, Dr. Denis Qranville, Dean 
" of Durham, whofe memory I fhall ever revere $ 
tl make him your example. Sanftity fat fo eafy, 
44 fo unafjeded, and fo graceful upon him* that in 

V him we beheld the very • beauty of holinefs :? 
" he was as phearful, as familiar, and condefcendT 
" ing in his converfation, as he, was ftridt, regu-r 
4C Jar, and exemplary in his .piety j a$ well-bred 
" and accomplHhed as a courtier, as reverend and 
c( venerable as an apoftle : he wa$ indeed in every-r 
" thing apoftolical, for he abandoned all to fol- 
c< low his Lord and Matter. May you refemble 
€< him ! May he revjye in you ! May his fpirit 
•f- defcend upon you, as Elijah's upon Eliflia 1 
u And may the great God of Heaven, in guiding, 
<* direding, and ftrengthenjng your pious refold 
« c tions, pour down his bed and choiceft bleffings 

V ujponyou! 

"Y°4 



/ 
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« You will ever find me, dear nephew, your 
" moft affectionate uncle, and fincere friend, &c. 

" LaNSDOWPjE." 

Lord Bacon, whofe great mind pervaded every 
object of art and of nature, (ays finely, in fpeaking 
of fermons, " Wines which at the firft treading 
• c run gently, are pleafanter than thofe which are 
" forced by the wine*prefs, for thefe tafte of the 
u ftone, and of the hufk of the grape : fo," adds 
he, " thofe do&rines are exceedingly wholefome 
** and fweet, which flow from the Scriptures gen* 
<c tly preffed^and are not wreftedinto jcontroverfies 
• <c and common-places." 

Our Clergy are too apt, in their difcourfes, to 
jaife doubts agajnft that religion they fhould merely 
teach. li They raife doubts" (according to the laft 
excellent Charge of the present Bishop of Here- 
ford) *. c to perfbns who have very probably never 
" heard of them before; and the doubts of thofe 
" who have had the misfortune to hear them be- 
tc fore, cannot be folved in a difcourfe of half an 
P hour." 



x 4 POPE 
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P O' P E. 

c « AS Mr. Pope," fays Richardfon, <<and myfelf 
a were one day considering the works of St, 
w E vremond, he af^ed me ho w I liked that way of 
** writing in which profe and verfe were mixed 
« together. I fatd, I liked it welk, for that fort of 
'•* oiF-hsn* oecafiona} productions." « # Why/' re- 
plied he, ^ I have fome thoughts of turning out 
* f: feme (ketches I have by me of various accidents 
"** *ih! refleftions in this manner .* 

Pope^lMre many other aic&edjy delicate perfons, 
profefied to be forid of certain difhes merely on 
account of th?ir rarity* A Nobleman, a friend of 
Ms, wher wilhed to correft this difgufting fatting 
in him, q^ade his cook drefe up a rabbit, trufled 
ijp as a foreign bird, tp which he gave fome fine 
name, and feafonecj with fomethlng extremely 
feyoury. The Bard ate of it very heartily, and 
expreffed his reKfli of the tafte of the rtippofed 
painty; and was not a little dtfpfeafed when his 
friend told him the trick he had put upon him. 

Pope, according to Mr. Spence, in his * c Anec- 
*« dotes," defired Sir Robert Walpole to procure 
from the Cardinal Fleury a benefice for his 
Catholic friend the Rev. Mr. Southcote. The 
great and good-humoured Minifter (in fpite of 

the 
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.tbefetire with which Pope hid lalhed Kings and 
Minjftcrs) wrote to the Cardinal, who gave Mr, 
Jowtficote a benefice fomewhere in the South cl 

Jfaree. 

■ ' ■ f ■ 

- .# 

SOP HI J, 

ELECTRES9 OF HANOVER. 

THIS fource of the illuftrious family that has 
feigned over this country for near a century, with 
(Mb happinefe to it and fuch honour to thcm- 
JUves, Is thus defcribed by an Englifh traveller, j 

Mr. Toland, in the year 1703: — " TheEiearefc { 

P is feventy-three years of age* which (he bears 
fVfe wonderfully weH, that had I not many 
. P vouchers, I (hould fcarce dare venture to relate 
** it* She has ever enjoyed extraordinary health, 
P which keeps her (till very vigorous, of achear- 
€€ ful countenance, and merry drfpofition; (he fteps 
** as firm and ered as any young lady, has not 
P one wrinkle in her face, which is (till very 
P agreeable, nor one tooth out of her head, and 
P reads without fpe&acles, as I often few her do 
'P» letters of a fmall chara&er in the duflc of the 
P evening.. She is as great a worker as Queen 
t' Mary (the wife of William the Third) was, 

« and 
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GEORGE THE FIRST. 

THE following account of this excellent Print* 
it taken from a Pamphlet written by Mr, Tolan4 
hi the year 1705. 

w The Eleftor George-Louis was bom m th# 
u ftv 1660. He is a mrddle-frzed, well-pro* 
•* portioned man, of a genteel addrefs, and good 
** appearance. He rs not much addicted to any 
** dnrerfion except hunting. He is referred^ 
u fpeaks little, but judicioutfy. He tmderfltand* 
•* our Constitution the beft of any Foreigner ? 
* c ever knew, and though he is well verfed in the 
«* art of war, and of invincible courage, having 
«* often expofed his perfon to great danger^ in, 
u Hungary, in the Morca, on the Rhine, and in 
u Flanders, yet he is naturally of very peaceable 
•• inclinations. He fs a perfect m^n of bufinefs, 
** exa&ty regular in the ^economy of his reve- 
44 nues, reads all difpatches himfelf at firft hand, 
** and writes jnoft of his own letters. I need 
•* give no more particular proof of his fru- 
«* galky in laying out the public money, than tha* 
•* all the expences of his Court (as to eatings 
•V drinking, fire and candles, and the like) arc, 

vi duly 
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«' duly paid every Saturday night. The Officers 
*• tff his Army receive their pay every month, as 
* likewife his Envoys in every part of Europe ; 
" and all the Officers of his Houfehold, with the 
*< reft that are on the Civil Lift, are cleared off 
4t every half-year," 

This Prince underftood Englifh fo ill, that the 
only method of communication between him and 
one of his Minifters, who could not fpeak French, 
was in l*ad Latin. On coming to the Crown of 
England, he told his Minifters, that as he knew very 
little of the Conftitution and cuftoms of England, 
he Ihould put himfelf intirely in their hands, 
and be governed by them: ** Then," added he t 
«« you become completely ahfwerable for every 
«• thing that I do *." 

This wife Prince knew too well the facrrfices 
of their opinion to that of the Sovereign, which 
Mmifters are but too apt to make in order to pre* 
ferve their fituation ; and he had too much magna- 
nimity to tempt them by their own felfifhnefs and 
defire of aggrandifement to defer to him without 
conviAion, and too much honour to permit that 
they, and perhaps the country itfelf, (bould fuffer 

• " An i<JIe Prince,'* fays the acute Beaumelle, " leta 
49 his Minifters do everything for him. Kings of a mode- 
m rite capacity wifli to be their own Minifters. £ings of 
* fcnhas gptern without Minifters.** 

ia 




! 






3l8 ANECDOTES OF SOME 

in confequeftce of his intcrpofition in a manner 
unwarranted by the Conilitution, which with great 
wifdom takes off all rdponfibility for meafures of 
Government from the Sovereign, and places it 
upon the Miniiters. A German Nobleman was 
one day congratulating this Monarch on his being 
Sovereign of this Kingdom and of Hanover, " Ra- 
" ther," faid he, '* congratulate me on having fuch 
*' a Subjefl in one, as Newton ; and fuch a Sub- 
*t je& in the other, as Leibnitz.-" 



DUKE OF M4RLBOROUG& '[ 

HOW mach better this great Warrior could* 
fight than fpell, the following Letters very plainly' 
evince: 

" Jally the %tyb t 1714. 

*' SIR, • 

« I RECEIVED this day -he favour of your 
obliging letter of the 25 th,- and that I may Itnfi 
no time in obeying your comands, I write this 
in the batting place in my way to Oftende. I 
with you as much happinefs as you can defirey 
and that wee may live to meet in England* 
" which 
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* which will give me many ofertunetys of telling 
" you how faithfully I am 

" Your mod humble fervant, 

« Marlborough/ 9 

H The Dutchefs of Marl, is your humble 

u fervant, and gives you many thanks for the 

" favour of remembering her/' 

• c Monjieur^ 

44 Monf. Bubb, GenUlhome 

44 jtngloife, 

" alaHaye." 

" Sept, $, ijaf. 

c * SIR, 

" THE bearer will acquaint you with what 1 
ic have write, in order to have this bufinefs agreed 
c< friendly (if poffible). I defire the piflars m&j 
" go with my brother, and leave it to your cane 
44 that they be originels* 
" I am, Sir, 
44 Your friend and humble fervant, 

44 Marlborough.'* 

" To Mr. Sandby," 

The Duke was firfr presented by Ws Father to 
be Page to the Duke of Beaufort at Badminton. 
His eftablifliment being full, he was introduced 
to the Duchefs of York, James the Second's firft 

wife, 
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wifely which means his fitter became acquainted 
with James the Second ; and perhaps, no left, to 
this circumftance thart to that of his poffeffing very 
great military talents, we may attribute the great 
degree of favour in which he was held by that im* 
fortunate Monarch. Turennej in wbofe army he 
was. a volunteer, fpeaks of him as a young man 
that was likely to make a figure in the military 
prpfeffion. 

The Duke, though no epicure himfelf, had, in 
common wich Louis XIV. a pleafure in feeing 
others eat, and whert he was particularly pleafed 
exercifed this pleafure, though it coil him fome* 
thing. Lord Cadogan ufed to fay* that he re- 
membered feeing the Duke completely out of 
humour o»e day, a thing very unufual with him* 
and much agitated : in the evening, however, a 
meflenger arrived, who brought him fome news 
which he liked. He immediately ordered the mef- 
fenger to be placed in fome place where no one 
could fpcak to him, and ordered his coach to b£ 
opened^ and fome cantines to be taken out, con- 
taining fome hams and other good things, and 
Spread before fome of the principal Officers," he 
looking on afid tailing nothing. 

Of the wonderful avarice of this very great mart* 
die late Lord Bath ufed to tell the following ftory t 
Himfeii and his brother* General Pulteney (wha 

had 
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had been Aid-du-Camp to the Duke in Flanders) 
Were playing at cards at a hoiife in Bath, at that 
tiirie known by the name of Weftgate-Houfe, and 
which then happened to be the lodgings of Lord 
bath. The Duke had loft fome money, and on 
going away defired General Pulteney to lend him 
fixpence to pay his chair-hire. This he of courfe 
did, and wheri the Duke had left the room, Lord 
Bath faid to his brother, " I would venture any 
" fum, now, that the Duke goes home on foot. 
il Do pray follow him out." The General fol- 
lowed him, and tb his aftonifhment faw him walk 
home to his lodgings. 

This great man was completely under the ma* 
nagement of his wife, as the following ftory, well- 
known in his family, evinces. The Duke had 
noticed the behaviour of a young Officer in fome 
engagement in Flanders, and fent him over to 
England with fome difpatches, and with a letter 
to the Duchefs, recommending him to her to pro- 
cure a fuperior Commiflion for him in the army. 
The Duchefs read the letter, and approved of it, 
but afked the young man where the thoufand 
pounds were for his increafe of rank. The young 
man blufhed, and faid that he was really matter of 
no fuch fum. " Well, then," faid fhe, " you 
u may return to the Duke." This he did very 
foen afterwards, and told him how he had been 

vol. ii. y received 
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received by the Duchefs. The Duke laughingly 
fa id, c; Well, I thought that it would be fo 5 you 
44 (ball, however, do better another time ;" and, 
prefenting him with a thoufand pounds, fent him 
over to England. The laft expedition proved a 
fuccefsful one. 

The Duke was talking one day before Priuce 
Eugene of his regard for his Queen (Anne). 
a Regina Pecunia" faid the Prince, in a whifper 
to fome one that fat near him. 

The Duke of Marlborough at his death left 
Prince Eugene his fword. On receiving this 
mark of his rival's great and. fond efteem for him, 
he immediately drew it out of the fcabbard, and 
flourifhing it faid, " Voila Pepee que j'ai fuivie par 
* 4 tQute cette longue guerre" 

The Duke of Marlborough poflefled great 
command of temper, and never permitted it to be 
ruffled by little things, in which even the 
greateft men have been occafionally found un- 
guarded. — As he was one day riding with Com- 
miflary Marriot, it began to rain, and he called to 
his fervant for his cloak. The fervant not bringing 
the cloak immediately, he called for it again. The 
fervant, being embarraffed with the ft raps and 
buckles, did not come up to him. At laft, it raining 
very hard, the Duke called to him again, and 
afked him what he was about that he did not bring 

his 
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his cloak. 4< You muft ttay, Sir,*' grumbles the 
fellow, " if it rains cats and dogs, 'till I can get 
u at it." The Duke turned round to Marriot, and 
(aid very coolly, c< Now I would not be of that 
'«* fellow's temper, for all the world." 

The Duke had a mod exquifite perfon and a 
Very fqueaking voice. Pope repeated to Bifliop 
Warburton fome lines he had made on the Duke 
of Marlborough, in which, malignantly enough, 
he made him, cc in accents of a whining Ghoft," 



■lament the fon he loft. 



Lord Bolingbroke, with greater dignity of mind, 
when fome of his French friends were thinking to 
pay their court to him by blaming the Duke for 
his avarice, replied to them, u I am the laft perfon 
€i in the world to be told of this. I knew the 
<c Duke of Marlborough better than any of you. 
u He was fo great a man that I have entirely for- 
cc gotten all his failings." 

Lord Bolingbroke with the fame dignity of 
mind, late in life, gave an equal teftimonyin print 
to the merit of this great man. In the Eighth 
Letter on the Study of Hiftory he fpeaks of him 
in the following manner : 

44 I take with pleafure this opportunity of doing 
u juftice to that great man, whofe faults I knew, 

y 2 « whofe 




" " 1 greateft G"""* * or perhaps -9 
44 as tne & country* 

(wo. to » fo, S *,_»)<. to bi. '• "V „_„ Will 
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purfeamongft them, he got out of their hands, w ith 
Joud huzzas and acclamations *• 

Lord Peterborough was cut for the ftone at 
Briftol. The Surgeon (as ufual) wifhed to have 
him bound. He refufed ; the Surgeon perfifted ; till 
at laft he told the Surgeon, that it (hould never be 
fcid th^at a Mordaunt was ever feen bound. " Do 
V your beft, Sir." He then ordered the Surgeorj 
to place him in the pofition mod advantageous for 
the operation, and in which he remained without 
flinching till it was over* In three weeks after- 
wards he was at Bevis Mount. 

The Earl was fo acYive a traveller, that Queen 
Anne's Minifters ufed to fay, that they wrote at 
him, and not to him. He faid of himfelf, that he 
believed he had feen more Kings and more pof- 

* The late Lor^ Bottetourt,in pafiing through Glouces- 
ter, foon after the Cyder-tax, in which he had taken a 
part that was not very popular in that country, observed 
himfelf burning in effigy in one of the ftreets of that 
city. He flopped his coach, and giying a purfe of guineas 
to the mob that furrounded the fire, faid, '* Pray, Gen-? 
*' tlemen, if you will bum me, at leaft do me the favour 
" to burn me like a Gentleman. Do not let me linger; 
" I fee that you have not faggots enough." This good- 
humoured and ready fpeech appeafed the fury of the peo- 
ple immediately, and they gave him three cheers, and 
permitted him to proceed quietly on his journey. 

x 3 tUlions 
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tillions than any perfon whoever. He left behind 
him in manufcript the Memoirs of his own Life, 
in which he feems not to have fpared his own 
chara&er, and which, from delicate regard to his 
reputation, his amiable and elegant widow con- 
iigned to the flames. 

Lord Peterborough was a man of frolic. 
Richardfon, in his Anecdotes, fays, u The great 
c< Earl of Peterborough, who had much fenfe, much 
u wit, and much whim, leaped out of his chariot 
<c one day, on feeing a dancing-mafter, with pearl- 
u coloured fillc ftockings, lightly ftepping over 
u the broad ftones, and picking his way, in ex- 
u tremely dirty weather, and ran after him (who 
<c foon took to his heels) with his drawn fword, 
€i in order to drive him into the mud, but into 
<€ which he of courfe followed himfelf." 

Dr. Freind, in his account of Lord Peter- 
borough's conduit in Spain, fays, " he never fent 
cc off a detachment of one hundred men without 
c< going with them himfelf." Of his own cou- 
rage Lord Peterborough ufed to fay, that it pro- 
ceeded from his not knowing his danger ; in this 
agreeing with Turenne, that a coward had only 
one of the three faculties of the mind, " appre- 
" henfion." 

Lord Peterborough, when he lodged with 
Fenelon at Cambray, was fo charmed with the 

/ virtues 
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virtues and talents of the Archbifhop, that he 
exclaimed at parting, " If I ftay here any 
** longer, I fljajl become a Cfrriftian in fpite of 
W-myfelf." 

When he was in Spain, the remittances from 
England not coming to his troops, he fupplied 
them for fome time with money from his own 
pocket. 

Speaking of himfelf and the French General 
who oppofed him in the bufinefs of the Spanifh 
Succeflion, hefaid, " Comme nous fommes des grands 
* c dnes pour combattre pour ces deux gros benets !" 
alluding to the characters of the two competitors 
for the Spanifh monarchy. 

Lord Peterborough was afked one day by a, 
Frenchman, if we had the ceremonies of the co- 
ronation of a king amongft us. — " Sacre t'on les 
€( Roi cbez vousy my Lord ?" " Oui 9 " replied 
the witty Peer; " on les /acre et on les majfacrq 



PRINCE EUGENE. 

THIS great General was a man of letters: he 
was intended for the Church, and was known at 
the Court of France by the name of the Abbe de 

y 4 la 
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la Savoie. Having made too free in a letter with 
fome of Louis the Fourteenth's gallantries, h^ 
fled out of France, and ferved as a volunteer in 
the Emperor's fervice in Hungary againft the 
Turks, where be foon diftinguifiied himfelf by his 
talents for the military art. He was prcfented by 
the Emperor with a regiment, and a few years af- 
terwards made Commander in Chief of his ar- 
mies. Louvois, the infolent War Minifter of the 
infolent Louis XIV. had written to him to tell 
him that he mult never think of returning to his 
country : his reply was, c4 Eugene entrera un jour 
<c en France en depit de Louvois et de Louis." 
In all his military expeditions he carried with him 
Thomas a Kempis de Imitatione. He feemed to be 
-of the opinion of the great Guftavus Adolphus, 
King of Sweden, u that a good Chriftian always 
" made a good foldier," Being conftantly bufy, 
he held the paflion of love very cheap, as a mere 
amufement, that ferved only to enlarge the power 
of women, and abridge that of men. He ufed to 
fay, " Les amour cux font dans la fociete que ce les 
u fanati que s font en religion" 

The Prince was obferved to be one day very 
penfive, and on being afked by his favourite 
Aid-de-Camp on what he was meditating fo 
deeply ; " My good friend," replied he, " I am 
** thinking that if Alexander the Great had been 

* c obliged 
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** obliged to wait for the approbation of the 
tc Deputies of Holland before he attacked the 
<c enemy, how impoifible it would have been for 
* c him to have made half the conquefts that he 
« did." 

This great General lived to a good old age, 
and being tarn Mercurio quam Martin " as much 
c< a Scholar as a Soldier," amufed himfelf with 
making a fine collection of books, pictures, and 
prints, which are now in the Emperor's collection 
at Vienna. The celebrated Cardinal Paflionei, 
then Nuncio at Vienna, preached his funeral fer- 
mon, from this grand and well -appropriated text of 
Scripture : 

u Alexander, fon of Philip the Macedonian, 
* c made many wars, took many ftrong holds, went 
€i through the ends of the earth, tock fpoils of 
" many nations : the -earth was quiet before hinu 
<c After thefe things he fell fick, and perceived 
** that he fliould die." — Maccabees. 



MARSHAL SAXE. 

TO the honour of the humanity of this great 
General, the following ftory, told of him by 

JVLdc 
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M. de Senac, his Phyfician, ftiould be mentioned. 
The night before the battle of Raucour, M, 
de Senac obferved his illuftrious patient very 
thoughtful, and afked him the reafon of it ; when 
he replied in a paflage from the " Andromaque" 
of Racine, 

Songe, fongt) Senac, a cette nuit cru/:lle 9 

Qui fut pour tout un peuple unenuit et erne lie. 

Sjtige aux cris des vainqucun, Jonge aux en's cles mou- 

rans t 
Dans la flamme etouffes fous lefer expirans : 

Think, think, my friend, what horrid woes' 

To-morrow's morning mull difclofe 

To thoufands, by Fate's hard decree, 

The laft morn they (hall ever fee. 

Think how the dying and the dead 

O'er yon extanfive plain (hall fpread ; 

What horrid fpe&aclcs afford, 

Searched by the flames, pierced by the fvvord : 

€i and added, Et tous les foldats n'enfavoient rlen 
cc encore — And all thefe Soldiers knew nothing at 
c< all of what was to happen." 

The following Letters were written by Marfhal 
Saxe to M. D'Ecn de Tiflc, Ccnfor Royal, and 
Secretary to the Regent Duke of Orleans. They 
&re permitted to embellifh this Collection, by 

the 
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Ihe kindnefs of the Chevaliere D'Eon, niece 
to the perfon to whom they were addrefled. 

<c MONSIEUR, 

** JE vous prye elnftan mant de preter une 
44 atanjion favorable zfe que Mile. Sommerville * 
44 vous dira, il ma paru quon la vexe & fait une 
i4 bonne fille, a qui je feres charme de randrt 
cc fervtffiy foiez perfuades que Ion fauret aitre plus 
44 parfaitement, 

" Monfieur/ 
44 Votre tres humble & tres oheiffmt ferviteur, 

44 Maurice de Saxe." 
* € A Paris le Mardis 
4< dernier s de Juillet, 
" 1 740.° 

cc a • 

44 JE vous prye d*aitre perfuades, Monfieur, 
44 que Ton ne fauret aitre plus fenfible que je le 
<c fuis au marques de votre fouvenir & de votre 
14 amities^ elle me /eras toujour chere, & mais 
<c fucfais acquiereront de nouvos agremens pour 
44 moy. Cantjefaures que vous vous y einterejfes, 
V Ton fauret aitre plus parfaitement, 
44 Monfieur, 
14 Votre tres humble & tres obeiflent ferviteur, 

44 Maurice de Saxe." 

* An A&refs of the French Opera. 

Marflial 
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Marfbal Saxe was a Lutheran : and his body 
could not therefore be buried in any of the Catholic 
churches in France with the ufual ceremonies 
attendant on the funerals of great men. This 
made the Queen of Louis the Fifteenth fay, with 
fome archnefs, *< What a pity it is that we cannot 
cc fing one D* Pmfundis to a man who has made 
*f us fing fo many Te Deums" 

Of the greatnefs of Marfhal S axe's courage who 
can doubt ? yet his friends faid of him, that he 
would never * fight a duel > that he always looked 

under 

* A greater degree of ridicule was never thrown upoij. 
duelling than by the following (lory, which Dr. Sandilandf 
tokl to Mr. Richardfon, jun. 

** Colonel Guife going over one campaign to Flanders t 
*' obferved a young raw Officer who was in the fame 
'* vefiel with him, and with his ufual humanity told him, 
** that he would take care of him, and conduct him to 
" Antwerp, where they were both going, which he ac- 
" cordingly did, and then took leave of him. The young 
*' fellow wasfoon told, by fome arch rogues whom he hap-. 
" pened to fall in with, that he muft fignalize himfelf by 
° fighting fome man of known courage, or elfe he would 
•* foon be defpifed in the regiment. The young man faid, 
•' he knew no one but Colonel Guife, and he had received 
** great obligations from him. It is all one for that, they 
•* faid, in thefe cafes. The Colonel was the fitted man 
** in the woild, everybody knew his bravery. Soon 
** afterwards, up comes the young Officer to Colonel 

" Guife, 



t 






DISTINGUISHED PERSONS, 23% 

under his bed every night ; and every night locked 
his chamber door* 



ANDREW FLETCHER, 

OF SALTOUN. 
> 

THIS upright Patriot ufed to fay of the cant 
appellation of his time, Whigs and Tories, that 
they were names made ufe of to cloak the knaves 
of both parties. "Prejudice and opinion," fays 

u Guife, as he was walking up and down in the Coflfce- 

•' houfe, and began in a hefitating manner to tell him, 

" how much obliged he had been to him, and how fenfible 

•' he was of his obligations. Sir, replied Colonel Guife, 

" I have done my duty by you, and no more. But 

" Colonel, added the young Officer, faultering, I am 

" told that I muft fight fome Gentlemac of known refo- 

" lution, and who has killed feveral perfons, and that 

M nobody— Oh ! Sir, replied the Colonel, your friends 

" do me too much honour ; but there is a Gentleman 

** (pointing to a huge fierce-looking black fellow that 

44 was fitting at one of the tables) who has killed half 

41 the regiment. So up goes the Officer to him, and tells 

4i him, he is well informed of his bravery, and that, for 

4< that reafon, he muft fight him. Who I, Sir ? replied 

*' the Gentleman : Why I am Peale the Apothecary."— 

■RUbardfoniana* 

this 
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this excellent man, <c govern the world, to the 
u great darknefs and ruin of mankind $ and 
C4 though," adds he, " we daily find men fo ra-> 
44 tional as to charm by the difinterefted re£U- 
u tude of their fentiments in all other things, yet 
4< when we touch upon any wrong opinion of 
41 theirs (with which they have been early pre*- 
" poffefled), we find them more irrational than 
" anything in nature, and not only not to be 
4€ convinced, but obftinately refolved not to hear 
4t anything againft them." He faid, that when 
he was at fome German Unlverfity, he was told of 
a perfon that was hereditary Profeflbr of Divinity 
there, at which he fmiled. He was anfwered, 
c * Why not an hereditary Profeflbr, as well as an 
44 hereditary King * ?" 

The fpeeches of Fletcher never took up above 
a quarter of an hour, and are filled with matter 
and found rcafoning. The Orators of the prefent 
day feem to think, with Dom' Noel d'Argonne, that 
what they want in depth, they ought to make up 

* " The mod terrible of all calamities," fays the good 
and acute Pafcal, " are civil wars. They muft moft af- 
*' furedly take place, if you pretend to recompenfe merit ; 
t{ for everyone will tell you, that he has merit. The evil 
" then to fear from a fool, who fiiould happen to come to 
" the Crown by hereditary fucceflion, is neither fo great 
*' nor fo certain." — Pen/its de Pafcal, part i. article 8. 

in 
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in length ; and their hearers appear to forget an- 
other obfervation of this acute Carthu^an, c * that 
c > it is furprifing that fince eloquence has begun 
** to be fufficiently known, it iiuuld ftill continue 
* c to dupe anyone." 



SAMUEL CLARKE, D. D. 

A FRIEND of Dr. Johnfon afked him one 
day, whofe fermons were the beft in the Engli/h 
language. " Why, Sir, bating a little herefy, 
u thofe of Dr. Samuel Clarke." This great and 
excellent man had, indeed, good reafon for thus 
highly praifing them, for, as he told a relation of 
Dr. Clarke, they made him a Chriftian. The 
Chevalier Ramfay fays, in one of his letters in-* 
ferted in the Notes upon <c Les CEuvres de 
4< Racine^ — M. Clarke m'avoua quelques terns 
c 5 avant de mourir (apres plujieurs conferences 
<c que favois eues avec lui) co?nb'n n il fe repentit 
u d } avoir fait imprinter fon ouvrage" (his cele- 
brated work on the Trinity). The Do&or's 
neareft relations (fome of whom were living a few 
years ago at Salifbury) always faid, that they had 
.never heard him declare the leaft uneafinefs of 
mind upon this account $ and the elegant and in- 
genious 
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genious Author of the " Eflay upon the Writing^ 
tc and Genius of Pope," when he quotes this part 
of the letter* very delicately prefaces it with fay- 
ing> that it is a circumftance too remaikable to b6 
omitted, and of which fome may be almoft tempted 
to doubt the truth. A filter of Dr. Clarke, 
who died fome years ago, faid* that her brother 
tifed very frequently to difcourfe with her upon 
religious fubjedh, always exprefling his firm belief 
of Chriftianity, yet never hinting the leaft difap- 
probation of anything he had ever written. 

Mr. Samuel Clarke, the fon, was long teiied 
by many of the Doftor his father's friends ana 
weil-wi(hers to contradict the affcrtion cf the 
Chevalier Ramfay refpefting his father 5 thrs^ 
he wa$ at laft brought to do in a paragraph printed 
in one of the newfpapers ; in which, amongft 
other things, he fays, that he attended his father 
with great affiduity in his laft illnefs, and that 
he had never heard him exprefs the leaft alteration 
in his manner of thinking on the fubject of the 
Trinity *'< 

In 

* " As it has been reported, that Dr. Clarke retraced 
•* his principles a long time before his death, and that on 
•' his death- bed he faid that nothing grieved him fo 
♦* much as having pubiifhed his book on the Trinity* and 
•' that he wifked he could lee all his books on that fubjett 

*' burning 
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in die opinion of Dr. Johnfon, Dr.Samuel Clarke 
the moft complete literary chara&er that Eng- 
land ever produced. Everyone mud be inclined 
to be of this opinion, when be confiders what a 
good critical fcholar, tfhat an excellent philofo- 
Jpher, what an acute metaphyfician he was. 
Ambhgft Dr. Clarke's papers was found a letter 
liftiii Sarah Duchefs of Marlborough, offering him 
tfi'Iriffi Bi&oprick, which he refufed 5 and a letter 
Of that great Greek fcholaf Dr. Bentley to him, 
#rtpfeffive of his concurrence of opinion with him 
tipbrV die formation of the tenfes of the Greek 
VerbV which he has fo fully illuftrated in a note on 
tfS Firft Book of his edition of Homer. 

** burning before him ; and as this account has been faid to 
u have been received from his fon : His fon, whofe na*me 
" is here fubfcribed, and at whofe requeft this note is 
" here added, thinks it proper to aflure the Reader, he 
" never knew anything of his Father's having made 
•* fuch a declaration, or of his having ever retracted any 
•' of his fentiments. The falfhood of the report, he 
«* thinks, appears further evident from Dr. Clarke's own 
" Preface to the Third Edition of the above-mentioned 
€< work, a copy whereof was left by him at his death* 
J 1 revife*d prurpofely for the prefs $ and afterwards, in the 
" year 1731, printed and publiihed accordingly from that 
*«"(Jopy. 

April 5, 1773. SAMUfiL CLARKE." 

«« Bp.floADXEY's Works/' Foli6. Vol. III. p. 4*9. 

YOU II. z This 
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This great man was fo chary of. his time; tka< 
he conftantly took with him wherever he went 
fome book or other in his pocket. This he ufcd 
to pull out in company and ready and (cratch under 
the remarkable paflages with his nail. 

Dr. Clarke has been cenfured by fome idle and 
foolifh perfons for playing at cards, and fcfr being; 
occafionally a pra&ical joker. Thofe who make 
this obje&ion only to the perfe&ion of the 
chara&er of Dr. Clarke, do not confider that the 
moft bufy perfons are in general the moil eafilj 
amufed. The Do&or's great and fervid mind, 
wearied with laborious and painful thinking, re* 
quired mere refpite and relaxation from toil, an4 
did not exa£t either the delicacy or the violence oif 
amufement which thofe perfons demand whoft 
f feat bufinefs is pleafure. 



EARL STANHOPE, 

SECRETARY OF STATE TO GEORGE I. 

WHIST ON fays, of this Nobleman^ 
w After he had been fome time a Courtier, 
" I freely aflced him whether he had been able to 
H keep his integrity at Court 5 to which he made 

« me 
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** me no reply, whence I concluded he had not 
" been able to do it, for he would never tell a lie." 
A different inference might be drawn from 
His filence, which probably was occafioned only 
by his difguft at the impertinence of the queftion. 

Lord Stanhope was at Eton School with one of 
the Scotch Noblemen who were condemned after 
the Rebellion in 17 15. He requefted the life of 
his old fchool-fellow (whom he had never feen 
fince that time) of the Privy Coutlcil, whilft they 
were deliberating upon the figning of tfie warrant 
of execution of thefe unfortunate Noblemen. 
His requeft was refufed, till he threatened to give 
lip his place if the Council did not comply with it. 
This menace procured him the life of his aflbciate 
In early life, to whom he afterwards fent a hand- 
Tome fum of money. 

Of fuch advantage, bccafionally, are the con* 
-ne&ions that are formed in public fchools. What 
may profit, may likewife hurt. The gold 
that purchafes bread may purehafe poifon, and 
the feminary that adminifters to virtuous and 
to honeft friendship, may likewife adminifter 
to a fociety in vice and in wickednefs : yet 
everything in human life being but a choice of 
difficulties, it feems wifer to prefer a public to a 
private education, on account of the greater 

z 2 advantages 
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advantage* it holda far th *. A young marcwiff 
toofli aflunedly becone wife, and moft probably 
moee virtuous*, by pubUc than by private 
©deflation' ^ for virtue confifb h* a&ion and ia 
triak 

The Mowing anecdote of the high fenfe of 
honour in two Bto» Boys, is Well known- to many 

.* Qiborne begins his celebrated "Advice to a Son*** 
thus : *' Though I can- never pay enough to your Grande 
'* father's memory for his* tender* care of my. education* 
<r yet I muft obferve in it this miftake, that by keeping 
'* me at home, where I was one of my young Maftersyl loft 
c £ the advantage of my^moib docile time. For> not under* 
" going the fame difcipltne,. I muft needr fall' fhort of 
" their experience that are bred' up in firee-fchools, whc>» 
4,4 by plotting- to rob an orchard, &c. run through all tht- 
* fubtleties required in taking a town, being made by u(e 
" familiar to fecrecy and compliance with opportunity— 
•*" qualities never afterwards to be attained at cheaper rate* 
" than the hazard of all. Whereas thefe fee the danger 
" of trufling others, ♦ and tho rocks they fall upon by too- 
44 obftinate an adherence to their own imprudent refo- 
" Iutions, and all this under no higher penalty than that* 
*' v of a whipping. And,*'' adds he, "if is poffible thifr 
41 indulgence of my Father might be the caufe I afforded? 
*i him fo poor a return for all' his coft. (Children," con- 
tinues Ofborne, «* attain to an exacter knowledge both of 
44 themfelves and of the world, in free and populous 
14 fchoti*, than under a raose folitary education." 

pcribn* 
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perfons who have been educated in that illuftrious 
feminary: 

" Two young men, one of whom was the late 

** Lord Baltimore, went out a-ihooting, and were 

■* dete'&ed in that unpardonable offence by one of 

** the Matters. He came up quickly enough to 

** one of them to difcover his perfon ; the other, 

* c perhaps having quicker heels, got off unknown. 

<c The detefted culprit was flogged pretty feverely f 

<* and threatened with repetitions of the fame 

*' difcipline if he did not difcover his companion. 

<€ This, however, he perfifted in refilling, in 

41 fpite of reiterated punifhment. His com- 

4C panion, who was confined to his room at his 

4i boarding-houfe by a fore throat (which he had 

*' got by leaping into a ditch to efcape the de- 

< c te&ion of the Matter), on hearing with what 

" feverity his friend was treated on his account, 

41 went into fchool, with his throat wrapped up t 

c< and nobly told the Matter, that he was the boy 

* c that was out a-Ihooting with the young man 

11 who, with fuch a magnanimous perfeverance, 

f Jaadrefufed to give up his name. 
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SIR JOHN VANBRUGH, 

WHEN this ingenious Architect had finifhed 
Jjhe noble palace of Blenheim, Scarab Ducheis of 
Marlborough (aid to him., *' Now, Sir John, you 
•• have built us fo fine a houfe, pray who is to* 
• c make the gardens, and lay out the park for us ?" 
*• Your Grace," replied Sir John very acutely, 
** fhould apply to the beft landfcape-painter you 
tt know.", 

The epitaph made for Sir John, 

Lie heavy on him, Earth, for he 

Laid many a heavy load on thee, 

...... t 

is remembered more on account of its point thaij 
of the truth it contains. Size and maffivenefs are 
the requifites to fublimity in Architecture^ and 
Sir John did not, perhaps, pay that regard to the 
diftinfl parts of his great works which Come other 
Architects have done, but he confidered the 
whole : 

Felix opere infummo^ quia poncre fotum 
Scit. 

c< In the buildings of Vanbrugh," fays that 
great Painter and elegant Writer Sir Jofhua 
Reynolds (who with great propriety and acutenefs 
called in the aid of metaphyfics to generalize the 

principles 
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principles of art), " who was a Poet as well as an 
c< ArchiteS, there is a greater difplay of imagi- 
11 nation than we (hall find, perhaps, in any other; 
" and this is the ground of the effect we feel in 
" many of his works, notwithstanding the faults 
C4 with which many of them are charged. For 
€i this purpofe, Vanbrugh appears to have ha,d 
** recourfe to fome principles of the Gothic 
" Architecture, which, though not fo antient as 
" the Grecian, is more fo to our imagination, 
" with which the Artift is more concerned than 
<< with abfolute truth *. 

z 4 "To 

* The effects of the Gothic Architecture were, perhaps, 
' pever better defcribed, than in a MS. Letter which the 
Compiler received a few years ago from a young Gentle- 
man of great genius, and of correct and exquifite tafte. It 
is written from. Beauvais in France, u The Cathedral, 
** the Bifbop's Palace, and the Church of the Virgin in 
W this City, form a very rich affemblage of Gothic gran- 
" deur. The external appearance of the Cathedral is. 
*' heavy, owing probably to its unfiniQied date, and to its 
u wanting that nobleft Gothic feature, a fpire. But 
" within, it unites the great and beautiful in a high de- 
*' gree. It is of a ftupendous length, and the arches are of 
" the moft beautiful Gothic form, highly pointed. The 
f roof wants lightnefs, and has not enough of thofe 
< ( fretted fubdivifions that imitate the entanglement of a 
f* grove, where the fmaller branches meet at top. The 

« Gothic, 
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cc To fpeak of Vanbrugh," adds Sir Jofliua, 
€C in the language of a Painter, he had originality 
" of invention ; he underftood light and fhadow, 
€i and had great (kill in compofition. To fup- 
w port his principal objedt, he produced his fecond 
iC and third groupes or mafles. He perfe&ly 
* c underftood in his art, what is the mod difficult 
** in ours— the conduft of the back-ground, 
** by which the defign and invention are fet 
€< off to the greateft advantage. What the 
cc back-ground is in painting, in Archite&ure is 
€< the real ground on which the building is 
? c ere&ed) and no Architedk took greater care 
** that his Work fhould not appear crude and 
*' hard, that is, that jt did not abruptly ftart out 
*' of the ground without expeftation or prepa- 
€l ration. 

* # i 

€t Gothic Archite&s appear to have made the grove, 
*• which was itfelf the temple of their forefathers, their 
u model, and to have rendered many of its beauties fub- 
<c fervient to their purpofes. A Gothic building has all 
•' the complicated luxuriance of a wood. It poflefles the 
11 fame cohtrafted effects of light and fliade, and gives the 
" fame play to the imagination ; in which refpeft it is 
*' more poetic than the Grecian Architecture, which, 
*' like elegant profe, puts you in immediate pofleflion of 
" its meaning. In the Gothic Architecture, much more 
" is meant than meets the eye," 

" This," 
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u This," adds Sir Jofhua, « is a tribute which 
u a Painter owes to an Archited who compofed 
u like a Painter, and was defrauded of the duo 
€c reward of his merit by the Wits of his time, 
*' who did not under {land the principles of com* 
" pofition in poetry better than he, and who knew 
* c little or nothing of what he understood per- 
** fe&ly, the general ruling principles of Archi- 
" tenure and Painting. Vanbrugh's fate was 
« c that of the great Perrault. Both were the objc&s 
" of the petulant farcafms of fa&ious men of let- 
" ters, and both have left fomc of the faireft mo- 
€i numents which, to this day, decorate their feve- 
" ral countries ; the Facade of the Louvre, Blen- 
" heim, and Caftle Howard." 

Sir John Vanbrugh feems to have been original 
in whatever he did. He was told one day by a 
friend, how like to the Fables of La Fontaine 
his Fables in the Comedy of JE(op were, as to 
ftyle and manner. u They may be fo," faid he, 
c< for aught I know, but I aflure you that I never 
V read La Fontaine." Vanbrugh's dialogue in 
his Comedies is natural and eafy, completely un- 
like the witty though elaborate repartee of Con- 
greve and of Dryden. 
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AARON HILL. 

THIS excellent Man told Savage the Poet, 
that Lord Bolingbroke was the fined (Lientleinan 
he had ever (ccn ; and Savage one day paid Aaron 
Hill the fame compliment, when he had occafien 
to fpeak of hirri tp the late Dr. Johnfon. 

Hill's Tragedy of " Ethel wold" concludes thus, 
with an energy unufual with its Author, art.4 
worthy of Dryden himfelf ; 

Oh Leolyn, be obftinately juft, 

Indulge no pafTion and deceive no truftj 

Let never Man be bold enough to fay, 

Thus far, no farther, (hall my pafTion ftray j 

The firlt arime pad, compels us into more, 

And guilt grows fate, that was but choice before. 

Dom* Nod d'Argonne, the Qarthufian, what 

wrote that exquifite literary Mifcellany, " Le$ 

u Melanges de la Literature far Vigneuil de Mer* 

<l veille" has an obfervation fimilar to thofe linejs. 

u With many perfons," fays he, <c the early age of 

<c life is pafled in fowing in their minds the vices 

M that are nioft fuitable to their inclinations ; the 

u middle age goes on in nourifhing and maturing 

*' thofe vices ; and the laft age concludes in 

c< gathering in pain and inanguifh the bitter fruits. 

u of thefe mod accurfed feeds." 

DR. 
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* 

DR. CHETNE. 

WHILST fome one was talking before this 
acute Scotchman of the excellence of Human 
Nature, " Hoot, hoot, mon, Human Nature is a 
f* rogue and a fcoundrel, or why would it perpe- 
* c tually ftand in need of laws and of religion ?" 

Dr. Cheyne's memory, independent of his me- 
dical and mathematical merit, fhould ever be held 
in veneration by all wife and good men for the 
golden rule of condu& which he prefcribed to him- 
felf (mentioned by Mr. Bofwell in his entertaining 
Tour to Scotland), and which unites the utmoft 
acutenefs of worldly wifdom with the moft exalted 
fenfe of religion : 

" To negleft nothing to fecure my eternal 
" peace, more than if I had been certified I (hould 
" die within the day; nor to mind anything that 
" my fecular duties and obligations demanded of 
4< me, lefs than if I had been enfured to live fifty 
<c years more." 

Ci Religious perfons," fay the MeffieursdePort 
Royal, " are apt in worldly matters to do too 
<c little for themfelves, to aft without fufficient 
<c confideration, and then, by way of correcting 
4C themfelves, and excufing themfelves to others, 
w to impute the neceflary ill confequences of their 

" imprudent 
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< 4 imprudent and foolifh conduit to the decrees of 
44 Providence. Men of the world in general are 
44 flower in deciding, and weigh in a nicer balance 
44 what effects their a&ions may produce, without 
reference to religious obligation, and perhaps 
fucceed better in the prefent fyftem of things* 
44 They arc, therefore, in Scripture, faid to be 
wijir than the children of light." 



41 
4C 



41 



DUKE OF WHARTON. 

NO human being ever commenced bis career 
with fairer profpe&s of happinefs than this unfor- 
tunate Nobleman. He was no lefs diftinguilhed 
for the powers of his mind than for the graces of 
his body. He was educated at home by his father,, 
wbofe great defire was to make him a perfefl 
orator. In this he fo well fucceeded, that ttye 
matter of his fpeeches, no lefe than his manner 
of delivering them, fafcinated every one wh(* 
heard him. The fir ft prelude to his misfortunes 
arofe from his privately marrying a young lady 
inferior to him in birth and in fortune. The 
finishing ftroke was put to them by the too early 
death of his father, when, becoming free from pa- 
ternal reUraint, the Duke gave into thofe various 

cxceiTes 
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rttceffes which embittered the happinefs of his life* 
and at laft brought him to the grave. He foo» 
became, as Mr. Pope fays, 

A tyrant to the wife his heart approv'd, 
A rebel to the very King he lov'd. 

In his travels in early fife with his Tutor, hi* 
Grace picked up a bear's cub r of which he affe&ed 
to be very fond, and carried it about with him : bufc 
when he became tired of his Tutor's company and 
admonitions, he quitted hrm one day fuddenly y 
Feaving his cub behind him, with a note addrefled 
to his Tutor, to acquaint him, that being no longer 
able to fupport his ill-treatment, he thought pro- 
per to quit him ; and that he left him his cub, that? 
he might not be without a companion better fuited 
to him than himfelf. Having difmiffed his Gover- 
nor, he returned to England, where he foon diftin~ 
guilhed himfelf as a fpeaker rn the Hoiife of Peers. 
He made an excellent fpeech on the trial of Dr. 
Atterbury, Bifhop of Rochefter, in favour of that 
Prelate, having been furnifhed with materials or* 
the fubjeft by the Minifter, Sir Robert Walpole, 
whom he induced to believe that he fhould fpealc 
againft the Bifhop. Soon after this be quitted Eng.- 
land and went to Lyons, from which place he wrote 
to the Pretender, then living at Avignon, and 
fent him a prefent of a. very line horfe. The Pre- 

tender* 
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tender, on receiving this prefent, fent one of hii 
principal gentlemen to invite him to his Court, 
where he was received with the greateft refpect* 
and had the Order of the Garter and the title of 
Duke of Northumberland conferred upon him* 
Thus attached to the party of that unfortunate 
Prince, he came to Paris* where he is thus de- 
fcribed in a difpatch of that excellent and abld 
JMinifter Sir Benjamin Keener 

M The Duke of Wharton has not been fober* 
u or fcarce had a pipe out of his mouth, fince ha 
" left St. Ikiefonfo." 

****** 

u Wharton made his compliments, and placed 
fl himfelf by me* I did not think myfelf obliged 
cc to turn out his ftar and garter, becaufe, as he is an 
44 everlafting tippler and talker, in all probability 
<f he would laviih out fomething that might be Of 
a ufe to me to know ; or at leaft might difcover, 
•• by the warmth of his hopes and expe&ations, 
u whether any fcheme was to be put in immediate 
€ * execution in favour of his dear matter (as he 
•• calls the Pretender). He declared himfelf to 
w be the Pretender's Prime Minifler, and Duke 
•' of Wharton and Northumberland* Hitherto," 

added 
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added he, <c my matter's intercft has been managed 
*< by the Duke of Perth, and three or four other 
u old women, who meet under the portal of St. 
€< Germain's. He wanted a Whig, and a brifk one 
c< too, to put them in a right train, and I am 
<l the man. You may now look upon me a3 
€t Sir Philip Wharton, Knight of the Garter, run- 
" ning a race with Sir Robert Walpole, Knight 
H of the Bath ; running a courfe j and he (hall be 
<c hard pre/Ted, I aflure you. He bought my fa- 
11 mily pictures, but they fliall not be long in his 
** pofTeflion ^ that account is ftill open ; neither 
" he nor King George fhall be fix months at eafe, 
" as long as I have the honour to ferve in the em- 
<c ployment I am now in, 

" He mentioned great things from Mufcovy, 
w and talked fuch nonfenfe and contradi&ions that 
c< it is neither worth my while to remember nor 
c< yours to read them. I ufed him very cavalierc- 

T, 

c< ment 9 upon which he was much affronted—- * 
<c Sword and piftol next day. But before I flept, 
<c a gentleman was fent to defire that everything 
c< might be forgotten. What a pleafure muft it, 
Cf have been to have killed a Prime Minifter !" 

This vapouring, however, of the Duke did not 
laft long : he retired to Spain, where he married 
one of the Queen of Spain's Ladies of the Bed- 
chamber 



/ 



$$t AftBCDOTB* OF SOMfe 

chamber without a fluffing} and was foon after* 
wards feized with a difeafe of languor, occafionea 
by his former excefies, which by flow degrees" 
ended in a premature death at the age of thirty-two; 
A mineral water in the mountains of Catalonia 
appeared for fome time to have flopped the pro- 
grefs of his diforder. He relapfedj however, foon 
afterwards, and in his Way to the fame falutary 
fprings fell from his horfe, in one of the faint* 
ing-fits to which he had been fubjedt, in a fmall 
village, and was carried by fome charitable 
Monks of the Order of St, Bernard into theif 
Convent* where they adminiftered to his neceffi- 
ties in the beft manner they could. Under their 
hofpitable roof he languilhed a Week, and theft 
died* His funeral was performed in the fame 
fimple and cheap manner which the fathers ob- 
ferve to the brethren of their own community* 
Not long before he died he wrote to a friend, to 
whom he fent a MS. tragedy of Mary Queen of 
Scots, and fome Poems, and finiflied his letter 
with thefe beautiful lines of Dryden to his friend 
Congreve: 

fie kind to my remains; and oh defend 
Againft your judgment your departed friend ! 
Let nor. th' intuiting foe my fame purfue, 
But (hade thofe laurels thatdefcendto you. 

Thus 
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Thus died, unattended and unlamented, 
This life of pleafure an4 tbi& foul of whim ; 

too fatally realizing the melancholy defcription of 
the Wits by the celebrated Roger Afcham, in his 
iC 'Schooimafter:" 

•• Commonlie men very quick of witte be aifo 
** very light of conditions. In youth they be 
*• readie fcoffers, privie mockers, and ever over- 
w light and merry j in age they are teftie, very 

' 4i wafpifh, and alwaies over-miferabie* And 
<c yet fewe of them come to any great age, 
4i by tea&n- ef 4heir miforrirred life when they are 
H yonge \ but a great deal fewer of them come Ito 
€ * fhew any great countenance, or bear any great 
*' authorise abroade in the world ; but either live 
*' obfeurely, men wot not how, or dye obfeurely, 
** men mark not when." 

The chara&er of Lovelace in Clariffa has 
been fuppofed to be that of this Nobleman; 
and what makes this fuppofition more likely is, 
that u The True Briton," a political paper in 

, which the Duke ufed to write, was printed by 
Mr. Richardfon. 
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GEORGE THE SECOND. 

■ * • . * 

THIS Prince was very anxious to faye the life 

of Dr. Cameron, againft whom execution was 

^awarded for treafon five years after the a& of 

„ attainder- When he was defired to fign one of 

_ the death-warrants for a fimilar offence, he faid, in 

. the true fpirit of mercy that has ever diftinguifhed 

his illuftrious Houfe, " Surely there has been too 

" much blood already fpilt upon this occafion I" 

This Prince feemed to have none of that love 
of individual and diftinft property which has 
. marked the character of many Sovereigns. His 
, Majefly came one day to Richmond Gardens, and 
' finding the gates of them locked, whilft fome 
decently drefTed perfons were {landing on the out- 
fide, called for the head-gardener in a great paf- 
fion, and told him to open the door immediately : 
u My fubje&s, Sir," added he> *' walk where 
" they pleafe." 

The fame gardener complaining to him one 
day that the company in Richmond Gardens had 
taken up fome of the flower-roots and fhrubs that 
were planted there, his only reply was, (baking 
his cane at him, " Plant more then, you block- 
14 head you." 

PHILIP 
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PHILIP V. 
KINO OF SPAIN. 

7 PHILIP, who was always complaining of his 
health, is thus dcfcribed by one who had frequent 
opportunities of feeing him : 

. " He eats heartily at dinner, goes out every 
" day, afterwards fups more moderately, but 
" takes always a large plate of foup and the whole 
" of a fowl ; fleeps for feven hours profoundly as 
44 foon as. he lays his head upon his pillow, and is 
* never difturbed either by the cough of his Queen 
" (who constantly fleeps with him), or by the 
M entering of her maids into the room, who are 
** continually coming to her affiftance." 
. < Philip was one day much emharrafled by the 
.various accounts that had been given him of fome 
political occurrence by the different Foreign 
Minifters at his Court: " I will, wait," (aid he, 
« till the Englifh Minifter comes" (who at that 
.time was the late excellent Sir Benjamin Keene) : 
•* he is of a country that never deceives/* 
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THIS excellent Frinceis one day obferving that? 
fcer ^u»g¥^V A*. Pyinccfs ^ f ,. » , v had made 
90* ^, jjhc ladies afeouf her ftajftd a long timer 
whilft fhe was talking to ber upoa (brae trifling 
fubjeft, was refolved to give her a practical repri- 
mand forhcr i31-bchaTk>tir tltet ffioufd have more- 
weight, tft an verbal precept. When the Printed 
tfoexefbfe came to her in the eventrig a* iifital to rtad- 
ttther, aridwias drawing herfelf a chair to firdoWn^ 
&£ Qfceeft feidi tt "Nb, rtiy dea** you muff not 
** fit at prefent ^ For I intend to make you ftani 
"^ this eVenrng as long a$ you fuffefced LadjF — ^ 
^ J to remain in the fame pofition.'* 

Bifliop Butler's abftrufe work on the •■-" Analbgy 
"**■ of Religion to Human Nature^ was a fevfcurite- 
book with this Queen. She told Mr. Sale, the 
Onentalilt, that fhe read' it every day at breakfaft ;, 
f fo light did her metaphyseal mind make of that 
bo6k which Dr. Hoadley, Bifliop of Winchefter,. 
"faid he never could look into Without making hi* 
head ache. 
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;' to ROBERT WJtVOlS, ".,-, 

eam, pr OK.FO&». 

'" SIR ROBERT Aifed to fay, hi fpcaKng # 
corruption, c * We Mrnifters arc generally called, 
** and are fometimes, tempters * but we are ofteoer 
'*• tempted.** 

■ * 

When he *quarrcfHed with Lord Sunddrlaiid, he 
"Went into Oppofition ; and on the debate upon the 
capital claufe in the Mutiny Bill, he made ufe of 
'this ftrong exprdfioft, "Whoever gives the power 
'** of blood, gives blood" The queftion being 
carried in favour of Miniftryby a fmall majority, 
' Si?' Robert faid, after the divifion, *«" 'Faith, I was 

* 

** afraid that we had got the queftion ;" his good 
ftnfe perfectly well enabling him to fee, that armies 
•Could not be kept in order without ftrift difciplirie 
and the power of life and death. 

Sir Robert had very exa& intelligence of what 
was paffing at the Court of the Pretender. When 
Alderman Barber vifited the Minifter after Ju's 
return from Rofne, he afked him how his o]d 
iriend the Pretender did The Alderman was 
much furprifed. Sir Robert then related fome par- 
ticulars of the conVeifation, a WeH then, Jack;" 

a a 3 {aid 
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laid Sir Robert, " go and fin no more, left a 
** worfc thing befal thee." 

Soon after the diffolution of the South-Sea 
Company, Sir Robert brought in the Land-tax 
bill, and laid it upon the table, adding, that the 
bill fhould lay there till the enquiry was gone 
through, and the country fatisfied. 

Sir Robert always declared, that he meant the 
Excife fcheme in 1733 as an eafe to the owners 
of land, as an efficacious and cheap method 
of collecting revenue, and as a prevention againft 
fraud. The Oppofition, as a venerable and excel- 
lent Politician has always declared, thought fo 
well of the fcheme, that they held thcmfelvts 
bound in conference not to oppofe it. Lord 
Bolingbrokc, however, fent round to their leaders, 
and aflced them, whether they wifhed that Sir 
Robert fhould be Minifter for ever. " It is," 
faid he, " one of the wifeft fchemes that ever 
" entered into the head of any Minifter, and it is 
" for that reafon you ought to oppofe it. A foolifn 
" fcheme of courfe brings difgrace upon the perfon. 
" who propofes it. So go down to the Houfe of 
*' Commons; call John Bull's houfe his cattle; 
" and talk of the tyranny and oppreffion of the 
" regulations of the Excife." This was done 
fo effe&ually, and fuch a clamour railed amongft 
the 
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<he good people of England, that Sir Robert wa* 
obliged to give up bis very wife fcheme ; which- 
he did in one of the bed fpeeches he ever made.' 
Soon after he was obliged to relinquifh his Excife 
bill, one of the American Governors propofed te 
him- a tax upon America. " Why," replied he* 
44 you fee I have Old England already fet againft 
u me ; do you think that I can wifli to have New 
•*• England fet againft me alfo^" 

The late Lord North told Dr. Johnfon, that Sir 
Robert had once got poffeffion of (ome treafonable 
letters of Mr. Shippen ; and that he fent for him* 
{hewed him the letters, and burnt them before his 
face. Soon afterwards it was neceflary in a new 
Parliament for Mr. Shippen to take the oaths of 
allegiance to George the Second, when Sir Robert 
placed himfelf overagainft him, and fmiled whilfl: 
lie was fworn by the Clerk. Mr. Shippen then 
came up to him, and iaid, " Indeed, Robin, this lis 
« hardly fair." 

Dr. Johnfon faid one day of Sir Robert, that 
kt was the beft Minifter this country ever had ; 
44 for," added he, c; he would have kept it in 
< 4 perpetual peace, if we (meaning the Tories 
44 and thofe in oppofition to him) would have let 
44 him," And what greater eulogium can be 
J>eftowed upon any Minifter, than that his great 
and univer&l aim was to render the country 

A a 4 #f 



of which he is entrufted with the cat*) tranquil 
*M flour iflaing? It fliould be likewifc rernark«4 
t* the honour of this Minifter* that (as that fit* 
jtcioUs and excellent politician the Dean .rf' 
Gloueefter tells us) he took off by one a<5i of par-» 
foment, upwards of one hundredpetty and teizing 
Cuftom-houfe duties. 

>. There is extant a letter of this wife and excellent 
Statefrnan to the Duke of Newcaftle, written 
during the time of the ferment in Ireland refpeft- 
ing Wood's Halfpence* He appears to approY* 
highly pf the plan, but lays, u If after all the 
." Iriih diflike it, I will give it up ; as I wouty 
> ( never wife to oppofe the general fenfe of * 
€i country on any meafure whatfoever." 

During the divifion upon the celebrated Chip- 
penham Election, Sir Robert flood near to the 
worthy Baronet whofe fuccefs on that occafion 
was the caufe of his quitting his fituation of 
Prime Minifter, and faid to him (on obferying a 
particular perfon dividing againft him), " Obferve 
** that fellow, Sir Edward j I fayed him from the 
," gallows in the year . 
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Item* to have been one Of thofe fuperior S^irit^ 
who, irt mercy to Mankind, are permitted (KJcJ^ 
fionally to Vifit this lower world, to revive ©# 
Create Nations, and to decide the fete of Empires* 
The Britift Empire> (inking under the di&bilhjr 
of his immediate prededeflors, foon regained its 
pHftine vigour under' the influence of Lofi 
Chatham* His great mind pervaded every part of 
it, and, like the torch of Prometheus* Mummed *hd 
animated the Whole. Called into power at tW 
fehiddle time of life, and with fome experience* fa 
v the complicated bufinefs of politicks* by the voitt 
of the people, and agiinft the inclination of hft 
♦Sovereign, he never had the infotehce to declare 
with" what rank only of the executive department 
of Government he would do his Country the 
honour and favour to be contented* In 6p£o^» 
fition to the Ministers of his Sovereign, he never, 
from fpleen or from indignation, dared to attempt 
to innovate upon the eftabliflied Conftitution of 
his Country, and, with a view to be a favourite 
with the people, cajole them with the hopes of in 
increafe of their power and of their confeqoettce, 
which he never in his heart intended they fhould 
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poflefs. When Prime Minifter, he never dealt 
out the dignities and emoluments of office to 
perfons merely becaufe they were related to and 
connected with him, and whom he intended to 
direct, from the fuperiority of his underftanding 
to theirs, and from his knowledge of their in- 
capacity to £11 the arduous and impoitant ftatioos 
which, at a very critical period cf the State, he had 
affigned to them. In Council, when a baneful 
influence prevailed, which from jealoufy of autho- 
rity, and perhaps from meaner 'motives, by its 
improper intcrpofition and dangerous interference, 
like the pernicious remora, impeded and court* 
tera<3ed the motion of t\)cc great veflel of Govern- 
ment, he difdained to temporize, and, from views 
of intereft or of fear, to keep the helm which he 
was not permitted to manage as he plcafed. He 
uoblyi and in the true fpirit of the Conftitution, 
declared, that he would be no longer rcfponfible 
for meafures which he was not permitted to guide. 
Of the manlinefs, of the, wifdom, and of (he 
virtue of this declaration v his fellow-citizens were 
fo fenfible, that when his Sovereign, the idol of 
his people, and himfel.f meton an occafion of public 
feftivity, he appeared to divide with the beloved 
Vicegerent of Heaven the applaufes of the multi- 
tude J 

Lord 
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Lord Chatham never degraded his mind with 
that attention to the patronage which his higfr 
£tuatjon afforded, nor divided and diftra&ed bis 
understanding by the minutenefs of detail and the 
meaner operations of finance, which the mod or- 
dinary Clerk in his office could have managed as 
well as himfelf. The great powers of his min4 
were always directed to fome magnificent object. 
He £aw with the eye of intuition itfelf into the 
characters of mankind : he faw for what each man 
was fitted. His fagacity pervaded the fecrets of 
the Cabinets of other Countries ; and the energy 
of his mind informed and infpirited that of his own* 
The annals of his glorious administration will not 
be remembered by the rife of the Stocks, or by the 
favings of a few thoufand pounds, but by the im- 
portation of foreign millions, the fpoil of cities, 
the fack of Nations, by conquefts in every part-of 
the Globe. 

Lord Chatham thought it difgraceful in a Prime 
Minifter, becaufe fome of his colleagues differed 
in opinion from him, to fee armies wafte away, I 

and fleets become ufelefs; to behold money in- * 

effectually fquandered, that had been wrung from 
the fweat of the brow of the poor and of the labo- 
rious; and the lives of thoufands of his fellow- 
fubjecls facrificed to murmuring compliance, and 
to pride that indignantly licks the duft. 

On 
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Oil certain occafions, Lord Chatham fepptfet 
KM* only the opinions of his brethren in office, bufc 
♦veri the prejudices of the Sovereign. The fol- 
lowing anecdote, which was communicated by hts 
Under-Secretary of State Mr. Wood, to a friend 
<of bis, is a (hiking proof of his honefty end firm- 
4*6 of miad. 
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Lord Chatham had appointed Mr. Wolfe to 

*t command at the fiege of Quebec, and as hetokl 

** hira that he could not give him fo many fofc<te 

•-** as he Wanted for that expedition, he would mate 

** it up as well to him as he could, by giving him 

;** the -appointment of all his Officers. Mr- Wolfe 

.1* feotin his Jift, included in which was a Gen- 

«5 tleman who was obnoxious to the Sovereign 

".then George the. Second, for forne advice 

.*'. w^ich, as a military man, he had given to his 

*' fon the Duke of Cumberland. Lord Ugonier f 

~ 4C then Commander in Chief, took in the lift to 

.M the King v who (as he expefted) made fome ©b- 

, 4 * 4 je&ioos to a particular name, and rcfu&d to 

•-*« fign the commiffion. Lord Chatham feat him 

.+* into the clofet a fecond time, with no better 

^fucoefsk Lord Ligonier refufed to go in a third 

** time at Lord Chatham's fuggeftion. He was, 

• **- however, told that he (houkl lofe his place if he 

* l did not 5 and that, on bis presenting the name *o 

*< xhe 



^ tfteBbveieigpv far Ihould tell him the pecatfa* 
!* filiation of the ftate of the expedition, and that 

* in order tp make any General completely 

* refponiible for his condoft, h6 ihotiid be mad«{ 
14 as' mack as poffible, inexcu&bie if. fee does hot 

* fkcceed; and that, in corrfequence, whatever m 

* O&cer, who was cntfufted with any fervfcft "off 
■•« confidence and of confcqttence r defined, (bout* 
** (If poffibie) be complied with. LordLigonier 
** went in a third time, and toid hfe Sovereign 

* what he was directed to tell him. The good 4 
44 fenffe of the Monarch ^completely diformed hi*- 
** prejudice,, that he figned the particular com- 
** miffion, as be was defired." 

>■••■ ' . 

Lord Chatham was educated at Eton, and lit 

mcy. very particular manner diftinguUhed bimfclf at 

that celebrated feminary. Virgil in early life was 

* hts favourite. Author. He was by no iritans a good 
Greek fchokr ; and though he occafionally copied 
.the arrangementandtheexpreffionsofDemofthenes 

with great foccefs in his fpeeches, he perhaps- 
drew them from the Collana tranflatiob of that 
admirable Orator (that book havingbeen frequently 
*feen in his room by a great Lawyer foroe time 
-deccafed )* The fermonfr of the great Dr. Barrow 
and of Abernethy were favourite books with bin?;, 
and of the fermons of the late Mr. Mudge o£ 

v ' Ply 
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Plymouth he always fpolce very highly. He Once 
declared in the Houfe of Commons, that no book 
had ever been perufed by him with equal inftruSioit 
jrith the Lives of Plutarch ** 

Lord Chatham was an extremely fine reader of 
Tragedy; and a Lady of rank and tafte, now 
living, declares with what fatisfa&ion (he has 
beard htm read fome of Shakefpeare's Hiftorical 
Plays, particularly thofe of Henry the Fourth and. 
Fifth. She however uniformly obferved, that 
when he came to the comic or buffoon parts of thofe 
plays, he always gave the book to one of his re- 
lations, and when they were gone through, he took 
the book again. 

Dr. Johnfon fays acutely, that no man is a 
hypocrite in his amufements 5 and thofe of Lord 
Chatham feem always to have born the ftamp of 
: greatneCs about them. 

Lord (Shatham wrote occafionally very good 
verfes- His tafte in laying out grounds was ex- 
quifite. One fcene in the gardens of South Lodge 
©n Enfield Chafe (which was defigned by him), 
that of the Temple of Pan and its accompani- 
ments, is mentioned by Mr. Whatelcy, in his 
#4 Obfervations on Modern Gardening/' as one 
of the happicft efforts of well-dire&ed and appro- 
priate decoration. 

* Lord Monboddo on the Origin of Lan^ua^e. 

Of 
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z Of Lord Chatham's eloquence who can {peak 
that has not heard it ? and who that had the happ*- 
nefs to hear it, can do juftiee to it by defcriptton ? 
It was neither the rounded and the monotonous 
declamation, the exuberance of images, the acute 
fophiftry, or the Attic wit and fatirical poinr, that 
we have feen admired in our times. It was very 
various ; it poffeffed great force of light and (hade; 

. it occafionally funk to colloquial familiarity, and 
occafionally rofe to Epic fublimity. If he crept 
fometimes with Timseus, he as often thundered 
and lightened with Pericles. His irony, though 
flrong, was ever dignified ; his power of ridicule 
irrefiftible ; and his inventive fo terrible, that the 
objefts of it fhrunk under it like fhrubs before the 
withering and the blading Eaft. Whoever heajrd 
this great man fpeak, always brought away 
fomething that remained upon his memory and 
upon his imagination. A vet bum ardens, a glow- 
ing word, a happy facility of expreflion, an appro- 
priate metaphor, a forcible image, or a fublime 
figure, rever failed to recompenfe the attention 
which the hearer had beftowed upon him. 

Soon after Sir Robert Walpole toad taken away 
his Cornet's commiffion from this extraordinary 

. man, he ufed to drive himfelf about the country \n 
a one-horfe chaife, without a fervant. At each 
town to which he came, the people gathen d round 

about 
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about his Carriage, and received him with the 
loudeft acclamations. 

Lord Chatham thought very highly of the effects 

'of drefs and of dignity of manner upon mankind. 

He was never feen on bufinefs without a fuft-drefs 

coat and a tye-wig, and he never permitted his 

Under-Secretaries to fit down before him. 

A General Officer was once? aflced by Lord 
Chatham, How many men he flioukl require for a 
certain expedition? *' Ten thoufand,"' was the 
* afifwir. * c You fhafl have twelve thoufand/' faid 
the Minifter, "and then if you do not fucceed, it 
w is your fault.'* ° 

The original of the charafter of Praxiteles, in 

* 

Mr, Greville's very entertaining book of Maxims, 
is (aid to have been Lord Chatham. 

Wheh Cardinal Stoppani (furnamed in the Con- 
clave of Cardinals 11 Politico) was informed that 
Lord Chatham hadceafed tobe Minifter of England, 
he told an Englifh Gentleman that he could not 
give any credit to it. " What heir," he added, 
u on coming to a confiderable eftate, and finding 
'* it excellently well managed by a fteward, would 
" difmifs that fie ward merely becaufe he had ferved 
*' his predeceflbr i "' 

The late King of Pruffia, in his Hiftory of the 

Seven Years War, thus describes Lord Chatham : 

' " V eloquence it la genie de M. Pitt avoitnt rendu 

" I'idolf 
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* ?W* it la Nation, c'ttoit la nutllturt teit 
" cPAngleUrre. 11 avoit fubjugui la Chathbrt 
f c Bajft par la forct it la pafote. 11 y regnoit, it 
<c en (Uity ptur ainfi itrt) Fame. ParveHu au 
u timon its affairtSy il dppliqna toute Fiteniue it 
a fin gtnit a rtnirt 6 fa fatrit la domination its 
w tntrs 3 tt ptnfant tn granit bommi, ilfut indigni 
" it la Convention it Clofler Seven, qu'il rigatdoit 
** commt Topprobre des Angloisf* 

This great Mifiifter was bortt at Stra*ford 
Souse, at the foot of the fortrefs of Old S arum ; 
an 'Engraving Of which is appended to this Col- 
lection, to fadsfy that grateful curiofity with which 
We ever contemplate the birth-place of thofe who 
have been the friends and the beneftdors of their 
Country. 



ADMIRAL BOSCAJVEH. 

WHEN this great feaman was Appointed to the 
command of a guard -flxip that was ftationed a: me 
Nore, hefentaway feveral of the.newly-preffed 
men that were brought to him, in company with 
fome experienced feamen, in frigates and fmall 
veffels, to the mouths of many of the creeks and 

vol, ir. b b rivers 
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rivers on the coafts of Kent and of Suflex, to guard 
fhofe- countries from an invafion which was then 
projecting by the French *. 

This excellent Officer was fo anxious for die 
honour of the fea-fervice, and for that of himfelf, 
that when Lord Anfon, then Fir ft Lord of the 
Admiralty, refufed to confirm his promotion of 
two Naval Officers to the rank of Poft-Captains, 
in confequence of their having diftinguUhedthem* 
felves at the fiege of Louifburgh, he threatened 
to give up his feat at the Board of Admiralty. 
Lord. Anion however, not to be deprived of the 
advice and experience of this great feamah, though J 
fit to retraft his oppofition. 

In fome French Memoirs Mr. Bofcawen i$ 
reprefented as having, at the fiege of Louifburgh, 
wholly given himfelf up to the direction of a par-> 
ticular Captain in that arduous and enterprizing 
bufinefs. This is by no means true. Whoever 
knew Mr. Bofcawen au fond— whoever was ac- 
quainted with his knowledge in his profeffion, with 

.* " The Admiral is gone in a great hurry to the Nore, 
" where he is fent to command, in order to defend the 
" River and the coafts from an invafion, which it is every 
" day expected the French will attempt. He has thirty 
" Lieutenants and two Captains under his orders, whom 
" he is to employ in fmall veffels to guard the coafts." 

MS. Letters* December 6, 1745, 

his 
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mt powers of refource upon every occafioii, with 
his intrepidity of mind, his manlinefs and inde- 
pendence of conduft and of chara&er, can never in 
the leaft degree give credit to this fooliQi and 
hazarded after tion. The Admiral however, upon 
other occafions, and in other circumftances, de- 
ferred to the opinions of thofe with whom he was 
profeffionally connefted. He was once fent with 
*i command to intercept a St. Domingo fleet of 
Merchantmen) and was waiting neat the track 
which it was fuppofed they would take. One of his 
feamen came to him to tell him that the fleet was 
now in fight. The Admiral took his glafs, and 
from his fuperior power of eye, or perhaps from pre- 
vious information; faid, that the failor was mifta- 
ken, and that what he faw was the grand French 
fleet. The feaman, however, perfifted. The Ad- 
miral defired fome others of his crew to look 
through the glafs; who all, with their brains heated 
with the pfofpeft of a prize,' declared, that what 
they faw was the St. Domingo fleet. He nobly re* 
plied, " Gentlemen, you fhall never fay that I have 
" ftood in the way of your enriching yourfelves ; I 
" fubmit to you ; but remember, when you find 
rt your miftake, you muft ftand by me." The 
miftake was fo6n difcovefed, and the Admiral, by 
fljch an exertion of manoeuvres as the fervice has 
not often feen, faved his (hip. 

B b 2 He 
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He was fo little infe&ed with the fpirit of paftjf 
which, in die fail war, prevailed in our navy, to the 
ruin of the country, and to the difgrace of the 
jprofeffion, that when, on his return from (onto 
expedition, he found his friends out of place, ami 
another Administration appointed, and was afked 
whether he would continue as a Lord of the Ad- 
miralty with them j be replied very nobly, " The 
*< Country has a right to the fervices of its pro* 
* feffional men : fliould I be fent again upon any 
" expedition, my fituation at the Admiralty wiU 
" facilitate the equipment of the fleet I am to 
u command* 9 ' . 

Mr. Bofcawen thought with the celebrated 
Admiral Blake, " It is not for us to mirid State af* 
** fairs, but to prevent Foreigners from fooling us." 

A favourite Captain of his ufed to declare, that 
previous to fome engagement, whilft he was cott-> 
' templating with tranfport the excellence of his 
(hips, and the courage and (kill of their Com** 
manders, he (aid to him, " Admiral, do you think 
" that all your Captains will do their duty in the 
11 engagement V 9 u I truft they will," anfwextd 
he j * € but Lieutenant B. if they do not, the firft 
" perfon that I (hall obferve to fail, I (hall fend 
4i you to his (hip to fuperfede him." 

No greater teftimony of the merit of Admiral. 
Bofcawen can be given than that afforded by the 

late 
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late Lord Chatham, when Prime Minifter of this 
country : " When I apply," faid he, « to other 
a Officers refpe&ing any expedition I rtiay chance 
" to projeft, they always raife difficulties ; you 
« always find expedients." Of Lord Chatham 
Mr. Bofcawen laid, " He alone can carry on the 
« war, and he alone fhould be permitted to make 
«« the peace *." 

The following infeription is on the Admiral's 
monument, in the church of St. Michael Penkevel, 
in Cornwall. It is fuppofed to have been written 
by his excellent and difconfohtc Widow, who 
appears in it to have felt no left fenfibly the loft 
her Country experienced, than that which (he 
herfelf fuftained : 

Satis glori*, fed baudfatis rei public** 
Here lies the Right Honourable 
EDWARD BOSCAWEN, 
Admiral of the Blue, General of Marine*, 
Lord of the Admiralty, and one of his 
Majefty's Moft Honourable privy 
Council. 
• When the Duke of Bedford went over to Paris as 
Ambaflador in 1763, he infilled much on fome point in the 
treaty in which he was oppofed by the French Miniftry. 
He then told them, that if they continued their oppofition 
to it, he fhould immediately return to England, and advife 
his Sovereign to place Lord Chatham at the head of affairs. 
This threat had its proper effect upon thofe who had 
fuffered from the exertions of that great man, and they 
immediately gave up the difputtd point (0 the Ambaffa* dor, 

9*3 His 
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His birth, though noble* 

His titles, though illuftrious, 

Were but incidental additions to his greatnefs,. 

History, 

In more expreflive and more indelible 

chara&ers. 

Will inform lateft pofterity 

With what ardent zeal, 
With what fuccefsful valour, 
He ferved his country $ 
And taught her enemies 
To dread her naval power. 
In command 
Jle was equal to every emergency, 
Superior to every difficulty; 
Jn his high departments mafterly and upright ; 
His example formed, while' 
His patronage rewarded 
Merit. 
\ With thehigheft exertions of military greatnefs| 

,. He united the gentleft offices of humanity; 

His concern for the interefts, and 
unwearied attention to the health 
Of all under his command, 
! Softened the neceffary exactions of duty, 

1 And the rigours of difcipline, 

By the care of a Guardian, and the 

tendernefs of a Father, 

Thus belov'd and rever'd, 

Amiable in private life, as illuftrious in public,, 

I This gallant and profitable fervam of his country, 

When, 
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When he wis begfaaiag to reap the htrrtft 
Of bis foil* and danger*, 
la the full meridian of years and glory, 
. After luring been providentially preferred 
Through cTcry peril incident to his profeflion, 

Died of a fever 
On the toth of Januarys in tKe year 1761, 
The 50th of his age, 
At Hatchjands Park, in Surrey 1 
A feat he had juft nnilhed, at the txpenee ■ 
Of the'enemies of his country | 
And (amidft the groans and tears 
Of his beloved CornUhmcn) was here dcpofittij. 
His once happy "Wife fnlcribes this marble/ 
An equal teftimony of his worth 
And of her aflfeflion. . 



1 f 
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• STR JOSHU4 RETNOLDS. 

THIS eminent Artift was born at Plimpton 
S t. Mai/*^ in Devonibire, in the year 17*3, Hie 
father was a clergyman, and the intimate friend of 
that eminent Dit ioe Mr, Zachariah Madge. Sir 

114 Jo<|p* 
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Joihua wto Yfiy eadj? W Ufe feo* ta a 
fchool, where he m*de ? good proficiency in Latin* 
He was eve* of opinion, that b^s destination of mind 
to Painting was occaftoned by the accidental penj r 
fal of Jtichardfon*s Treatife on that Art when he 
was very young *,. Some JVontifpieces tQ the 
Lives of Plutarch. a/e : ftiJi prefe^ed by his rela* 
tions, as fpeciav<0$ Qf hi& wJ# pssdife&ion for his 
art, and of t}» pcootife tha* he gavo of being emit? 
nent in it. Be became Pifpi} 1 to Mr. Hudfon the 
Painter in 174— *, who^amongft other advice, that 
he gave him, recpmp)ende4 hitp tp, copy Guer- 
chino's drawings This be. did wtjtfr,fiic]& (kill, that 
many of them are wot prefervodin the Cabinets of 
the curious in this country, as the originals of that 
very great mafter. About the year 1750 he went 
to Rome to profecute his ftudies, where he re* 
mained nearly two years,, and employed himfelf 
rather in making ftudies from, than in copying 
the works of the great Painters with which that 
illuftrious Metropolis of the Arts abounds. Here 
he amufed himfelf with painting Caricatures, 
particularly a very large ooet ojf all the Englifl* 
that were then at Rome, in the different atti- 
tudes, of 1 Raphaels celebrated School of Athens, 
Hfc returned tp .England about the year I7$* ? 

an4 

* * 

* §cc Johnfon's I/ife of Milton* 
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and took a houfc in Newport-ftreet, Leicefter 
fields ; to r which latter place he removed (boa 
afterwards, and where he continued till the time 
of his death. Sir Jofhua had fo little of tha 
jealoufy of his profeffion, that when, fome time 
fince> a celebrated Engtifh Artift, on his arrival 
from Italy, afked him where he fhould fct up. a 
houfc, Sir Jofhua told him, that the next houfc to 
him was vacant, and that he had found the fituation 
a very good one. 

An ingenious Critic thus delineates Sir 
Jofhua's profeffional charader : 

(C Sir Jofhua Reynolds was, mod afTuredly, th^ 
*' beft Portrait-Painter that this age has produced. 
*' He poflefled fomething original in his manner 
a which diftinguifhed it from thofe Painters who 
« preceded him f His colouring was excellent, 
« and his distribution of light and fhadow fo gene* 
* c rally judicious and varied, that itmoft clearly 
* c {hewed that it was not a mere trick of practice, 
*• but the refult of principle. In Hiftory Paint- 
« ing his abilities were very refpedable, and his. 
* invention and judgment were fufficient to have 
f enabled him to have made a very diftinguifhed 
«< figure in that very arduous branch of his pro* 
« feffiop, if the exc}ufive tafte of this country for 

« Portrait* 
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** Portraits had not difcouraged htm from ctiltU 
** vating a talent fo very unprodu&ive and neg- 
n lefted. His drawing, though incorrefl, had 
f* always fomething of grandeur in it.- M 

. To bis own pictures might be well applied what 
lie ufed to fay refpe&ing thofe of Rubins : u . They 
€ f referable," faid he, <c a well-chofen nofegay, in 
M which though the colours are fplendid and 
€c vivid, they are never glaring or oppreffive \p. 
+ the eye," 

Sir Jofliua wrote-*--' 4 Difcourfes delivered at the 
** Royal Academy," 2 vols, 8vo. «' Notes to 
•* Mr t Mafon's Tranflation of Dufrefnoy on 
«* Painting," 4to. Papers No. 76, 79, 8?, in 
* l The Idler," on thefubjefl of Painting, werealfa 
written by him j and he left behind him in manu- 
ffcript forne obfervations upon the pj&ures of 
Flanders and of Holland. Sir Jofliua's views iq 
art were always directed to fomething grand. He 
propofed to place his exquifite collection of 
foreign Pictures in the Lyceum,, and to give 
Le&ures upon them in imitation of the Confe- 
rences of the French Academy of Painting under 
Louis the Fourteenth, and to illuftrate by example 
the truth of thofe excellent precepts which he had 
delivered in his Lectures. He was very deflrous 

to 
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to introduce the ornaments of Painting * and of 
Sculpture into the grand though denuded fabric of 
the Cathedral of the Metropolis. He was anxious 
that that beautiful quarry of ftone, no lefs cold to the 
fight than the feel, (hould be warmed and animated 
in parts with the fplendid decoration of gilding. 
He wifhed to make this triumph of the Art of 
Archite&ure, the Cathedral of the Metropolis, the 
Britifh Temple of Fame ; that in this fabric 
National gratitude ihould ere& Monuments to 
thofe diftinguifhed perfons 

Quifui memores alios fee ire metendo t 

fVhofe glorious names for ferviccs performed 
Live in the grateful memory of mankind. 

1 

With much effort, and at great expence, he 
procured a nich in that pjace of diftinguifhed 
fepulture for his friend die Britifh Lexicographer. 



* The plan for decorating the Cathedral of St. Panl's 
with Paintings by the mod eminent Englifh Art ids, was 
flopped by the caution, perhaps necelfary at that time, of 
Dr. Terrick, Btfliop of London. Sir Jofhua, with a muni- 
ficence worthy of the Painter whom in every refpe& he 
rooft refembled, the accompliihed Rubens, intended to 
hare made the Chapter a prefent of a pi&ure of the Holy 
family painted by himfeif* 

There 
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There is ftiU a nkb left in the Britifh Temple of 
Fame for bimfelf, which gratitude, friendthip, and 
veneration for talents,, will in time lupply with bis 
ftatue. 

The following chara&er of this great Artifr, 
$ft given in the Newfpapers foon after his 
Jplendid and public funeral in St. Paul's, is the 
produ&ion of Mr. Burks. It is the eulogtum of 
Parrhafius pronounced by Pericles ——it is the 
eulogium of the greatcft Painter by the mod 
confummate Orator of his time* 

" His illnefs was long, but borne with a. miM 
« and cheerful fortitude, without the kaft mix* 
** ture of anything irritable or querulous, agree- 
cc ably to the placid and even tenour of his whole 
u life. He had from the beginning of his ma- 
" lady a diftinft view of bis diffolutron, which 
cc he contemplated with that entire compofure 
€< which nothing but the innocence, integrity, and 
c ufefulnefs of his life, and an unaffe&ed fubmif- 
Ci fion to the will of Providence, could beftowv 
* l In this fituation he had every confolation from 
** family tendernefs, which his tendernefs to hi* 
44 femily had always merited, 

u Sir Joffaua Reynolds was, on very many 
" accounts, one of the moft memorable men of 

" his 



-% 



•V 



mtf tnrctttsHED Mfcsows. tjtt 

14 his time >— be was the firft Englifinnan who 
44 added the praifc of the elegant arts to the other 

* glories of his country* la tafte, in grace, in 
" facility, in happy invention* and in the richneft 
" and harmony of colouring, he was equal to the 
« great matters of the renowned ages* In portrait 
** he went beyond them; for he communicated to 
" that dcfcription of the art in which Engltfli 
« artifts are die moft engaged, a variety, a fancy* 
tt and a dignity derived from the higher branches, 
44 which even thofe who profefled them in a fope~ 

* rior manner did not always preferve when 
u they delineated individual nature. His por- 

* traits remind the fpedator of the invention 

* of hiftory, and the amenity of landfcape. la 
" painting portraits, he appears not to be raifed 
4i upon that platform, but to defcend to it from a 
" higher fphere. His paintings illuftrate his lef- 
u ions, and his leffons feem to be derived from hi* 
(i paintings. 

u He pofleffed the theory as perfe&ly as the 
" pra&ice of his art* To be fuch a painter he 
" was a profound and penetrating phitofopher. 

" In full happinefs of foreign and domeftic fame, 
M admired by the expert in art, and by the 
« learned in fcience, courted by the great, careflcd 
<c by Sovereign Powers, and celebrated by diftin- 
u guiihed Poets, his native humility, modefty, 

« and 
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f * and candour never forfook him, even on iu£* 
• 4 prize or provocation; nor was the leaft degretf 
<c of arrogance or aflumption vifible to the moft 
u fcrutinizing eye, in any part of his conduct ot 
14 difcourfe* 

<c His talents of every kind— powerful from 
u nature, and not mfcanly cultivated in letters— 
H his fecial virtues in all the relatibns and all the 
<c habitudes of life, rendered him the center of 
€i a very great and unparalleled variety of agree- 
" able Societies* which will be diffipated by hi* 
•• death. He had too much merit not to excite 
" fome jealoufy, too much innocence to provoke 
€c any enmity. The lof& of no man of his time? 
** can be felt with more fmcere, general, and 
€i Unmixed forrow. 

" Hail ! and Farewell ! m 



LORD MANSFIELD. 

THE character of Lord Mansfield was, per- 
haps, never better, certainly never more elegantly 
delineated, than by the pen of the prefeat Bifliop of 
Worcefter, in his Life of Bifliop Warburton. 

iC Mr* 
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" * ** Mr; Murray, afterwards Earl of Mansfield, 
« and Lord Chief Juftice of England, was fo 
u extraordinary a perfon, and made fo great a 
* figure in the world, that his name muft go 
cc down to pofterity with diftinguifhed honour in 
cc the public records of the nation. For his fliinirtg 
u talents difplayed themfelves in every depart- 
" ment of the State, as well as in the Supreme 
u Court of Juftice, his peculiar province, which 
u he filled with a luftre of reputation equalled 
<c perhapf, certainly not exceeded by any of his 
cc predeceflbrs. 

" Of his conduct in the Houfe of Lords I can 

c< fpeak with the more confidence, becaufe I (peak 

<c from my own obfervation. Too good to be the 

" leader, and too able to be the dupe of any 

u party, he was believed to fpeak his own fenfe of 

" public meafures; and the authority of his judg- 

* c ment was fo high, that in regular times the 

c< Houfe was ufually decided by it. He was no 

<c forward or frequent fpeaker, but referved himfelf 

<c (as was fit) for occafions worthy of him. In 

, cc debate, he was eloquent as well as wife, or rather 

" he became eloquent by his wifdom. His coun- 

" tenance and tone of voice imprinted the ideas 

" of penetration, probity, and candour ; but 

"what fecured your attention and affent to all 

" he faid, was his conftant good fenfe, flowing in 

" apt 
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'* apt terms, and in the deareft method. ffd 
** affe&ed no {allies of the imagination, or burfts 
" of paffion ; much lefe would he condefcend to 
u perfonal abufc or to petulant altercation. All 
" was clear candid reafon, letting itfelf fo eafily 
<( into the minds of his hearers as to carry infor- 
*' mation and conviftion with it. In a word, his 
u public fenatorial chara&er very much refembled 
u that of MefTala, of whom Cicero fays, addreffing 
cc himfejf to Brutus, " Do not imagine^ Brutus* 
€€ that for worth, honour, and a warm love of 
* " his country, any one is comparable to Meflala j 
" fo that his eloquence (in which he wonderfully 
u excels) is almoft eclipfed by thofe virtues. And 
a even in his difplay of that faculty his fuperiof 
" good fenfe (hews itfelf moft; with fo much 
41 care and (kill hath he formed himfelf to the 
u trueft manner of fpeaking ! His powers of 
* 4 genius and invention are confefledly of the firft 
u fize, vet he almoft owes lefs to them than to the 
M diligent and ftudious cultivation of judgment." 

" In the commerce of private life, LordMans- 
u field was eafy, friendly, and agreeable, ex- 
c< tremely fenfible of worth in other men, and 
41 ready on ail occafions to countenance and patro- 
" nize it.'* 

Lord Mansfield had been a long time applied 
to by the late Mr. Owen Ruffhead for materials 

for 
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fbr his life, which he intended to write; The modeft 
fend ingenuous Chief Juftice told hira, cc that his 
« life was not of importance enough to be writ* 
€< ten." He added* " If you wi(h to write the 
€c life of a truly great man, write the life of 
•* Lord Hardwicke, who from very humble means, 
" and without family fupport and connexions, 
§< became Lord High Ghancellor of England on 
*' account of his virtue, his talents, and his dili- 
€i gence." 

Some of Lbrd Mansfield's obfervations were, 
tt that cunning was the moft foolifli thing in 
u the world j that we fhould always begin at the 
<( end of everything ; and that in politics, parties 
cc inftead of confidering what ife to be done, 
c< ftruggle orily who (hould do it.*' 

Lord Mansfield, after the determination of 
fome caufe, found reafons to alter his Opinion 
for- the directions he had given to the jury. 
Some time afterwards he faw one of the Counfcl 
to whofe Client his opinion had not been favour- 
able, and defired him to make a motion for a new 
trial. Lord Mansfield was telling this circum- 
ftance one day to one of his Brethren, who 
feemed rather aftonifhed at the cool and eafy man- 
ner in which he mentioned his change of opinion. 
" Why," fays he, " after all, it is only (hewing 
* € the World that you are wifer to-day than yOU 
u were yeftcrday/' 

TOL. II. C c To 
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To fome Military Gentleman who was ap- 
pointed Governor of one of our Iflands in the? 
Weft Indies, and who expreffed his apprehen- 
iions of not being able to difcharge his duty as 
Chancellor of his Province, Lord Mansfield gave 
this advice : " Always decide, and never give 
a reafons for your decifion. You will in general 
•* decide well, yet give very bad reafons for your 
u judgment." 

Raleigh's « Hiftory of the World," Giannone"* 
« Hiftory of Naples/' Duclos* « Hiftory of 
4t Louis the Eleventh -of France," and VatteT* 
*• Law of Nations," were favourite books with 
Lord Mansfield. He wrote fome C€ Directions 
«« for the Study of Hiftory," for the prefent Duke 
©f Portland, which may be feen in The EuJtoPE aw 
Magazine for March and April 1791 ; and 
fome u Directions for the Study of the Law," 
in the fame excellent Repofitory for June in the 
fame year. 

When, to the difgrace of the police and of the 
fpirit of the Country, Lord Mansfield's houfe in 
Bloomfbury Square was burnt, he loft, amongft 
other papers, a fcrap of paper of Lord Clarendon's 
hand -writing to this purpofe : 

c< The Englifh Conftitution is — March, 166a. 

u The Englifh Conftitution is January, 1663. 

« TheEnglifhConftitutionis— •— April, 1663. 

« After 
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* c After fuch repeated recurrences to confider it> 
" I cannot pretend accurately to define it." 

What this great man, perhaps from modefty* 
and perhaps from being placed too near the ex* 
quifite and venerable fabric to furvey its feveral 
parts and dependencies, would not venture to tell 
us, let us hear from Foreigners, who* on com* 
paring their Governments with ours — who, from 
experiencing the inconveniences of their own, 
and feeing the bleffings of our Conftitution, are 
Jefs likely to be prejudiced obfervers, or rapturous 
encomiafts. 

Philip de Comines fays, €t Ou la chofe publiqut 
cc eft mleux traitie^ et ou il y a moins de violence fur 
u le peupky c 9 e/i Jngleterre" 

The celebrated C4 Encyclopedic Methodique" of 
the French^ that depot, as they are pleafed to 
term it, of all knowledge and of every fcience, 
under the article " Angleterre" (ays, " Of all the 
" Governments with which we are acquainted, 
" that of England pofleffes three effential advan- 
<c tages: It affords greater certainty of prq- 
14 te&ion— - it requires the fmalleft facrifices— and 
<€ is the moft capable of perfection *." 

c c 3 The 

• The celebrated Profeffor Vattcl, in his " Law of 
" Nations," fpcaking of the Conftitution of England, ex* 

claims, 
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The acute Beaumelle fays, « The Conftitdfion 
cc of England muft be immortal, far no wife Nation 
11 was ever inflaved by an internal foe, and no free 
** Nation was ever inflaved by an external enemy." 

" The Englifh," fays the iiluftrious Prefident 
de Montefquieu, " are the rrioft free people that 
ci ever were upon the earth, England, of all the 
" Nations in the world, is that which has known 
(< how to make the moft (all at the fame time) of 
c< thofe three great things, Religion, Commerce, 
c< and Liberty." 

<c Harrington," fays Montefquieu again, " in his 
" Oceaha y has examined what is the higheft 
" point of Liberty to which the Con ft i tut ion of a 
cc State can be carried. But it may be faid of 
w him, that he fearched for Liberty till he had let 
€< it pafs him without knowing it, and that he 
M built Chalcedon, having the oppolite bank of 
« c Byzantium before his eyes." 

Briffot, who, perhaps, paid even with his life 
for the oppofition of his a£Hons to his opinion, 

claims, ei In England, cvei*y good Citizen fees that the 

" ftrength of the State is really the welfare of all, and not 

H that of afingle perfon. Happy Conftitution ! whichthe 

11 people who poflefs it did not fuddenly obtain ; it has coft 

" them rivers of blood, but they have n«t purchafed it too 

* dear." 

fays, 
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fays, in his Letter addrefled to his Conftituents, 
IC The Englifh Government, which I had invef- 
C€ tigated upon the fpot, appeared to me (in fpite 
€< of its defects*) a model for thofe Nations that 
<c were defirous to change their Government. 
" The work of M. de Lolme," adds he, " which 
C€ is no more than an ingenious panegyric upon 
" this excellent Conftitution, was at that time in 
<c the hands of the learned few. It was, however, 
cc in detail, and ought to have been made known 
" to my Countrymen : for to make it known, 
* was to make it beloved." 

ESTO PERPETUA ! 

* That great Oracle of human wifdom Lord Bacon, in 
his Chapter " Of Innovations," fays, " It is true that what 
" is fettled by cuftom (though it be not good), yet at leaft 
" it is fit. And thofe things which have gone long togf» 
" ther are (as it were) confederate amongft themfelvet; 
" whereas new things piece not fo well. But though 
11 they help by their utility, yet they trouble by their in- 
" conformity, Betides, they are like ftrangers, more 
" admired and lefs favoured."-- Bacon, EJfay xxiv. 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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